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<J*HE  Adventures  of  Monfeur 
Viand  muji  inter  eft  every  fen- 
fble  and  humane  mind ;  the  reader 
muft  be  aftonifloed  at  the  J. hocking  mi- 
feries  he  fuftained ,  for  the  fpace  of 
eighty-one  days ,  from  the  1 6th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1766,  to  the  8tb  of  May , 
following.  One  can  hardly  think  it 
pojftble  for  a  man  to  have  exifted jo 
long ,  wider  fuck  horrid  circumftances 
and  mu  ft  be  tempted  almoft  to  fay  that 
the  real  truth  of  the  fails  is  not  veri- 
iimilar. 
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FRENCH  EDITOR’S 


PREFACE. 


But 
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But  every  article  in  this  relation  is 
fujficiently  attejled ;  'Monjieur  Viaud 
is  alive ,  perfedl  health ,  much 

efleemed  by  all. who  know  him.  .  Ills 
good  character,  with  his  knowledge  in 
maritime  aff  airs,  have  obtained  him 
the  perfedl  confidence  of  the  mof  emi¬ 
nent  merchants.  He  has  publijhed 
thefe  Adventures,  has  fuffered  his 
name  to  be  put  to  them ;  and  the  ma- 
nufcript  is  intirely  in  his  own  hand, 
except  a  few  alterations  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  making ,  in  fome  of  his 
words  ana l  exprefftons,  in  compliance 
with  certain  difficult  readers,  whom 
the  fimple ,  and  fometimes  coarfe  file 
of  a  mariner,  might  perhaps  have  of¬ 
fended. 

But  I  have  carefully  preferved  all 
his  ideas,  his  refieElions,  and  his  man- 
tier  of  exprefiing  them.  I  have  pre¬ 
ferred,  to  a  more  critical  corre&ion , 

that  failorly  roughnefs ,  if  I  may  ha¬ 
zard 


tcard  the  phrafey  which  is  noty  hozv- 
every  without  its  merit y  and  which 
carries  an  air  op  jincenty  and  frank- 
nefs  in  ity  that  mujl  ever  be  lijiened 
to  with  pie  a  fare. 

Let  us  leave  elegance  and  delicacy 
of  ft  He  to  the  writers  of  Romances , 
who  have  much  need  of  fome fuch  or¬ 
naments  to  make  amends  to  their  read¬ 


ers  for  the  other  deficiencies  of  their 
compoftions.  Without  fome  fuperfi- 
cial  embelli foments  cf  this  kind ,  what 
effeEl  could  the  improbable  and  ill  con¬ 
trived  adventures  of  their  imaginary 
heroes  ever  produce  f  Boys  and  girls 
may  be  captivated  with  fuch  fort  of 
fables y  before  their  ferfe  or  tafte  are 
formed ;  but  men  and  women fcorn  to 
throw  away  their  time  on  fuch  fi  tidies, 

\ The  misfortunes  of  Monfieur  l7' \ laud 
have  7io  occafionfor  fuch  extrinfc  re¬ 
commendations  ;  but  you  are  not  to 

expeSl 


expea  the  hiflory  of  his  life. ,  in  thefe 

pages ;  they  contain  only  an  account  of 

his  Jhipwreck)  and  the  perils ,  wants s 

and  miferies  which  were  the  confe - 
quence  of  it. 

Monfeur  h  iaud  is  a  fea-captain , 
and  has  been  acknowledged  in  that 
rank ,  the  Admiralty-0 fee  of 

Marennes ,  the  month  of  OElober , 

1761. 


PRE» 


preface, 

By  the  Translator. 

TH  E  work  here  offered  to  the 
public  is  certainly  the  mod  in¬ 
credible  ftory  that  ever  was  authenticat¬ 
ed  ;  and  yet,  that  the  fads  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  true  every  intelligent  reader 
muff  be  fufliciently  allured,  on  tne  pc- 
rufal  of  the  whole  •,  for,  independent 
of  the  opinion  which  one  muft  be  led 

to  conceive  of  the  Writers  veracity,  from 
the  ingenuoufnefs  of  his  ftile,  there  are 
concurrent  and  corroborating  ciicuni- 
ftances  enough,  which  the  Author  had 
no  manner  of  power  over,  to  evince  the 

truth  of  his  narrative. 

No  book  can  be  worth  reading  that 
does  not  afford  fome  fubjed  matter 
for  refledion  ;  and,  I  think,  I  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  the  following  pages 
muff  neceffarily  infpire  the  molt  timid 

and  defpondingmind,  with  a  thorough 

reliance 


1  ] 

reliance  upon  Providence,  from  the  al- 
mot  nQUc  interpofition  of  its  divine 
C.i.e  in  the  prefervation  of  thefe  three 
perfons  lives  ;  while  their  amazing 
deliverance  amounts  almoft  to  a  proof 
that  patience,  refolution,  and  perfevc- 

I,ance’  are  a  ma,ch  for  difficulty  and 
danger,  and  are  fometimes  able  to  com- 
bat  death  itfelf. 


The  Original  of  this  Work  ran 

through  feveral  editions  in  France 

where  it  was  univerfally  received,  not 

as  a  romance,  but  as  a  feries  of  ffir- 

pnfmg,  interefting,  and  extraordinary 

-adls,  and  was  bought  up  with  fo  much 

avidity,  that  the  gentleman  who  was 

io  obliging  to  lend  the  book  to  me, 

coiud  not  procure  another  for  him- 
felf. 


iJiCie  appear  to  be  foirte  miflakes 
in  the  Original,  with  regard  to  the 
‘  ’ 1  ’  *'*  01  Nation  of  Monfieur  Viaud.  He 
fpcaks  of  himfelf  as  fetting  out  a  firfi; 
mate  only.— -He  is  filled,  in  the  Certifi¬ 
cate,  a  Sea-captain,  and  alfo  an  officer 


[  »  ] 

in  the  Blues  •,  and,  in  the  Editor’s  Pre¬ 
face  he  is  faid  to  have  been  acknow- 

«  5 

ledged  or  enrolled  as  a  Sea-captain,  b y 
the  board  of  admiralty  at  Marcnnes, 
in  France. 

Now  how  this  fame  Captain  could 
belong  both  to  the  fea  and  land-fervice, 
or  be  an  officer  in  the  navy,  and  a  mate  of 
a  trading  veffel,  at  the  fame  time,  I  leave 
to  thofc  who  are  verfed  in  the  french 
military  and  marine  to  reconcile ;  and, 
as  to  Monfieur  Viaud’s  own  expreffion, 
where  he  calls  himfelf  Capitaine  enfecond, 
which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  tranf- 
late  into  Firji  Mate,  perhaps  it  may 
fignify  a  fuperior  rank  in  the  French 
navy,  tho’  we  have  no  fuch  diftindfion 
in  ours.  But  this  being  a  matter  rela¬ 
tive  merely  to  Monfieur  Viaud  him¬ 
felf,  and  having  nothing  to  do  with 
the  circumftances  of  his  ftory,  is  of  no 
manner  of  confequence,  whether  it  be 
cleared  up  or  no. 

1  have  ufed  the  fame  freedom  with 

this  Work,  as  with  my  former  tranf- 
,  a  '  lations, 
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lations,  or  throwing  in  a  few  reflec- 
tions,  which  naturally  occurred  in 
lome  paffages  of  the  narrative,— -This 
ferves  to  relieve  the  dulnefs  of  the 
tafk_ — but,  at  the  lame  time,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  keep  as  clofe  to  the 
fimplicit y  and  franknefs  of  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  flile,  as  the  difference  of  our  lan¬ 
guages  would  permit. 

It  the  recital  of  Monlieur  Viaud’s 
Adventures  meets  with  as  favourable  a 
reception  in  this  country,  as  he  did  him- 
ielr,  from  our  countrymen  in  the  New 
World,  it  will  afford  me  the  higheft 
pleafure  to  have  introduced  him  in 
an  Englifli  drefs  to  the  Public,  to 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


A  much  obliged, 


and  mod;  obedient  fervant, 


The  Translator, 


-V- 
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M.  PIERRE  VIAND. 
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YOU  have  fufFered much  anxie¬ 
ty  about  me,  my  dear  friend, 
of  late.  You  concluded,  as 
well  as  my  whole  family,  that  I  had 
perilhed  in  my  laft  voyage ;  and 
my  not  having  written  to  any  of  my 
friends,  mull  have  confirmed  you 
in  this  opinion. 

My  letter,  you  fay,  has  wiped  away 
thofe  tears  that  the  apprehenfion  of 
my  lofs  had  caufed  to  flow.  The 

£  concern 
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concern  of  my  friends  flatters  and 
foftens  me  ;  it  ferves  to  confole  me 
for  my  miferies  pad,  and  I  rejoice  in 
the  miraculous  prelervation  of  my 
life,  for  the  foie  fatisfadtion  of  being 
beloved. 

You  complain  that  I  have  barely 
informed  you  of  my  fhipwreck,  with¬ 
out  acquainting  you  with  any  of  the 
particulars  of  it  ;  and  having  firft  had 
your  mind  rendered  eafy  with  regard  to 
my  life  and  health,  you  defire  now  a 
more  circumftantial  detail  of  my  un¬ 
happy  adventures. 

I  can  refufe  you  nothing  ;  but  it  is 
a  talk  that  friendfhip  alone  could  urge 
me  to,  as  even  the  recollection  of  fuf- 
ferings,  like  mine,  mud:  ever  be  at¬ 
tended  with  pain  •,  I  cannot  reflect  on 
the  miferies  I  have  pafied  through, 
without  the  fevered;  fhock.  I  am 
myfelf  equally  aftonifhed,  with  the  reft 
of  the  world,  how  it  was  poffible  for 

me 
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me  to  have  furvived  thofe  wants,  thofe 
dangers,  and  thofe  difficulties  which  I 
am  going  to  relate  ;  convinced  that 
nothing  parallel  has  ever  been  fuf- 
tained  before.  Many  of  them  will 
excite  the  compaffion  of  fo  humane  an 
heart  as  yours,  and  others  will  ftrike 
your  mind  with  horror.  You  will  fee 
to  what  an  excefs  of  defpair  my 
fufferings  had  reduced  me ;  and 
will  not  be  furprifed,  therefore,  that 
they  had  exhaufted  my  flrength, 
weakened  my  conffitution,  and  that  a 
fituation  and  circumilances  fo  forlorn 
as  mine,  ffiould  have  fometimes  im¬ 
paired  my  reafon. 

You  are  not  to  look  for  order  or 
method  in  my  Hory.  I  have  loll  moll 
of  the  dates  :  for  how  could  they  have 
engaged  my  attention,  while  I  was  la- 
bouring  under  tne  prenuie  or 
complicated  ills!  Every fucceeding  day 
Hill  added  to  my  fufferings,  and  the 

B  z  prefent 
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pi  dent  uiflrefs  affeded  me  too  ftron g- 
ly  to  afford  me  thought  fufficient  to 
reded  upon  the  miferies  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding.  During  the  fpace  of  two  te¬ 
dious  months,  my  oppreffed  foul  was 
incapable  of  receiving  any  other  idea 
but  that  of  the  utmolf  borrow ;  its 
whole  faculties  were  fufpended  by  the 
delnium  and  tranfports  of  defpair ;  fo 
that  the  teras  of  events  have  been  to¬ 
tally  ehaced  from  my  memory,  and 
I  can  recoiled:  but  little  more,  at 

prefent,  than  that  I  have  been  mi- 
ferabie. 

I  fhall  now  relate  the  circumflances 
of  my  misfortunes,  juft  as  they  hap¬ 
pened,  without  ornament  or  art  ;  they 
need  none  of  thefe  heightenings  to  in- 
tereft  the  feelings  of  my  friend:  I 
am  but  little  ufed  to  writing ;  you 
mud  not,  therefore,  expect  to  meet  with 
any  manner  of  elegance  in  my  flile, 
in  which  you  will  find  nothing  but  the 

1 

frank 
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I 

frank  language  of  a  failor,  which,  I 
hope,  will  he  accepted  as  an  apology 
for  its  incorre<5lnefs. 

When  I  failed  from  Bourdeaux,  in 
the  month  of  February  17  65,  aboard 
the  good  (hip  V Aimable  Suzette ,  com¬ 
manded  by  Monfieur  St„  Cric,  under 
whom  I  ferved  as  mate,  I  had  but  lit¬ 
tle  apprehenfions  of  the  misfortunes 
and  difafters  that  fate  had  prepared  to 
meet  me  in  the  New  World  ;  my  voy¬ 
age  was  profperous,  and  I  arrived 
at  Sl  Domingo,  without  being  inter- 
rupted  by  the  leaft  difagreeable  or  un¬ 
toward  accident. 

I  lhall  not  relate  any  particulars  of 
myfelf  during  my  abode  in  that 
iiland,  the  bufinefs  of  commerce  hav¬ 
ing  occupied  my  whole  attention, 
while  I  ftaid  there.  I  then  prepar¬ 
ed  to  return  to  France  ;  and  the  day 
was  fixed,  when  I  happened  unfortu- 

B  3  '  nately 


nately  to  fall  Tick,  about  a  week  be¬ 
fore  we  were  to  fet  fail. 

I  was  much  afflicted  at  the  thought 

of  being  left  behind ;  but,  imputing 

my  illnefs  merely  to  the  climate,  I 

perfuaded  myfelf  that  my  health  would 
•  1 
return,  on  my  quitting  the  ifland. 

Upon  this  prefumption  I  embarked 

with  my  friends,  but  did  not  receive 

the  relief  I  had  hoped  for,  as  the  air 

of  the  fea,  and  the  motion  of  the  vef- 

fel,  increafed  my  diforder  -  fo  much, 

that  the  captain  allured  me  I  could 

not  purfue  the  voyage  without  the 

manifelt  peril  of  my  life  ;  of  which 

the  great  weaknefs  I  became  foon  fen- 

fible  of,  helped  to  convince  me.  Up¬ 
on  which  I  confented  to  be  put 
any-where  on  Ihore  ;  but,  as  they 
could  not  turn  back  again  to  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  they  landed  me  at  the  kay 
of  St.  Louis,  a  fmall  illand  in  view  of 

6  •  it- 
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it,  fometime  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  This  accident  was  the  fource  of 

all  my  misfortunes. 

Some  days  of  reft  at  St.  Louis,  with 

the  kind  attention  of  Monfieur  Def- 
clau,  an  inhabitant  of  that  place,  who 
had  given  me  an  apartment  in  his 
houfe,  foon  reftored  me  to  my  health 
again.  I  waited  with  impatience  for 
fome  opportunity  of  returning  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  but  there  did  not  one  occur, 

while  I  remained  there. 

A  long  abfence  from  my  native 
country,  I  knew,  muft  be  very  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  my  affairs  ;  which  reflection  be¬ 
gan  foon  to  render  me  melancholy, 
and  unhappy.  My  kind  hoft  as  quick¬ 
ly  perceived  it,  and  the  friendlhip 
with  which  he  had  treated  me,  dui- 
ing  my  illnefs,  had  infpired  me  with 
fo  lively  a  gratitude,  and  tender  efteem 
for  him,  that  I  could  not  conceal  the 

B  4  caufe 
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taaie  of  my  uneafinefs  from  him.  He 

interefted  himfelf  in  my  anxiety,  and 

ia^very  thin§  in  his  power  to  com¬ 
fort  me. 

'  %5* 

V  me  afide,  and  ad- 

the  following  manner : 
”  ed  (faid  he)  a  good  deal 

t  prefent  fituation.  The 

jptinuing  too  long  without 
jkW&tt  h *he  principal  thing 
that  diflrffles  your  mind,  for  the 
prefent ;  and  the  hope  of  getting 
again  into  bufinefs,  makes  you  wifh 
to  be  able  to  get  back  to  France,  as 
foon  as  may  be.  But  no  opportunity 
has  yet  offered  for  that  purpofe ;  and, 
if  you  will  take^jny  advicq,  you 
“  Wlli  trouble  yourfelf  no  farther 
'■hat  fcheme,  but  try  your  for- 
“  tune  on  your  own  fund,  and  I  dare 
fay  you  will  be  able  to  treble  it. 

< •  i  porpofe  foon  to  trade  to  Louifiana, 

**  with  certain  commodities  that  I 

“  know 


iC 
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u  know  will  produce  a  good  profit 
“  there,  and  {hall  bring  back  fuch 
“  goods  in  exchange,  as  will  here 
“  yield  me  an  advantageous  return. 
“  I  am  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
“  the  nature  of  this  traffic,  as  I  have 
“  made  feveral  beneficial  trips  there, 
“  already  ;  therefore,  embark  yourfelf 
“  and  fubftance  with  me,  and  I  doubt 
“  not  but  you  will,  one  day,  thank  me 
“  for  the  lucky  advice  I  now  give 
“  you.” 

In  the  circumftances  I  then  was, 
I  had  no  alternative  to  chufe.  The 
propofal  of  M.  Defclau  I  knew  to  be 
didated  by  friendfhip,  and  I  did  not 
hefitate  a  moment  about  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  it ;  fo  that  we  immediately 
entered  into  partnerffiip  together,  in 
proportion  to  our  refpedive  1  funds. 
He  laid  in  the  proper  merchandifes  for 
us  both,  and  ferved  me  on  that  occa- 
fion  with  the  warmed  zeal,  and  mod 
exad  probity. 


* 
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We  hired  a  brigantine,  called 
the  Tyger,  commanded  by  Monlieur 
La  Couture,  and  the  Chip  was  freight¬ 
ed  with  all  poflible  difpatch.  On  the 
fecond  of  January  i  7  6  6 ,  we  embark¬ 
ed,  fixteen  in  number,  namely,  the 
captain,  his  wife,  their  fon,  his  mate, 
nine  failors,  Monlieur  Defclau,  a  ne- 
groe,  that  I  had  purchafed  as  a  Have, 
and  myfelf. 

* 

We  fet  fail  from  the  road  of  St. 
Louis,  fleering  towards  the  bay  of 
Jeremiah,  a  little  port  that  lies  north 
of  cape  Dame  Marie  ;  where  we  (laid 
twenty-four  hours.  From  thence  we 
directed  our  cour  fe  towards  Little  Goave; 
but  this  fecond  trip  was  not  as  happy 
as  the  former.  We  fuftained  an  ad- 
verfe  wind,  for  twelve  houis,  that 
would  have  infallibly  wrecked  us  on 
the  Caves- Mittes  if  the  violence  of 

}  Little  iflands  on  the  weft  of  the  Spanifh  Me. 
They  make  part  of  the  Antilles,  or  Carribee  Mands. 

the 
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ihe  {form,  which  abated  a  little,  had 
not  fuffered  us  to  make  ufe  or  our 
fails  to  tack  about,  and  get  clear  of 

that  coaft. 

Lefs  obftinacy,  and  more  knowledge, 
on  the  part  of  our  commander,  would 
have  prevented  all  this  danger.  1  per 
ceived,  from  this  inftance,  that  he  was 
but  a  poor  mariner,  and  forefaw  that 
our  voyage  would  not  terminate  with¬ 
out  fome  miftiap  or  other,  if  the  fhip 
was  left  intirely  to  his  condu&j  there¬ 
fore!  refolved  to  attend  clotely  to  alt  his 
motions,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  pofiible, 
the  perils  to  which  his  wilfulnefs 
and  ignorance  were  likely  to  ex- 
pofe  us. 

Our  bufinefs  obliged  us  to  remain 
three  days  at  Little  Goave,  and  we 
then  fet  fail  again  for  Louifiana  ;  but 
rhe  winds  continued  flill  adverfe, 
during  our  whole  courfe.  On  the 

26th  of  January  we  had  a  view  of 

the 


(  12  )  ' 

.  tne  Ifle  of  Pines,  toward  the  weft  of 
Cuba,  which  our  captain  affirmed  to 
he  the  cape  of  St.  Anthony.  I  took 
the  elevation,  and  foon  perceived  that 
he  was  m iftaken  ;  but  I  tried  in  vain 
to  convince  him  of  his  error  ;  for 

he  ftili  continued  obftinate,  and  pur- 
fued  his  courfe  without  any  manner 
of  precaution,  ’till  he  had  drove  us 
among  the  rocks,  where  we  were 
hemmed  in,  when  I  perceived  our 
fituation  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
by  the  light  of  the  moon. 

I  did  not  wafte  time  in  reproach¬ 
ing  his  wilfulnefs  ;  he  began  then  to 
find  how  much  in  the  wrong  he  had 
been  not  to  have  liftened  to  me  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  fear,  having  filenced  his 
felf-fufficience,  conftrained  him  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  it.  The  danger  prefled ;  I 
fupplied  the  office  of  the  mate,  who 
happened  to  be  ill,  and  confined  to 
his  bed :  I  made  them  tack  about,  and 
.  1  fo 
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fo  performed  the  only  operation  that 
could  fave  us  from  deftruction.  This 
fucceeded,  and  we  got  clear  ;  but,  af¬ 
ter  having  been  extricated  from  this 
peril,  we  foon  found  ourfelves  ex- 
pofed  to  a  number  of  others. 

Our  veflel,  from  the  violent  work¬ 
ing  of  the  fea,  began  to  fpring  a  leak, 
in  feveral  places,  the  crew  grew  im¬ 
patient,  and  called  on  me  to  take 
the  command  of  the  fliip ;  hut  as  I  . 
had  only  a  fpeculative  knowledge  of 
thofe  coalls,  which  I  had  never  vifited 
before,  I  was  confcious  how  imperfeftr 
ly  mere  theory  can  fupply  the  de¬ 
ficiency  of  pra&ice  ;  and  in  confider- 
ation,  alfo,  of  the  mortification  that 
the  captain  mull  have  fullered  upon 
this  occafion,  I  thought  proper  to  leave 
him  the  conduct  of  his  own  vefifel ;  and 
contented  myfelf  with  watching  all 
his  manoeuvres,  as  well  for  my  own 

I 

fafety,  as  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 

whole 


I 


I 
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whole  crew,  who  had  now  loft  all 
manner  of  confidence  in  him. 

At  length  we  doubled  the  cape  of 

* 

St.  Anthony  ;  but  new  gufts  of  wind 
aflailed  us  again,  and  opened  fuch 
large  pafiages  for  the  water,  that  it 
was  as  much  as  the  working  of 
our  two  pumps,  without  intermif- 
fion,  could  do  to  prevent  our  finking. 
The  wind  continued  contrary  ftill, 
the  fea  grew  boifterous,  and  threaten- 

<•  1 

ed  us  with  a  violent  ftorm.  We  were 
not  in  a  condition  to  ride  it  out,  the 
terror  became  general  on  board,  as 

i  '  - 

no  one  favourable  fign  appeared  in 
our  lamentable  fituation,  to  reft  a  hope 
upon. 

In  thefe  (hocking  circumftances,  on 
the  tenth  of  February,  as  well  as  I  can 
now  recoiled,  about  feven  in  the  evening, 
we  fell  in  with  a  Spanifii  frigate  com¬ 
ing  from  the  Havannah,  and  carrying 
the  governor  and  commiflioned  officers 

to 


/ 
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to  take  poffeffion  of  the  MiffifippL 
They  hailed  ns  to  join  company, which 
we  agreed  to  with  joy  ;  for  it  had  been 
the  very  recpieft  we  fhould  have  made 
to  them,  if  they  had  not  prevented  us. 

Nothing  can  be  an  higher  confola- 
tion  to  failors,  in  the  midft  of  dange¬ 
rous  and  fatiguing  voyages,  than  to  be 
joined  by  fome  other  veffel  bound  to 
hold  the  fame  courfe.  Not  that  they 
can  be  able  to  afford  each  other  the  ; 
lead  manner  of  affiftance,  in  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  a  temped,  where  each  muff 
be  too  much  occupied  about  their  own 
fafety  to  attend  to  the  relief  of  the 
other  ;  but  in  all  circumftances  of  dan¬ 
ger,  the  peril  appears  to  be  leffened, 
by  the  greater  number  it  is  divided 
among. 

We  did  not  keep  company  long 
with  the  frigate  ;  we  loft  her  in  the 
night ;  they  could  ufe  their  final!  fails, 
which  we  durft  not  venture. 

In' 


V. 
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In  the  morning  we  milled  the  ve£ 
lei,  but  found  that  our  own  had 
fprung  a  new  leak  ;  which  threw  us 
into  the  utmoft  confirmation.  The 
whole  ciew  began  to  turn  their  eyes 
upon  me,  and  I  immediately  advifed 
the  lightening  the  (hip.  This  mull 
be  always  a  fad  neceffity  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  on  board,  in  cafes  of  fuch  dif- 
trcfs,  who  are  often  obliged  to  throw 
goods  into  the  fea,  with  their  own 
hands,  that  they  had  purchaled 
with  induftry  and  labour  ;  and  on  the 
return  of  which  they  had,  perhaps, 
made  fpeculations  that  might  have 
doubled  their  profits.  But  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  the  prefervation  of  one’s  life 
is  the  firft  confideration,  one  attends 
to  that  alone,  and  forgets  every  other. 

The  brig  was  difcharged  of  all  the 
heavy  merchandize,  in  a  few  mi- 

1 

nutes  ;  and  I  got  large  lading  pails 
framed  of  the  barrel-ftaves,  in  which 

our 
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our  merchandizes  had  been  packed 
up,  in  order  to  affiit  the  pump  to 
keep  the  lhip  from  finking.  But  all 
in  vain.  The  water  forced  itfelf  thro’ 
the  chinks  of  the  veffel,  more  and 
more,  and  the  flrength  of  our  hands  on 
board  became  lefs  and  lefs  ;  fo  that, 
finding  it  impoflible  to  keep  the  fea  for 
any  length  of  time,  we  took  the  re- 
folution  to  Hand  in  for  the  Mobille, 
which  was  the  only  port  that  the  wind 
would  then  fuffer  us  to  fleer  to,  and 
which  was  alfo  the  neareft  harbour 

we  could  make. 

We  then  began  to  run  for  the  Mo- 
bille,  but  fate  oppofed  our  gaining  that 
port  j  the  wind  that  had  been  favour¬ 
able  to  us  at  firft,  filifted  againfl  us 
in  about  two  hours,  which  obliged  us 
to  forego  our  purpofe ;  and  we  made 
feveral  attempts  then  to  reach  Paflacole, 
which  was  rather  more  diflant  from  us 

than  the  other :  but  that  hope  failed  us 

C  alfo, 
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alio,  the  winds  continuing  ftill  to  op^ 
pole  every  endeavour  we  made  ;  fo  that 
we  were  left  without  refource,  in  the 
midfl  of  an  enraged  ocean,  againft 
which  we  combated  at  unequal  odds, 
deprived  of  all  profpe£t  of  reaching  any 
haven  at  all,  expelling  every  mo¬ 
ment  the  deep  to  open  its  waves,  and 
fwallow  us  up  in  its  bofom. 

At  length  finding  it  utterly  impof- 
fible  to  fave  either  our  fhip  or  eflfetfts, 
the  prefervation  even  of  our  lives  be¬ 
coming  every  moment  more  difficult  to 
us,  we  now  began  to  apply  our  every 
thought  and  deed  to  that  fingle  con- 
fideration,  and  agreed  to  run  the  veflel 
aground  at  the  Apalaches,  but  were 
not  able  to  achieve  even  this  defperate 
adventure,  and  continued  ftill  the 
cruel  fport  of  waves  and  wind,  in  a 
ftate  between  life  and  death,  fighing 
over  our  misfortunes,  certain  of  our 
deftrutkion,  and  yet  making  indefati- 

•  '  gable 
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n-able  efforts  to  extricate  ourfclves  from 

O 

the  perils  that  furrounded  us. 

-  Such  was  our  fituation,  from  the 

i  ath  to  the  1 6  th  of  February,  when, 

in  the  evening,  about  feven  o’  clock, 

we  found  ourfelves  linking  againlt  a 

% 

chain  of  rocks,  above  two  leagues 
from  land  ;  and  the  Ihocks  were  fo 
violent  that  they  opened  the  Hern  of 
the  fhip,  in  which  condition  we  re¬ 
mained  for  half  \an  hour,  under  the 
moll  inexpreffible  terror  and  alarms, 
till  the  force  of  repeated  furges  drove 
us,  at  length,  over  the  rocks,  and  fet 
us  afloat  again,  without  our  rudder,  at 
the  mercy  of  the  waves  that  allailed  us 
without,  and  thofe  that  forced  their 
way  into  the  veffcl,  which  increafed 
every  moment. 

Even  the  little  hope  that  we  had 
till  then  preferved,  failed  us  all  at 
once  — -  on  the  indant,  the  Ihip  re¬ 
founded  with  the  lamentable  exclama- 

C  2  '■  tions 
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tions  of  the  mariners,  who  interchang¬ 
ed  their  laft  adieus,  prepared  for 
death,  implored  the  mercy  of  their 
Creator,  addreffed  their  fervent  pray¬ 
ers  to  Heaven,  interrupted  fometimes 
by  vows,  in  the  midft  of  a  {hocking 
certainty  of  never  being  in  a  capacity 
of  accomplifhing  them. 

What  a  fpectacle,  my  dear  friend, 

i 

was  here  !  One  mull  have  been  a  wit- 
nefs  of  it  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of 
our  didrefs  ;  and  that  which  I  am  tak¬ 
ing  fo  much  pains  to  trace  out  to  you, 
falls  infinitely  fhort  of  the  reality. ' 

I  equally  {hared  the  terrors  of  the 
crew,  and  though  my  defpair  might 
have  been  lefs  apparent,  I  dare  fay  that 
it  was  not  lefs  violent  than  theirs.  The 
extremity  of  the  misfortune,  with  the 
certainty  of  its  being  inevitable,  ferved 
to  fupply  me  with  a  fort  of  feem- 
ing  firmnefs  ;  I  fubmitted  to  the  fate 

that  attended  me,  when  it  was  be¬ 
yond 
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yond  my  power  to  avoid  it ;  I  re- 
figned  my  life  to  the  Being  who  had 
lent  it,  and  preferved  prefence  of  mind 
enough  to  look  upon  the  lad  moment 
with  calmnefs,  and  to  be  dill  aCtive  in 
my  endeavours  to  retard  it. 

This  vifible  deadinefs  and  refolution 
happily  impofed  fo  far  upon  the  whole 
crew,  that  it  infpired  them,  even  in  tne 
indant  of  dedrutdion,  with  fuch  a 
confidence  in  me,  that  rendered  them 
attentive  and  obedient  to  all  my  di¬ 
rections.  The  wind  drove  us  toward 
the  land,  while  I  continued  to  deer  by 
the  Ihiftof  our  foremad  fail,  for  want 
of  a  rudder,  when,  by  an  unexpected 
miracle,  and  which  we  had  not  even 
prefumed  to  hope,  we  arrived,  that 
very  night,  about  nine  o  clock,  on  tne 
ead  of  the  idand,  and  within  a  mufket- 
fhot  of  the  fhore. 

The  agitation  of  the  fea  would  not 

permit  our  reaching  it,  and  we  pre- 

C  3  pared 
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pared  to  cut  up  our  mails,  and  bind 
them  together  with  the  cordage,  fo  as 
tofervcusfor  a  float  to  carry  us  to  land; 
but  while  we  were  at  this  work,  the 
violence  of  the  wind,  and  the  force 
of  the  waves  overfet  the  vcffel  on  its 
larboard- fide,  which  unforefeen  mo¬ 
tion  had  like  to  have  been  fatal  to  us 
all,  by  calling  us  into  the  fea;  however, 
moll  of  us  had  the  fortune  to  efcape 
this  fhock,  and  the  few  who  were 
thrown  out,  were  lucky  enough  to 
recover  the  fhip  again,  by  the  afluT 
a  nee  we  gave  them. 

The  moon,  which,  ’till  this  moment, 
had  lent  us  a  feeble  light,  interrupted 
only  now  and  then  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  the  clouds,  now  left  us  fud- 
denly  in  the  dark,  and  in  fuch  circum- 

*  l 

fiances,  it  was  impoflible  for  us  to 
think  of  reaching  land  ;  fo  that  it  was 
refolved  to  pal's  the  night  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  veflel. 

What 


I 


m 


(  2  3  ) 

What  an  age  of  night  it  was !  A 
deluge  of  rain  fell  on  us,  all  the  while, 
the  tlore-hou lc  of  the  watcis  fecmed 
to  have  been  broke  open,  the  waves 
riling  every  inflant  covered  our  bark, 
and  rolled  their  mountains  o’er  our 
heads ;  the  thunder  roared  through 
the  air,  and  the  quick  intervals  of 
lightning  only  ferved  to  open  to  us 
the  horrid  profpedt  of  a  boundlefs  ho¬ 
rizon,  and  a  devouring  lea,  ready  to 
fwallow  us  up,  every  moment,  which 
>vas  as  quick  fucceeded  by  the  moil 
difmal  darknefs. 

In  fuch  a  fituation,/  dretched  along 
on  the  outlide  of  the  hulk,  fallening 
ourfelves  to  every  thing  we  could 
lay  hold  of,  drenched  through  with 
rain,  transfixed  with  cold,  fpent 
with  the  conftant  efforts  we  were 
obliged  to  exert  againfl  the  ruty  or 
the  waves,  which  endeavoured  to  wadi 
us  off  from  our  hold,  we  at  length  per- 

C  4  ceivcd 
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eeiveci  the  morning’s  dawn,  only  to 

afford  us  a  clearer  view  of  the  dangers 

we  had  palled,  and  thofe  we  had  yet 
to  encounter. 

Tins  profpeff  of  our  fituation  ap¬ 
peared  ilill  more  tremendous;  we  per- 
ceived,  iiiueed,  that  we  were  not  far 
11  om  land,  out  we  faw  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  us  to  reach  it.  The  rag¬ 
ing  of  the  fea  would  have  daunted  the 
flouteft  and  molt  expert  fwimmers  ;  for 
the  waves  rolled  with  fuch  fury,  that 
whoever  had  delivered  himfelf  over  to 
them,  mu  ft  have  run  the  rifk  of  being 
launched  back  again  into  the  main 
ocean,  or  dallied  to  pieces  againft  the 
fhip,  or  the  fliore. 

At  this  fight  and  reflection  the  whole 
crew  was  feized  with  the  extremity  of 
defpair,  their  groans  and  exclamations 
redoubled,  and  were  repeated  with 
fuch  ftrength  and  fervency,  that  they 
were  to  be  heard  amidlt  the  raging  of 

the 
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the  winds,  the  roaring  of  the  thun¬ 
der,  and  the  dafliing  of  the  waves, 
which,  all  joined  together,  augmented 

•'the  horror  of  the  found. 

Several  hours  pafled  thus,  without 
any  change  in  our  difmal  fituation, 
when  one  of  the  failors,  a  Dutchman, 
and  who  had  been  all  that  day  the 
loaded:  in  his  plaints  and  cries,  and 
who  had,  from  thefirft  appearance  of 
danger,  {hewn  himfelf  the  mod  faint¬ 
hearted  of  the  crew,  ceafed  his  lamen¬ 
tations,  on  the  fudden  •,  and,  after  keep¬ 
ing  filence  for  fome  minutes,  raifed  up 
his  head  and  voice  with  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  emotion,  “  What  are  we  waiting 
u  £q£  ?  (Cried  he  out, with  the  lefolution 
«  of  defpair.)  Death  furrounds  us  on 
“  all  hdes : — he  is  juft  rafting  his  arm 
a  againft  us  ;  let  us  anticipate  him, 
“  and  haften  the  blow  he  is  fo  flow  to 
“  ftrike : _ let  us  meet  him  in  the  deep; 

ts  perhaps  if  we  face  him,  he  may  fly 

“  from 
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fiom  us  ;  the  land  is  in  view  ;  it  may 
“  not  be  u^erly  impolfible  to  reach  it. 
“  1 11  make  the  attempt,  and  if  I  fail, 

I  but  cah  away  a  few  hours  of  my 

life,  and  cut  oix  as  many  from  my 
“  fufterings.” 

At  thefe  words  he  plunged  into  the 
fea,  and  many  others,  animated  by  his 
example,  would  have  followed  him,  if 
I  had  not  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  re¬ 
trained  them.  I  pointed  to  their  com¬ 
rade  rolling  about  in  the  waves,  com¬ 
bating  in  vain  againft  them,  hurried 
for (V aid  now  aimoft  to  touch  the 
flaoi  e,  tnen  waflied  back  into  the  deep'; 
di {'appearing  for  fome  minutes,  and 
appearing  again  only  to  be  feen  dalli¬ 
ed  againft  the  rocks.  This  fhocking 
objecft  ftruck  them  with  fo  much  hor- 
ror,  that  it  abated  the  rafhnefs  of  their 
attempt  to  follow  him. 

The  day  was  now  near  doling,  wre  re¬ 
ceded  with  terror  on  the  laft  night,  and 

trembled 
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trembled  before  hand  at  that  which 
was  to  come.  The  mails  and  cordage 
we  had  fo  happily  collected  together 
for  a  raft,  the  day  before,  was  cariied 
off  by  the  waves,  and  deprived  us  of 
the  hope  of  faving  ourfclves,  even  by 
fo  poor  a  fhift  as  this.  We, had  a 
wretched  boat,  indeed,  but  in  no  foit 
of  condition  to  weather  even  the  fliort 
paffage  that  appeared  to  lye  between 
us  and  the  land.  We  had  feveial  times 
examined  it,  with  this  view,  and  had 
as  often  condemned  it,  as  unfit  for 
fervice. 

However,  three  of  our  failors,  either 
more  brave  or  defperate  than  the  left, 
refolved  to  take  their  c nance  in  this 
rotten  fteve,  together.  They  launched 
it  privately  into  the  fea,  without  com¬ 
municating  their  ,de(ign  to  any  one  elfe 
of  the  crew,  and  the  firil  knowledge 
we  had  of  it,  was  from  feeing  them, 

at  fome  diftance  from  us,  in  fuch  a  ft- 

tuation 
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tuation  as  made  us  give  them  over 
for  loft.  We  were  witnefles,  for  fome 
time,  of  their  ftruggles,  of  the  pains 
they  laboured  with,  and  the  frequent 
rifks  they  ran  of  being  fwallowed  up 
by  the  waves,  till  at  laft  we  faw  them, 
contrary  to  all  hope  and  probability, 
arrive  fafe  on  (hore. 

How  we  envied  their  good  fortune  ? 
We  then,  all  of  us,  regretted  that  we 
had  not  made  the  fame  defperate  expe¬ 
riment,  and  each  of  us  reproached  our- 
felves  for  not  having  forefeen  their  de- 
fign.  If  ever  the  beholding  an  hap¬ 
py  perfon  was  ungrateful  to  the  mife- 
rable,  it  was  fo  then.  The  figns  they 
made  to  us,  with  their  extravagant 
emotions  of  joy,  were  but  aggra¬ 
vations  ofour  misfortune. 

Such  a  fentiment,  I  doubt  not,  muft 
appear  horrible  to  you,  as  it  really 
feems  to  Ihock  humanity  ;  yet  this  de- 
teftable  fenfation  is,  neverthelefs,  among 

the 
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the  feeds  of  nature.  It  difgraces  it,  l 
muft  confefs  but  it  is  certainly  true,  j 

notwithftanding.  And  let  thofe  who 
condemn  the  principle,  refrain  from 
reflecting  on  us  as  monflers,  ’till  they 
may  be  unfortunately  placed  them- 
felves  in  fuch  a  firuation,  as  may  give 
them  a  right  to  j  udge  of  our  feelings 
on  that  occafion. 

Night  now  deprived  us  of  the  fight 
of  our  happy  comrades,  and  being 
conftrained  to  remain  ftill  in  the  fame 
fituation,  the  comparifon  between  their 
fate  and  ours,  but  augmented  our  mi- 
fery  ;  for  our  fufferings  feemed  to  in- 
creafe,  as  divided  among  a  Idler  num¬ 
ber.  This  night  was  even  more  ter¬ 
rible  to  us,  than  the  former  ;  the  fa¬ 
tigue  was  the  fame,  and  the  exhaufted 
ftate  we  had  been  reduced  to,  by  our 
paft  labour,  left  us  hardly  power  to 
fuftain  the  prefen t. 


Ever 
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Ever  u nee  our  veflel  had  been  over- 

/  * 

fet,  we  had  not  been  able  to  get  at  the 
inline  o f  nc r  ;  for  we  dare  not  venture 
to  open  any  part  oi  her  deck,  for  fear  ' 
ol  expofing  a  new  paffage  to  the  waves, 
to  rulh  in  and  burft  her  afunder,  fo  as 
as  to  deprive  us  even  of  that  little  flay 
from  deftrudtion.  We  remained,  con- 
fequently,  all  this  while,  without  meat 
or  drink  to  recruit  our  flrength,  or 

fupport  our  fpirits  ;  and  without  deep, 
alfo,  to  forget  our  miferies,  for  the 

fhorteft  moment.  Fate  feemed  to  have 
emptied  its  quiver  of  the  fharpeft  ar¬ 
rows  again  ft  us,  and  never  had  death 
appeared  with  fo  horrid  an  afpeeft  to 
wretches,  before. 

The  veflel  being  ftranded  among  a 
parcel  of  rocks,  fome  fathoms  under 
water,  was  dallied  againft  them  all  the 
while  by  the  force  of  the  waves,  fo 
violently,  that  we  felt  her  whole  frame 
fhaken  fo  fenfibly,  that  we  expetfted 
4  every 
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every  minute  to  have  her  open  and  fe- 
parate,  plank,  by  plank,  and  reduce  us  to 
the  neceffity  of  the  fame  experiment, 
that  our  firft  adventurer  had  fo  unfuc- 

c 

cefsfully  attempted,  before. 

The  next  morning,  the  1 8th  of 
February,  we  beheld  the  fun  rife,  which 
was  a  light  we  had  abfolutcly  defpair- 

ed  of,  when  we  faw  it  Setting,  and 

/ 

when  death,  by  putting  an  end  to 
our  calamities,  would  certainly  have 
been  a  bleffing.  But  the  care  of  life 
is  the  ftrongeft  pafiion  in  the  human 
bread  ;  it  continues  with  us  to  the  laid 
moment  of  exiftence ;  the  miferies  one 
feels  may  weaken,  perhaps,  but  rarely 
extinguish  it. 

Our  firft  emotion,  upon  finding 
ourfelves  (till  clinging  fall  to  the 
fide  of  our  veil'd,  was  to  offer  up  our 
thankfgivings  to  Fleaven,  for  having 
ftill  preferved  us  alive,  even  in  fuch  a 

deplorable  fituation,  and  to  raife  up 

*  * 
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our  fuppliant  hands  in  petition  io  Pro* 
vidence  to  complete  its  miracle,  by  af¬ 
fording  us  fome  unforefeen  means  of 
efcaping  to  the  fhore. 

There  never  was,  fure,  a  more  fer¬ 
vent  prayer.  Heaven,  at  length,  feem- 
ed  to  look  down  with  compaffion,  on 
our  miferies  and  danger.  The  wind 
began  to  abate,  and  the  various  agita¬ 
tion  of  the  fea  fublided  a  little,  but  on¬ 
ly  to  prefent  another  object  of  commi- 
ferationand  anxiety  to  our  view,  of  the 
fame  kind,  but  not  fo  great  a  one  as 
that  on  the  day  before. 

One  of  our  bailors,  a  remarkable 
good  fwimmer,  having  for  fome  time 
contemplated  the  diftance  to  the  fliore, 
at  length  refolved  with  himfelf  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  paflage.  “  I  will  try  to  rejoin 
“  my  friends  on  the  other  fide  (faid  he), 
“  and  we  will  endeavour  to  caulk 
“  and  ftaunch  the  boat,  and  perhaps 
“  we  may  be  happy  enough  to  render 

“  it 
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**  it  fufficiently  capable  of  taking  as 
“  many  trips  backward  and  forward 
“  as  may  ferve  to  land  the  remainder 
“  of  us  upon  terra  firma,  at  lafh 
“  This,  at  lead,  is  the  only  refource 
“  that  misfortune  has  left  in  our 
“  power  to  make  trial  of,  and  it 
“  affords  no  time  for  hefitation.  Our 
“  flrength  is  failing  us  every  mo- 
“  ment ;  let  us  not  wait  till  it  is  quite 
“  exhaufted,  but  make  one  effort  more 
“  with  what  remains,  to  extricate  our- 
“  felves  from  fo  horrid  and  forlorn  a 
“  fituation.” 

We  applauded  his  propofal,  and  en¬ 
couraged  him  as  much  as  was  in  our 
power  to  the  putting  his  defigri  in  ex¬ 
ecution,  as  the  only  fhift  that  was  left 
us  to  make  experiment  of,  for  our  lives. 
We  gave  him  all  our  handkerchiefs, 
and  what  line  we  could  get  at,  to  ferve 
inftead  of  oakum,  towards  refitting  the 

D  boat. 
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boat,  which  he  faftened  about  his  waift, 
and  inftantly  plunged  into  tliefea. 

We  faw  him  feveral  times  on  the 
point  of  perilhing  ;  our  anxious  eyes 
watched  narrowly  for  him  ;  he  was 
our  lad  refource,  our  foie  deliverer; 
we  fhared  the  rides  he  ran,  our  fate 
depended  on  his  ;  we  encouraged  him 
by  our  voice  and  geilure  ;  we  labour¬ 
ed,  I  may  fay,  along  with  him  ;  we 
llruggled  with  every  obftacle  that  op- 
pofed  him  ;  our  imaginations,  our  ar¬ 
dent  fupplications  for  his  delivery, 
tranfported  us  into  his  place ;  we  felt 
as  he  did,  defponded  at  his  difficulties, 
and  triumphed  at  his  fuccedes 

In  fine,  after  having  an  hundred 
times  fuftained  alternate  hopes  and 
fears,  we  had  the  extafy,  at  length,  to 
fee  him  reach  the  fhore,  after  infinite 

labours  and  dangers.  We  fell  imme¬ 
diately  on  our  knees  to  thank  Heaven 

for 
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for  his  efcape,  and  warm  beams  of 
joy  and  hope  enlivened  and  fortified 
our  hearts. 

It  was  now  about  feven  o’  clock,  in 
the  morning  ;  we  waited  impatiently 
the  moment  of  our  deliverance ;  we 
never  turned  our  eyes  an  inflan t  from 
the  coaft  ;  we  perceived  the  four  failors 
all  bufy  about  the  boar,  and  we  fe- 
conded  their  labours  by  our  prayers. 
However,  they  feemed  to  proceed  but 
flowly  in  their  work,  and  we  trembled 
often  with  fear,  left  their  pains  might 
be  inefFedtual. 

At  length,  about  three  o’  clock  in 
the  afternoon,  their  operations  ceafed, 
and  we  faw  the  boat  launched  into  the 
fea.  It  approached  our  veffel.  How 
is  it  poflible  to  defcribe  the  tranfport 
of  our  crew  ?  It  was  ex  prefled  by 
fhrieks,  by  moft  delicious  tears,  and 
mutual  embraces,  felicitating  one 
another. 
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This  extafy,  this  fympathy,  was 
quickly  over,  and  took  another  turn 

f  \  . 

when  it  came  to  the  point  of  em¬ 
barking.  The  boat  was  but  fmali;  it 
could  not  contain  above  a  third  part  of 
our  number  ;  we  could  not  attempt  to 
embark  all  at  once,  without  finking  it. 
Every  one  was  fenfible  of  the  difficulty, 
but  no  one  would  confent  to  wait  for 
a  fecond  paffage  ;  the  fear  of  fome  ac¬ 
cident  happening  to  prevent  a  return, 
and  the  terror  of  lying  another  night 
expofed  on  the  hulk,  made  every¬ 
one  obftinate  for  being  taken  in,  the 
firft. 

Thofe  who  had  brought  the  boat  to 
us  called  out  to  me,  infilling  that  I 
fhould  take  advantage  of  this  fil’d  op¬ 
portunity,  as  they  feared  it  would  not 
be  in  their  power  to  make  two  returns’ 
more •,  which  expreffion  being  heard 
by  the  reft,  excited  new  outcries,  and 

defperate 
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defperate  refolves  in  each,  to  rufh  into 
the  fkiff,  all  at  once. 

I  raifed  my  voice  above  the  reft,  and 
intreated  ftlence  for  a  moment.  “  Your 
“  clamours,  your  violences  (laid  I) 
“  but  hurt  yourfelves,  and  retard  your 
“  own  fafety.  We  are  all  loft,  if  you 
“  perfift  in  going  all  together.  Attend 
“  to  reafon,  obey  her  dictates, and  hope. 
“  We  are  equally  involved  in  the  fame 
“  perils ;  preferences  would  be  unjuft 
“  in  fuch  circumftances,  misfortune 
“  has  abolifhed  all  diftinction ;  let  us 
“  then  determine  the  firft  pafiengers  by 
“  lot;  let  us  fubmit  our  fate  to  this  im- 
u  partial  decifion  ;  and,  to  convince 
“  thofe  who  may  be  left  behind,  that 
“  hope  remains  Hill  with  me,  I  will  ftay 
£t  with  them  myfelf,  and  promife  to 
“  be  the  laft  perfon  that  llaall  quit  the 

“  veffel.” 

This  refolution  furprifed  and  filen- 
ced  them  ;  they  contented  to  the  pro— 

D  3  pofition, 
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pofition,  and  one  of  the  failors  hap¬ 
pening  to  have  a  parcel  of  cards  in  his 
pocket,  they  were  made  ufe  of  to  de-r 
termine  the  chances.  Of  the  eleven 
of  us  that  were  flicking  to  the  veflel, 
four  were  taken  in,  and  were  delivered 
iafe  on  land  by  the  other  four,  who  had 
navigated  the  boat,  and  who  returned 
immediately  to  carry  away  its  other 

I 

complement  of  four  more. 

While  they  were  coming  toward  us, 
I  happened  to  perceive  the  ftern  of  our 
veflel  fo  loofened  by  the  (hock  of  the 
waves,  that,  by  the  help  of  Monfieur 
Defclau  and  my  negroe,  I  feparated  it 
entirely,  This  wreck  appeared  to  me 
as  good  as  a  canoe,  to  carry  us  afhore  ; 
Monfieur  Defclau  being  of  the  fame 
opinion,  we  ventured  upon  it  direftly, 
accompanied  by  the  negroe,  when  the 
other  four  took  boat,  and  happily  arriv¬ 
ed  at  the  fame  point  of  land,  a  fhort 
time  after  them. 

*■  i.  •  )  *  *  i  \  '  *  •  *  « 
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The  inxpreffibie  tranfport  wc  were 
fenfible  of,  upon  being  thus  far 
fafely  delivered,  can  only  be  imagin¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  the  grateful  and  fer¬ 
vent  devotion  with  which  we  offered 
up  our  loudeft  hymns  to  the  Crcatoi, 
with  the  happinefs  we  felt  in  repof- 
ing  our  harrafled  limbs  on  a  firm  fpot, 
without  apprehending  its  failing  un¬ 
der  us,  every  moment  ! 

The  oyfters  that  we  happily  found 
on  the  coaft  furnifhed  us  with  a  truly 
delicious  repaft  •,  the  total  privation 
of  food  we  had  fuftained  for  fo  long 
before,  gave  them  a  peculiar  relifh. 
We  rejoiced  in  our  prefent  fituation, 
and  paffed  a  peaceable  night  in  a  pro¬ 
found  fleep,  uninterrupted  by  difagree- 
able  ideas  about  our  further  deliver¬ 
ance,  which  ferved  to  recruit  our 
ftrength  and  fpirits.  The  next  day 
we  awoke  alfo  with  the  fame  fatis- 

D  4  faction 
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faction  j  but  it  was  not  of  a  long  con- 

.  >  tinuance. 

Our  mate  had  fallen  flck,  a  few  clays 
•after  we  had  fet  fail,  and  the  fatigue 
of  the  voyage,  together  with  the  con- 
flant  alarms  and  terrors  we  had  fb 
long  endured,  had  fo  much  increafed 
his  illnefs,that  it  was  with  extreme  dif¬ 
ficulty  ne  could  guit  his  bed,  when  the 
veil'd  ft  ruck  aground  ;  and  I  am  ftill 

i  *  r 

more  aftoniflied  how  he  was  able  to 
get  upon  the  ou tilde  of  the  fhip,  when 
flie  overfet. 

v 

The  length  of  time  we  lay  in  this 
fad  fttuation,  had  almoft  exhaufted  his 
ftrength ;  and  yet,  when  the  lots  were 

t 

drawn,  he  happened  to  be  one  of 
the  firft  paftengers,  and  contrived  to 
get  into  the  boat  without  any  man¬ 
ner  of  affiftance.  But  the  fear  that 
had  lent  him  fuch  powers,  for  the  im- 
.ftanr,  rendered  him  weaker  when  the 
danger  was  over.  He  was  the  only  one 

of 
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of  us  who  found  no  reft  at  land  ;  but 
he  differed  without  complaining,  as 
his  humanity  was  tender  of  difturb- 
ing  our  repofe. 

When  the  day-light  had  roufed  us 
from  the  arms  of  deep,  I  went  to  en¬ 
quire  how  he  was,  and  found  him  ap¬ 
proaching  to  his  laft  moments.  I 
called  upon  the  reft  of  our  companions 
to  try  what  help  they  could  afford  ;  but 
how  could  any  of  us  aflift  him,  in  fuch 
a  fituation  and  circumftances  ! 

“  My  hour  is  come  (faid  he),  I  thank 
“  Heaven,  for  preferving  my  life  long 
il  enough  to  fee  you  all,  at  prefent,  in 
“  a  place  of  fafety  ;  my  anxiety  for 
“  your  deliverance  will  not  now  attend 
“  me  to  the  grave.  O,  my  friends ! 
e“  may  you  be  able  to  profit  farther  of 
“  this  kindnefs  of  Providence.  You  are 
“  not  perhaps,  at  the  end  of  yourdiffi- 
“  culties,  yet ;  though  I  flatter  myfelf 
“  that  you  have  already  paffed  the  hea- 

“  vieft 
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'•  vieft  of  them  ;  but  I  fhall  fhare  no 
“  niore  of  them  with  you.  Pray  for 
me.  I  expire.”  He  began  to  rave 
ioon  after  thefe  words,  and  drew  his 
lad  breath  before  us. 

His  lofs  coir  us  many  tears,  fufpend- 
cd  the  joy  of  our  delivery,  and  afforded 
us  leifure  for  fome  melancholy  reflec- 
tions.  We  were  then  reding  on  a  de- 
fert  fpot  of  land,  lurrounded  by  the 
fea  ;  fome  continent  appeared  in  view, 
at  no  great  diftance,  indeed  ;  but  how 
to  reach  it !  Such  thoughts  added  to 
our  affliction,  while  we  were  paying 
the  laid  duty  to  our  departed  friend, 
whom  we  interred  in  his  cloaths,  juft 
as  he  died,  having  contrived  with  ex¬ 
treme  labour  to  dig  a  grave  for  him, 
in  tire  land.  His  name  was  Dutronche.  % 
After  the  performance  of  this  pious, 
but  mournful  office,  we  walked  along 
the  fhore,  and  had  the  fortune  to  fee 
fome  of  our  trunks,  feveral  calks  of 

tafia , 
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tafia,  a  fort  of  American  liquor,  and 
many  bales  of  merchandize,  thrown 
by  the  tide  upon  the  coaft,  and  which 
had  arrived  there  before  us. 

i 

But  none  of  thefe  goods,  except  the 
liquor,  appeared  to  be  of  the  lead  con- 
fequence  to  us.  We  fhould  have  pre¬ 
ferred  a  few  bifeuit,  fire-arms  to  de¬ 
fend,  or  provide  us  with  food  ;  but 
more  immediately  a  good  fire  to  have 
dried  our  cloaths,  and  warmed  our 
limbs,  quite  numbed  with  cold  and 
wet,  to  ail  the.  reft. 

This  laft  diftrefs  being  now  our  mod 
prefling  evil,  made  us  apply  our  whole 
thoughts  and  diligence  to  remedy  it. 
We  tried  the  method  faid  to  be  ufed 
by  the'favages,  of  kindling  a  fire,  by 
rubbing  two  flicks  quick  and  hard 
againft  each  other  ;  but,  whether  thro’ 
aukwardnefs,  or  fome  other  impedi¬ 
ment,  the  experiment  failed  us,  and 
we  gave  over  all  further  projedls  of 
the  kind.  The 
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The  fea,  by  this  time,  having  be- 
come  almoft  calm,  I  formed  a  refolu- 
tion  of  going  aboard  our  veffel ,  by 
means  of  the  {bartered  boat  that  had 
faved  us  fo  fuccefsfully  before.  If  it 
fhould  fail  me,  in  the  paflage,  faid  I 
to  myfelf,  the  diftance  is  not  fo  great, 
but  that  I  {hall  be  able  to  fwim 
back  again,  while  the  wind  conti¬ 
nues  its  prefent  {lumber. 

Upon  this  reflection,  I  applied  to 
two  of  the  failors,  that  I  knew  to 
be  good  fwimmers,  to  go  along  with 
me ;  but  the  propofltion  made  them 
{hudder.  They  had  not  fo  foon  for¬ 
got  their  fufFerings  on  the  fide  of  the 
veflel  ;  and  they  trembled  at  the  idea 
of  their  being  obliged  to  renew  them, 
if  the  ftorm  fhould  happen  to  rife 
again,  before  they  could  return. 

I  did  not  prefs  them  further,  they 
might  have  been  ufelefs  to  me ;  for 

even  fhould  they  have  ventured,  with 

fo 
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fo  much  dread  about  them,  and  terri¬ 
fied  at  the  fmalleft  wave,  inftead  of 
affording  me  affiftance,  they  might  ra¬ 
ther  have  increafed  my  difficulties,  and 
embarraffed  the  enterprize  I  had  deter-- 

mined  to  adventure  upon. 

The  very  idea  of  that  unlucky  ilnp 
had  filled  the  minds  of  the  whole 
crew  with  fo  much  horror,  that 
many  of  them  endeavoured  to  dif- 
fuade  me  from  my  purpofe.  I  chid 
them  for  their  panic,  and  ran  in¬ 
to  the  boat  with  precipitation,  without 
liflening  to  any  more  of  their  remon- 
ftrances,  left  their  united  perfuaftons 
might  have  weakened  my  refolution. 

I  have  obferved,  upon  feveral  occa- 
fions  in  life,  how  much  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  many  is  apt  to  influence  the 
individual.  The  braveft  foldier  will 
become  timorous,  on  a  party  with 
poltroons, ;  and  a  coward  has  often 

been  inlpired  with  the  courage  of  his 

/ 

companions.  I  ar- 
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I  arrived  fafe  at  the  fhip,  where  tlid 
lea,  having  fubfided  after  the  florm, 
nad  left  fome  part  of  the  deck  unco¬ 
vered.  I  moored  the  boat,  and  got  into 
the  veflel,  with  ionic  difficulty.  It  was 
deep  in  water,  and  I  was  obliged  fomc- 
times  to  wade  up  to  my  bread;.  I  could 
not  eafily  find  the  articles  I  was  in  quell 
of ;  for  every  thing  had  been  over¬ 
turned,  and  drove  out  of  its  place,  by 
the  many  fliocks  the  veffiel  had  under¬ 
gone  during  the  dorm. 

I  had  the  good  fortune,  however,  to 
lay  my  hands  on  a  fmall  barrel  of  gun¬ 
powder,  about  -twenty-five  pounds 
weight.  It  happened  to  lye  in  a  place 
above  the  water  ;  befides,  the  cafk  was 
{launch  enough  to  have  kept  the  pow¬ 
der  dry,  as  it  had  been  before  ufed  for 
brandy,  and  afterwards  applied  to  this 
purpofe  by  Monfieur  la  Couture,  when 
he  was  fitting  out  for  this  unhap¬ 
py  voyage.  I  recovered  alfo  fix  fu- 

fils, , 
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fils,  a  parcel  of  Indian  handker¬ 
chiefs,  feveral  blankets,  a  fack, 
with  between  thirty  and  forty  pounds 
weight  of  bifcuit,  and  two  hatchets, 
which  was  all  that  I  was  able  to 
carry  away. 

I  returned  to  the  ifland  with  my  lit¬ 
tle  cargo,  and  was  received  with 
a  general  Ihout  of  joy.  The  firft 
thing  I  did,  was  to  get  a  parcel  of  dry 
wood,  of  which  there  was  fuincient 
plenty  on  the  coaft,  and  had  a  large 
lire  kindled  •,  which  was  a  comfortable 
relief  to  our  little  party  :  with  this  we 
employed  ourfelves  in  drying  the 

cloaths  we  had  on  us,  with  thofe  that 

✓ 

had  taken  wet  in  our  portmanteaus, 
and  the  blankets  that  I  had  juft  brought 
away  from  the  fir  ip. 

Then  I  ordered  fome  of  the  failors 
to  bring  fome  frefli  water  from  a  fpring 
in  order  to  deep  our  bifcuit  in, 
which  had  been  drenched  in  the  Tea. 

4  This 
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This  water  was  extremely  brack  ifh  % 
but  as  it  was  not  bitter,  we  cor¬ 
rected  it  with  fame  of  the  tafia ,  and 

X" 

retied  fatisfied  with  this  improvement, 
becaufe  we  happened  to  be  ignorant 
that  there  was  any  better  to  be  had, 
in  the  ifland  ;  though  I  have  lince 
learned  that  it  abounds  with  frelh  ri¬ 
vers  and  clear  fprings. 

While  fome  of  us  were  employed 
in  curing  the  bifcuit,  and  fpreading 
them  abroad  to  dry,  others  occu¬ 
pied  themfelves  in  cleaning  the  arms, 
and  preparing  them  for  ufe,  which 

was  foon  performed.  I  happened 

» 

luckily  to  have  fome  pounds  of  fm all 
fhot  in  my  cloak-bag,  which  I  pro¬ 
vided  two  of  our  bed  markfmen  with 
fome  of,  along  with  a  proper  portion 
of  gun-powder,  who  returned  to  us, 
in  about  an  hour,  with  half  a  dozen 
wild-fowl,  which  abound  'on  that 
coad. 

We 
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We  had  them  drefled  for  Tapper,  and 
they  fupplied  us  with  an  excellent 
meal.  We  then  pafled  the  night  round 
about  our  fire,  wrapped  up  in  our  dry 

4  'W 

cloathing :  we  felt  ourfelves  warm  and 
comfortable  ;  and  any  other  accom¬ 
modation  feemed  trifling,  in  corapari- 
fon  with  this  circumftance. 

The  next  day,  the  20  th  of  February, 
we  began  to  confider  what  we  had  far¬ 
ther  to  provide  for.  The  change  from, 
bad  to  better,  with  the  feveral  imme¬ 
diately  neceflary  occupations  of  the 
day  before,  had  fo  engrofled  our  whole 
attention,  that  we  had  not  leifure  to  re¬ 
flect  on  what  was  hereafter  to  become 
of  us.  We  had  efteemed  ourfelves 
happy  when  we  looked  back,  upon  our 
miraculous  efcape  ;  but  ceafed  to  be  fo 
when  we  looked  forward  to  our  future 
fafety.  We  were  call  upon  a  defer t 
ifland :  we-  perceived  no  beaten  path  to 
condudt  us  to  any  inhabited  fpot ;  we 

E  had 
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had  large  rivers  to  crofs,  and  great  for- 
efts  to  pafs  through,  where  we  muft 
run  the  hazard  of  lofing  our  way,  eve¬ 
ry  ftep.  Wild  beads  were  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  and  the  meeting  with  favages, 
perhaps,  not  lefs  dangerous  than  they  j 
nay  we  could  not  be  certain  but  that 
there  might  be  both  of  thefe  enemies 
in  the  very  ifland  we  then  flood  upon. 

We  knew  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Apalachian  coaft  forfake  the  villages, 
during  the  winter-feafon,  and  betake 
themfelves  to  the  neighbouring  iftands, 
where  they  follow  the  chace,  till 
about  the  beginning  of  April,  when 
they  return  to  the  continent  again,  la¬ 
den  with  the  fkins  of  wild  animals 
they  have  hunted  down,  which  they 
traffic  with  the  Europeans  for  arms, 
ammunition,  and  brandy. 

It  might  poflibly  happen  that  we 
fliould  be  furprifed  by  a  troop  of  thofe 
favages,  at  a  time  we  were  not  prepar¬ 
ed; 
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ed  for  them  ;  they  would  certainly  put 

* 

us  to  death,  in  order  to  rob  us  of  what 
effects,  though  ever  fo  inconfidcrable, 
we  might  be  poffeired  of:  we  were 
afraid  alfo  that  the  calks  of  tafia ,  that 
were  lying  on  the  coalt,  might  fall  in- 
into  their  hands,  and,  loving  that  li¬ 
quor,  they  might  get  drunk  with  it,  and 
meeting  with  us  in  fuch  a  condition, 
when  it  would  be  impoffible  to  get  • 
them  to  lillen  to  reafon,  might  maffacre 

us  all,  without  remorfe,  out  of  mere 
ftupid  brutality.  This  latter  peril,  how¬ 
ever,  we  took  care  to  prevent,  imme¬ 
diately,  by  Having  all  the  calks,  except 
three,  which  we  hid  in  a  wood,  and 
buried  under  the  fand. 

We  remained,  this  whole  day,  and 
all  the  next,  under  fuch  inquietudes 
and  apprehenfions  as  fuch  refiedlions 
mull  naturally  have  infpired.  We 
ilarted  at  the  lead;  noife,  in  dread  of  an 
attack :  we  dared  not  feparate  from 

E  z  one 


one  another,  for  a  moment ;  day  and 

«  ,  4 

night  we  flept  by  turns,  and  placed 
centinels,  fronting  the  four  points  of 
the  compafs,  to  guard  againft  a  fur- 
prize  ;  and  fome  of  us  who  diftruft- 
ed  the  vigilance  of  thofe  who  were 
on  duty,  loll  their  own  reft,  to  watch 
with  them.  In  fine,  there  never  was 
fo  fmall  a  number  of  perfons  got  to¬ 
gether  opprefled  with  fo  many  misfor¬ 
tunes  and  fears. 

The  2  ad  of  February,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  our  whole  troop,  fatigued  with  the 
vigils  of  the  night,  happened  to  fall  all- 
together  into  a  profound  fleep,  when 
we  were  fuddenly  roufed  by  a  fail  or, 

who  happened  to  be  more  watchful 

, 

than  the  reft,  and  cried  out,  “  Awake! 
“  Behold  the  favages !  We  are  loft  !” 
Every  one  flatted  up,  at  the  word  ; 
and  without  confulting  any  other  me¬ 
thod  of  fafety,  were  beginning  to  fly 
into  the  woods  ;  but  I  prevailed  on 

them 
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them  to  Hand  their  ground,  by  defir- 
irfg  them  to  look  at  the  enemy  they 
were  afraid  of,  and  to  reckon  tneir 
number,  which  was  only  five;  two  men 
and  three  women,  armed  each  with  a 
fufil  *.  “  What  are  you  afraid  of  ? 

“  (faid  I.)  Is  fuch  a  party  as  that  fo 
<£  formidable  to  you  ?  How  much  in- 
“  ferior  is  it  to  ours.  We  are  in  a  fiate 
“  to  dictate  to  them,  if  they  mould 
“  have  come  upon  us  with  any  hoilile 
“  intentions.  Let  us  wait  their  ap- 
“  proach  ;  for  they  may  to  the  laft  de- 
“  gree  be  ufeful  to  us,  by  extricating 
“  us  out  of  our  prefent  difficulties.” 

My  companions  were  ftruck  with 

fihame  at  their  cowardice,  and  fat  them- 

■ 

*  The  pafiage  in  French  is,  cc  Tous  armes  d’un 
fufil,  &  cTun  cajfe-tete  but  this  laft  expreftlon  I  ani 
at  a  lofs  to  guefs  the  meaning  of,  in  this  place.  It 
fignifies  heady  wine ,  or  any  difficult  ftudy  or  bufi- 
nefs  that  puzzles  or  perplexes  the  mind.  Were  I  to 
hazard  a  conjecture,  I  fhould  tranflate  it  a  bludgeon, 
a  good  cajfe-tete,  to  break  the  head. 

e  3 
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ielves  calmly  down,  by  the  fire-fide,  till 
the  favages  came  up  to  us,  whom  we 
received  with  every  token  of  friendfhip 
we  could  think  of,  which  was  like  wife 
returned  on  their  part.  We  pre- 
fented  them  with  fome  prefents  out  of 
our  trunks ;  and  gave  them  alfo  fome 
cups  of  tafia,  which  they  feemed  to  re- 
iifli  extremely.  He  who  feemed  to 
command  the  reft,  fpoke  to  us  in  bad 
Spaniih  ;  and  one  of  our  failors  that 
underftood  the  language,  converfed 
with  him,  and  ferved  as  an  interpreter 
between  us* 

We  learned  from  the  favage,  that  his 
name  was  Antonio,  and  that  he  was  a 
native  of  St.  Mark’s,  in  the  Apalachian 
mountains.  Hehadcome  with  his  fami¬ 
ly  to  pafs  the  winter  in  an  ifland  about 
three  leagues  from  the  one  we  were 
in  :  Some  pieces  of  our  wreck,  thrown 
upon  the  coaft  where  he  was,  had 
prompted  him  to  rove  about,  in  fearch 
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of  more.  His  family,  then  with  him, 
confifted  of  his  mother,  filter,  who, 

and  nephew. 

We  alked  him  if  he  would  take  the 
•charge  of  conducing  us  to  St  .Mark  s, 
on  aflfurance  of  his  being  fufficiently 
recompenfed  for  his  trouble.  He  Hep¬ 
ped  afide,  upon  this  propofal,  and  con¬ 
ferred,  for  near  an  hour,  with  his  fa¬ 
mily,  about  it,  calling  an  eye,  every 
now  and  then,  to  our  arms,  our  port¬ 
manteaus,  our  blankets,  and  other  com¬ 
modities. 

Thefe  appearances  alarmed  us :  we 
began  to  fufpeft  our  guide  •,  but  the 
•open  countenance  with  which  he  re¬ 
turned  to  us,  and  the  offer  he  made 
to  come  back  to  convoy  us,  without 
delay,  difpelled  our  doubts  and  appre- 
henfions.  He  told  us  that  St.  Mark 
was  not  above  ten  leagues  off*  but 
in  this  he  either  deceived  us,  or  was 

himfelf  miftaken  ;  for  it  was  above 

£  4  twenty- 
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tWenty-fix.  But  this  we  were  igncs- 

t.int  of,  at  that  time  ;  for  had  we  not, 

✓ 

ihis  in  xt.  brca.cn  of  truth  might  have 
put  us  more  on  our  guard. 

Antonio  retired  with  our  prefen ts  5 
and,  as  he  promifed  to  return  to  us 
the  nest  day  with  his  canoe,  three  of 
our  bailors  made  no  difficulty  of  go¬ 
ing  along  with  him.  He  kept  his 
word,  and  brought  us  a  prefent  of  a 
billiard,  and  half  a  roe-buck.  As  it 
Was  late  before  wc  could  fet  out,  we 
deferred  our  progrefs,  till  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing.  • ' 

On  the  2  4th  we  freighted  his  bark 
With  what  part  of  our  effedts  we  could 

r  * 

Jweil  carry  with  us,  and  departed 
Onl^  fix  of  us,  at  this  time  ;  becaufe 
tne  canoe  could  not  take  in  more  at 
once.  Tne  whole  crew  infilled  upon 
my  being  among  the  firft  pafiengers, 
being  well  allured,  as  they  laid,  that 
I  fholild  not  negled  thofe  who  mieht 

be 
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he  left  behind,  but.  would  compel  the 
favage  to  return  for  them,  if  he  fhould  1 

happen  to  be  refractory. 

Antonio  landed  us  in  the  other 
illand,  where  we  met  our  three  com¬ 
panions,  who  had  left  us  two  days  be¬ 
fore.  My  firft  attention  on  our  aiTi- 
rival  was  paid  to  the  confidence  re- 
pofed  in  me  by  five  of  our  crew  who 
had  been  left  behind  in  Dog-Illand.  I 
intreated  our  holt  to  return  inftantly 
for  them  and  the  reft  of  our  effeCts  ; 
but  he  refufed  to  go  upon  this  errand 

fo  immediately,  being  willing,  as  he 

/ 

faid  to  me,  firft  to  fet  us  down,  in 
fome  place  of  fafety,  on  terra  jirma ,  as 
they  call  the  continent.  This  I  moil 
ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  his  obftinacy  gave 
me  reafon  to  fufpeCt  his  intentions; 
and  I  prevailed  on  him,  at  laft,  to 
comply  with  my  requeft,  after  two  in¬ 
tire  days  felicitation,  promifes,  and 
■  threats. 

On 

\  .  ' 
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C)n  the  28  th  we  were  all  brought 
together  again,  which  was  a  vaft  con- 
folation  to  us  all  ;  while  we  were  a- 
hinder,  we  felt  as  if  a  limb  was 
wanting  ;  we  confidered  one  another 
as  brothers ;  we  mutually  aflifted  and 
fupported  each  other  ;  the  diftinCtion 
between  captain  and  failor  was  le¬ 
velled  to  friends  and  equals.  Nothing 
is  fo  ftrong  as-  the  ties  made  by  mif- 
fortune !  We  were  but  fourteen  now, ' 
and  confidered  ourfelves  as  of  one 
family. 

As  foon  as  we  had  been  all  col¬ 
lected  together,  I  fummoned  the  fa- 

•r 

vage  to  perform  his  promife,  and  con¬ 
duct  us  to  fome  place  of  fafety,  on  the 
terra  firma ;  but  the  favourable  difpofi- 
tion  he  had  at  firft  fliewn  towards 
being  ferviceable  to  us,  appeared  now 
to  be  flackened ;  he  feemed  to  fly 
from  our  folicitations  ;  all  the  day 
was  fpent  in  hunting,  and  he  re¬ 
turned 


V 


(59  ) 

turned  not  to  his  hut,  at  night,  which 
he  had  intirely  furrendered  to  our 
pofleffion. 

We  were  much  at  a  lofs  to  know 
what  to  conjecture  about  his  behaviour. 
Did  he  watch  for  an  opportunity  to 
Hrip  us  of  all  our  effects,  and  abfeond 
into  the  woods  ?  Such  a  fufpicion  ex¬ 
cited  us  to  fo  much  vigilance,  that 
we  thought  it  impoffiblc  for  him  to 
take  advantage  of  us. 

'  Some  of  our  companions,  wearied 
at  laid  with  fuch  an  anxious  and  un¬ 
certain  flate  of  our  affairs,  propofed 
methods  of  violence,  that  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  refeued  us  from  many 
hardfhips  and  misfortunes,  fince;  their 
fcheme  was  to  flay  the  five  favages, 
and  feize  their  canoe,  to  tranfport  us 
to  the  Apalaches,  without  further  delay. 

But  I  diffuaded  them  from  fo  defpe- 
rate  a  purpofe,  by  reprefen  ting  the 
danger  of  its  confluences.  It  was 

much 
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much  to  be  apprehended  that  the  other 
fu.vages  of  their  nation  might  foon 

come  to  knowledge  of  their  deaths, 
and  revenge  themfelves  upon  us  in  the 
fame  manner.  ISjone  of  us  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thefe  illands,  leas,  or 
harbours ;  then  how  fhould  we  be  able 
to  fleer  with  fafety  to  the  terra  firma  ■ 
Chance,  perhaps,  might  poffibly  con¬ 
duct  us  thither ;  but  what  a  madnefs 
to  embark  our  lives  on  the  foie  hope 
of  fuch  an  efcape? 

We  had  remained  five  days  in  this 
ifland,  fubfifting  on  what  fifli  and  fowl 
we  could  provide  ourfelves  with,  and 

hufbanding  our  bifeuit  with  the  clofeft 
oeconomy,  by  Aiming  ourfelves  to  an 
ounce  a  day.  At  laft,  by  lying  on  the 
watch  for  Antonio,  we  happened  to" 
intercept  him,  and  by  bribes  and  in- 
treaties  prevailed  on  him  to  carry  us 
over  to  the  continent. 


« 
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On  the  5  th  day  of  March  we  di¬ 
vided  our  little  party,  once  more,  load¬ 
ed  the  canoe  with  the  moll  confulera- 
ble  fhare  of  our  effects,  and  embarked, 
to  the  number  of  fix  ;  which  w7as  com- 
pofed  of  Monfieur  la  Couture,  his  wife, 
his  fon,  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
who,  by  a  furprizing  miracle  had,  as 
well  as  his  mother,  been  enabled  to 
furvive  all  our  hardfhips  and  fatigues, 
Monfieur  Defclau,  myfelf,  and  the 
negro. 

Antonio  and  his  wife  attended  us 
in  the  paffage,  and  left  the  three  other 
favages  behind  them,  with  our  eight 
failors  ;  from  whom  we  did  not  part, 
without  fhedding  many  tears,  on  each 
fide.  We  were  all  of  us  fenfible  of  a 
certain  opprekion  of  heart,  and  a  fort 
of  prsefentiment,  which  feemed  to  fore¬ 
bode  our  never  meeting  again. 

This  expedition,  fo  ardently  defired, 
and  engaged  in,  after  fo  much  dif¬ 
ficulty 
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Acuity,  happened  to  be  attended  with 
more  difmal  confequences,  even  than 
our  fhipwreck.  We  had  undergone 
many  fevere  misfortunes,  but  worfe 
difaflers  lay  ftill  in  wait  for  us.  It  is  in 
the  following  part  of  my  ftory  that  you 
will  find  I  had  occafion  to  exert  the  ut- 
moft  efforts  of  my  fortitude ;  which, 
however,  failed  me  often  on  the  trial. 
You  will  meet  with,  in  thefe  fubfe- 
quent  memoirs,  fuch  incredible  mis¬ 
fortunes,  and  circumftances  fo  block¬ 
ing,  that  the  foie  recollection  of  them 
makes  me  tremble  ftill,  even  while  I 
am  but  barely  relating  them. 

Antonio  had  affured  us,  that  our 
voyage  would  be  completed  in  about 
two  days ;  we  fhould,  therefore,  have 
only  laid  in  provifions  fufficient  merely 
to  have  ferved  us  during  the  paffage,  if 
the  late  experience  of  former  difficul¬ 
ties  and  difappointments  had  not  hint¬ 
ed  the  precaution  of  taking  on  board  a 

6  £ub=» 
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fubfxftence  for  at  leaft  double  the  time  . 
It  confifted  of  between  iix  or  leven 
pounds  of  bifeuit,  with  fame  quarters 
of  broiled  bear,  and  roe-buck. 

Such  a  precaution  was  prudent,  but 
not  fufficient  ;  for  our  paffage  was 
much  longer  than  we  had  been  made 
to  imagine.  Antonio,  after  about  three 
leagues  failing,  flopt  at  an  iflanu, 
where  he  obliged  us  to  flay,  till  the 
next  day,  when  he  did  not  make  greater 
expedition  than  before.  I  took  notice 
that,  inftead  of  making  towards  the 
continent,  he  carried  us  from  one  iiland 
to  another,  without  any  manner  of 
purpofe,  that  we  could  conceive.  This 
extraordinary  manner  of  proceeding 
rendered  me  extremely  uneafy,  and 
augmented  the  diftruft  which  his  for¬ 
mer  condudf  had  infpired  me  with. 

Seven  days  were  loitered  away,  in 
thefe  trips,  our  provifions  were  ex- 
haufted,  and  we  had  nothing  to  fub- 

bft 
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,fifl  on,  except  a  few  oyflers  that  we 
met  with  on  fome  of  the  coafts,  and  two 
or  three  wild  fowls,  that  the  favaees 
afforded  us,  now  and  then.  Nor  were 
we,  after  all,  brought  even  within  a 
view  of  the  continent;  though,  over¬ 
powered  with  fatigue,  weakened  by 
«  *  » 

the  bad  and  fcanty  fultenance  we  had 
been  able  to  provide  ourfelves  with, 
and  become  now  fo  extremely  feeble, 
that  we  were  hardly  able  to  row  the 
boat,  in  turns. 

The  miferable  fituation  to  which  we 
were  at  lad  reduced,  made  fuch  an 
im  predion  on  my  mind,  as  I  had  ne¬ 
ver  felt  before.  My  patience  being 

•. 

quite  exha  lifted,  by  the  continuance  of 
his  perverfenefs,  I  became  feized  with 
fuch  a  fit  of  rage  and  violence  as  was 
not  any  part  of  my  ufual  character. 
Antonio  appeared  plainly  to  be  a  trea¬ 
cherous  villain,  who  meant  to  let  ns 
perifh,  piece-meal  $  and  felf-defence 

jufti« 
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juftified  any  meafure  that  might  he 
necefifary  towards  extricating  us  from 
our  danger.  Thefe  refledtions  agitated 
my  mind,  in  the  middle  of  the  night ; 

I  took  Monfieur  Dcfclau  and  La  Cou¬ 
ture  apart,  to  confult  with,  on  this 
emergency. 

It  furprized  me,  even  then,  how  I 
could  be  capable  of  arguing  fo  warmly 
for  the  putting  of  Antonio  to  death, 
when  it  was  I  alone  who  had  flood 

-ft. 

forth  in  his  defence,  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  againft  our  whole  crew.  I  am 
not  naturally  cruel,  but  misfortunes 
had  rendered  me  outrageous  enough, 
at  thac  inftant,  both  to  purpofe  and 
commit  a  murder.  The  {filiation 
I  was  in  mud  plead  my  excufe,  and 
the  event  has  fince juftified  my  appre- 
henfions  and  refolve. 

Monfieur  Defclau  and  La  Couture 
judged  differently  of  this  affair  ;  they 
repeated  to  me  the  fame  arguments  I 

£  had 
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had  before  made  ufe  of,  when  I  op- 
pofed  the  crew  upon  the  very  fame  oc~ 
cafion.  I  was  not  convinced,  but  com¬ 
plied,  however,  with  their  remon- 
ftrances,  and  palled  the  remainder  of 
the  night  without  being  able  to  frame 
any  other  fcheme  for  our  prefervation. 

The  next  day,  the  12  th  of  March, 

♦  * 

we  lailed  again,  little  more  than  two 
leagues,  and  landed,  as  ufual,  on 
fome  other  illand ;  where,  overcome 
with  mifery  and  fatigue,  and  requir¬ 
ing  reft,  we  each  of  us  wrapped  our- 
felves  up  in  our  blankets,  as  ufual, 
and  lay  down  before  a  large  fire.  We 
gave  ourfelves  up  to  fleep,  with  the 
moll  perfect  acquiefcence,  as  the  time 
we  pafted  in  forgetting  our  exiftence, 
was  certainly  fo  many  anxious  mo¬ 
ments  fubftracted  from  our  miferies. 

My  Humber  was  but  ihorr,  my  in¬ 
quietudes  rendered  me  wretched, and  af¬ 
forded  me  but  a  very  broken  reft,  from 
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the  difmal  apprehenfions  which  pre- 
fenced  themfelves  to  my  imagination  *, 

I  will  not  carry  it  fo  far  as  to  fay  that 
they  amounted  to  forebodings,  as  this, 
perhaps,  may  be  one  of  the  fuperfti- 
tions  that  the  more  enlightened  philo- 
fophy  has  abolifhed,  among  other  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  fame  kind.  I  pretend 
not  therefore  to  infift  upon  this  notion 
here,  I  fpeak  only  of  what  I  have  mv- 
felf  experienced. 

I  imagined,  while  I  was  in  a  doze, 
that  I  was  (landing  on  the  brand, 
and  perceived  the  fa v age  and  his  wife 
failing  away  in  his  canoe  :  my  mind 
was  fo  itrongly  irapreffed  by  this 
vifion,  that  1  took,  it  for  a  real  fac<_ 
which  had  been  juft  tranfafled  be¬ 
fore  my  eyes,  and  confequently  lent 
forth,  in  my  deep,  fo  piercing  an  ex¬ 
clamation  as  roufed  all  my  compani¬ 
ons,  who  alfo  awakened  me  by  call— 

F  2  ing 
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ing  out  to  know  what  new  alarm  had, 
juft  at  that  moment,  affedled  me. 

1  told  them  what  it  was ;  they  made 
a  jeft  of  my  terrors;  and  their reafon- 
.  ^ng  and  laillery,  with  my  being  too  far 
fioin  tne  coaft  to  have  feen  the  tranl- 
aftion,  if  it  had  been  one,  foon 
brought  me  to  conclude  that  I  had 
been  only  dreaming ;  and  I  then  join’d 
with  the  reft,  to  laugh  at  my  own 
weaknefs. 

Upon  this  they  all  compofed  them- 
felves  to  deep  again,  and  I  fell  alfo 
into  a  profound  dumber,  in  which  I 
continued  ’till  about  midnight,  when 
I  was  ftartled  out  of  it,  as  before,  by 
the  very  fame  idea  I  have  juft  related 
to  you.  My  apprehenfions  became 

now  fo  ftrong,  that  I  could  not  avoid 

' 

going  immediately  down  to  the  fhore, 
either  to  quiet  or  confirm  my  fears. 

I  arofe  alone,  without  difturbing 
any  one,  and  walked  away,  with  fee¬ 
ble 
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ble  and  daggering  deps,  to  the  fea- 
fide.  The  iky  was  clear,  and  the  moon 
fhone  bright  enough  to  afford  me  a 
didind  view  of  the  whole  coaft.  I 
looked  for  the  canoe,  but  found  it 
not ;  I  fearched  every  cranny  for  it, 
but  in  vain.  I  called  to  the  favage 
feveral  times,  but  received  no  anfwer, 
except  from  my  companions,  who,  a- 
wakened  by  my  voice,  came  all  run¬ 
ning  towards  me. 

There  was  no  occafron  to  inform 
them  of  our  misfortune  ;  they  appeared 
frantic  with  defpair,  and  lamented 
mod  bitterly  at  having  redrained  my 
hand  from  preventing  this  ad  of  per¬ 
fidy,  the  evening  before.  But  how  ufe- 
lefs  are  refledions  or  regrets,  after  the 
evil  is  become  irreparable  ! 

Behold  us  now  a  fecond  time 
left  on  a  defart  idand,  without  re- 
fource,  without  food,  and  without 
arms  to  procure  fubfidence.  We  had 
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no  doaths,  except  what  were  on  our 
backs,  and  our  blankets.  Our  fufils 
and  all  our  other  effedts  had  been 
flowed  aboard  the  boat.  Even  our 
fwords,  which  we  had  ufually  worn, 
as  defence  againfl  the  wild  beads  and 
favages  we  had  been  in  conflant 
dread  of,  had  been  carelefsly  left  be¬ 
hind  us,  the  day  before.  In  fine,  we 
remained  without  any  fort  of  weapon, 
offenlive  or  defenfive,  among  us  all, 
except  a  blunt  knife  that  I  happened 
to  have  in  my  pocket. 

The  ifland  produced  neither  root 
or  fruit,  of  any  kind,  to  fuftain  us ; 
nor  did  that  fhore  afford  either  oyfters, 
or  anv  other  fort  of  fhell-fifii.  What 

J 

a  (hocking  fituation  !  What  hope,  what 
pofiibility,  even  was  left  us  now  !  And 
what  could  avail  the  nobleil  fortitude 
in  fuch  circumflances  of  defpair  ? 

As  foon  as  the  day  appeared,  we 
rolled  our  blankets  about  us,  now 

the 
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the  only  goods  or  efforts  we  poffcffcd 
in  the  world,  and  returned  to  the 
ftrand,  hoping  to  find  fome  fort  of 
filh  there  to  fatisfy  our  hunger.  Our 
fearches  were  in  vain ;  we  walked 
for  near  two  hours,  about  the  land, 
without  difeovering  any  thing  that 
could  ferve  us  for  food,  or  even  a 
drop  of  frefli  water  to  drink. 

We  came,  at  length,  to  the  end  of 
this  barren  ifland,  from  whence  we 
could  fee  another,  that  was  feparated 
from  ours  by  a  flrait,  about  half  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  league  over  ;  we  had  paffed  a 
day  and  a  night  there  before,  with  the 
favage,  and  remembered  that  it  had 
good  water,  and  excellent  fhell-fifh,  on 
its  coalt.  How  much  did  we  regret 
that  we  had  not  been  deferted  on  that 
fpot,  inftead  of  where  we  now  were ; 
we  could  have  at  lead  fubfifted  there. 
This  reflection  increafed  our  mifery  ; 
we  fat  down  on  the  fand,  regarding 
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With  a  greedy  eye  the  ifland  before 

us,  and  deploring  the  fterility  of  our 
own. 

Prcfted  by  hunger,  we  deliberated 
whether  we  ought  not  to  hazard  the 
ci offing  that  arm  of  the  fea  which 

divided  the  two  iflands  ;  we  mu  ft  ex- 

r  *  , 

pedi  death  if  we  did  not  attempt  it ; 
our  choice  was  made  without  hefitation ; 
we  reiolved  to  venture,  but,  on  going 
to  execute  our  fclieme,  we  were 

ftopped  by  a  difficulty,  we  had  not  yet 
thought  of. 

Madame  la  Couture  and  her  fon 
were  with  us,  and  how  could  they 
iollow  us  ?  This  paftage  was  not 
dreadful  to  men  accuftomed  to  the  wa¬ 
ter  ;  but  a  woman,  and  fo  young  a  lad, 
could  not  undertake  it  without  dan¬ 
ger.  Already  we  faw  Monfieur  la 
Couture  uneafy,  meafuring  the  chan¬ 
nel  with  his  eyes,  and  thinking  on 
fhe  means  to  condudt  with  fafety  per- 
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fons  fo  dear  to  him.  Humanity  would 
not  permit  us  to  leave  them  behind,  fo 
we  refolved  to  relieve  each  other,  fuc- 
ceflively,  in  fupporting  them  both, 
whilft  my  negro,  who  was  the  low¬ 
ed  of  the  company,  marched  fir  ft,  to 
found  the  bottom,  and  point  out  to 
us  where  we  might  beft  attempt  to 
ford  it. 

I  took  the  hand  of  Madame  la 
Couture,  Mr.  Defclau  took  that  of  the 
young  man  ;  Mr.  la  Couture  made  two 
parcels  of  part  of  our  cloaths,  that  we 
had  put  off,  placed  one  on  the  head  of 
my  Have,  and  carried  the  other  him- 
felf.  Thus  we  fet  out,  at  laft — for¬ 
tunately  the  bottom  was  tolerably 
firm  and  even ;  the  water,  in  the  deep- 
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eft  part,  came  no  higher  than  our 
ftomachs  :  we  marched  on  fiowly, 
and  reached  the  eppofite  fliore,  at 
length,  in  fafety.  Madame  la  Cou¬ 
ture,  during  this  dangerous  paflage, 

fhewed 


fhewed  a  courage  and  flrength  that 
furprifed  me  ;  Ihe  preferved  the  fame 
in  every  fituation  ;  nor  could  it  be  faid 
that  her  company  was  either  ufelefs,  or 
troublefome  to  us.  We  happily  arrived 
at  this  ifland,  where  we  hoped  to  find 
fome  nourifhment ;  but  experienced  a 
new  dill  refs  that  was  near  being  fatal 
to  us— -we  had  been  an  hour  and  a 
half  in  the  water,  and  an  extreme 
coldnefs  feized  us  on  quitting  it.  To 
makea  fire,  either  to  dry  or  warm  us, 
was  now  rendered  impoffible,  as  there 
was  not  a  flint  to  be  found,  in  this,  or 
any  other  of  thefe  ifles  that  we  had 
wandered  over. 

Though  we  were  already  almoft 
fpent  with  fatigue  and  famine,  ex- 
ercife  was  our  only  refource ;  we 
continued,  therefore,  to  walk  for 
feveral  hours,  fearching  for  oyfters, 
which  we  devoured  as  fall  as  we  could 
find  them.  After  having  thus  fatis- 
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fied  the  impatients  call  of  hunger, 
we  had  the  precaution  to  gather  a  few, 
as  a  referve  ;  and  the  fun  calling  now 
a  confiderable  heat,  ferved  to  dry  our 
wet  cloaths,  and  permitted  us  to  red, 
for  fome  time.  The  air  was  extremely 
lharp,  during  the  night,  and  often 
obliged  us  to  rife  and  walk,  to  prevent 
its  dangerous  e heeds. 

-  The  next  day,  a  wind  at  fouth  fouth- 
eaft  increafed  the  heat  of  the  fun ;  wc 
renewedour  fearchafter  fhell-fifh, along 
the  beach,  but  the  tide  was  not  out,  and 
there  was  no  fifh  to  be  come  at ;  fo  that 
we  were  forced  to  content  ourfelves 
with  the  fmall  provifion  that  wTe  had 
laid  by,  the  preceding  evening.  We 
had  afterwards  occalion  to  obferve, 
that  the  tide  never  ebbed,  while  the 
foutherly  winds  continued.  We  ac¬ 
quired  this  knowledge,  at  our  own  ex- 
pence,  as  by  this  means  we  were  fre¬ 
quently  in  want  of  food.  We  fought 
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amongfl  the  herbs  and  roots  for  a 
fupply,  but  could  difcover  nothing  eat¬ 
able,  except  forae  wild  forrel. 

I  will  not  enter  into  a  tedious  detail 
of  dll  that  pafl  in  the  firlt  ten  days  af¬ 
ter  Antonio  had  abandoned  us  ;  we 
fullered  exceedingly  from  cold  by 
night,  and  not  feldom  from  famine; 
we  pafl  whole  days  in  bewailing  our 
misfortunes,  and  in  prayer  to  the  Al~ 
mighty,  that  he  would  deign  to  put  an 
end  to  them  :  in  fine,  our  pains,  our 
forrows,  and  our  employments,  could 
not  afford  fufficient  variety  for  further 
defcription. 

We  had  now  reached  the  2 ad  of 
March,  as  nearly  as  we  could  guefs, 
when,  in  the  midfl  of  our  ufual  lamen¬ 
tations,  and  anxious  meditations  on  the 
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means  of  quitting  our  wretched  abode, 
we  recollected,  that  in  a  neighbouring 
ifland,  which  we  had  happened  to  touch 
at  with  the  vile  Indian,  there  lay  on  the 
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fiiore  the  remains  of  an  old  canoe, 
which  we  imagined  might  be  pof- 
fible  for  us  to  repair  well  enough  to 
be  able  to  carry  us  over  to  the  conti¬ 
nent.  .... 

•  >  •  * 
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This  flattering  idea  w'as  readily  em¬ 
braced  ;  we  delivered  ourfelves  up  to 
joy,  as  if  we  were  already  certain 
of  realizing  our  wiihes.  The  unfor¬ 
tunate  willingly  yield  to  the  flighted: 
promifes  of  hope  ;  their  imaginations 
prefs  forward  to  the  end  of  their  fuf- 
ferings  ;  to  this  great  objed  all  their 
reafonings  tend,  and  they  either  over¬ 
look,  or  dare  not  examine,  the  obfta- 
cles  that  oppofe  their  expectation,  lefl 
they  fhould  difpel  that  happy  deluflon 
which  remains  their  foie  comfort. 

Monfleur  Defclau  Monfieur  la  Cou¬ 
ture,  and  I  confulted  together  about 
the  means  of  getting  to  the  place  where 
this  old  fhattered  boat  lay.  We  made 
an  obfervation  to  the  ea Award,  as  well 

as 
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as  we  could,  and,  computing  how  far 
diftarit  w re  then  were  from  that  coaft, 
we  concluded  it  to  be  between  four  and 
five  leagues  off.  In  reality  we  were 
not  deceived :  but  we  had  many  diffi¬ 
culties  to  encounter  in  this  expedition ; 
for  there  were  feveral  rivers,  and  an 
arm  of  the  fea,  to  crofs.  However, 
thefe  obftacles  did  not  difcourage  us  ; 
we  determined  to  attempt  the  enter- 
prize,  at  leaft,  upon  this  perfuafion, 
that  refolution  and  perfeverance  are  a 
match  for  any  undertaking,  which  is 
not  impoffible  in  nature. 

We  refolved  to  fet  out,  the  fame 
day,  and  not  to  take  Madame  la 
Couture,  or  her  fon,  with  us,  as 
they  would  only  have  retarded  our 
defign  *,  neither  could  they  have  flip- 
ported,  like  us,  the  labour  and  fa¬ 
tigue  of  it :  befides,  it  was  probable 
that  the  waters  we  had  to  pafs,  might 

be  fo  deep,  as  to  oblige  us  to  fwim, 
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which  they  were  incapable  of  doing. 
Madame  la  Couture,  convinced  by  thefie 
reafons,  confented  to  wait  our  return, 
with  her  fon:  I  left  my  negro  be¬ 
hind,  to  attend  them,  and  we  depart¬ 
ed  after  promifing  to  return,  either 
with  or  without  the  canoe,  as  foon  as 
-  poffible. 

The  proje<5t  we  had  now  undertaken, 
was  our  laft  hope  and  refource  ;  we 
talked  of  it  during  our  journey,  as  of  a 
moft  probable  fcheme.  This  re-ani¬ 
mated  our  fpirits,  recruited  our  ftrength, 
and  rendered  the  way  lefs  tedious. 

In  every  {late  of  life,  and  in  all  the 
circumftances  of  it,  mankind  indulge 
themfelves  in  chimeras,  and  often  quit 
fubftances  for  fhadows.  But  it  is  only 

J 

to  the  wretched  that  fuch  illufions  be¬ 
come  a  real  bleffing  :  whilft  their  ima¬ 
ginations  are  a  mu  fed,  their  forrows  are 
relieved,  and  for  a-  time  forgotten. 
Between  three  and  four  hours  walk- 

ing 
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ing  brought  us  to  the  utmoft  extre~ 
mity  of  our  land,  without  being  forced 
to  pafs  any  river  larger  than  what  we 
fhould  term  a  brook,  in  Europe  ;  but 
now  a  fort  of  canal,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  league  broad,  prefented  itfelf  to  our 
view,  and  arreded  our  courfe. 

We  mud  hazard  the  eroding  this 
arm  of  the  fea,  or  reflgn  our  hopes. 
This  reflection  fuftained  our  refolution ; 
and  an  hour’s  refl  recovered  us  a  little  ; 
we  needed  all  our  Arength,  as  we  were 
ignorant  whether  this  water  was  every¬ 
where  fordable,  and  trembled  led  the 
part  which  might  have  required  our 
fwimming,  fhould  exceed  the  final  1 
degree  of  force  we  might  then  be  left 
podefled  of.  This  idea  held  us  for  fome 
time  in  fufpence ;  at  length,  refolving 
to  rifk  every  thing,  we  kneeled,  and  ad- 
drefied  a  fhort,  but  fervent  prayer,  to 
God,  for  his  fupport  under  this  trial. 
The  various  perils  we  had  already  pad 
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ftd  'through,  and  thofe  wc  had  yet  to 
encounter,  taught  us  how  much  we 
flood  in  need  of  the  affiftance  of  the 
Supreme  Being  ;  relying,  therefore,  on 
his  protection,  the  moment  wc  had 
ended  our  ejaculations  we  all  ruihed 
into  the  water. 

The  bottom  was  very  unequal,  and 
for  fome  time  we  waded  in  the  uncci- 
tain  courfc  of  afeending  and  defend¬ 
ing,  when  fuddenly  we  loft  the  ground, 
and  plunged  quite  out  of  our  depth. 
As  we  were  not  above  an  hundred 
yards  from  land,  this  unlucicy  ciicum- 
flance  difmayed  us  a  good  deal,  and  ai- 
moft  determined  us  to  return  back  to 
flrore  :  however,  we  continued  Aid  to 
prefs  forward,  and,  after  a  few  ftiokes, 
had  the  good  fortune  to  recover  our 
footing  again;  for  we  had  only  fallen 
into  a  hole,  which  might  have  been 
avoided  by  taking  a  round  of  ten  or 
twelve  paces,  the  water  was  not  in  any 
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place  higher  than  our  chins  ;  and 
we  reached  the  oppofite  coafl  without 
any  other  accident  or  mifadventure. 

Quite  overpowered  by  fatigue,  we 
funk  down  on  the  ftrand,  unable  to 
advance  one  ftep  farther.  The  day, 
fortunately  for  us,  was  perfectly  fe- 
rene,  the  fun  flione  bright,  and  dart¬ 
ed  his  rays  full  upon  us,  which  dri¬ 
ed  our  cloaths,  and  defended  us  from 
the  cold,  which  would  have  elfe  been 
in  fuppor  table. 

4 

A  few  fhell-fifh  and  fome  frefh  wa¬ 
ter,  that  we  were  lucky  enough  to 
find  as  foon  as  we  could  move  about, 
helped  to  reftore  our  ftrength  a  little ; 
and,  after  a  fhort  fearch,  we  difcovered 
the  canoe.  We  examined  it  with  eager 
attention ;  but  the  view  did  not  ferve 
to  encourage  us  ;  it  appeared  impof- 
fible,  from  the  date  it  was  then  in,  ever 
to  render  it  ufeful  to  us  j  but  we  did 
not,  however,  fo  eafily  refign  the  fond 

hope 
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hope  which  had  firfl  induced  us  to  un¬ 
dergo  fo  much  fatigue  and  peril  on 


the  profpedt.  It  would  have  been  a 
dreadful  circumftance  to  us  to  have 
found  ourfelves  undeceived  all  at  once. 
We  turned  it,  therefore,  on  every  fide  ; 
we  confidered  every  part,  and,  upon  a 
thorough  infpecftion,  I  concluded  that 
all  our  efforts  would  be  in  vain. 

Mr.  Defclau  andMonfieur  la  Couture 
were  of  a  different  opinion,  and  I  acqui- 
efced  in  their  reafonings.  We  hazarded 
nothing  by  endeavouring  to  repair 
it ;  for  it  was  but  time  and  trouble 
thrown  away,  if  we  did  not  fuc- 
ceed.  Now  we  were  well  accuftomed 
to  labour  ;  and  as  to  time,  we  had  no 
other  way  of  employing  it  the  work 
would  amufe  us  while  wre  were  occu¬ 
pied  about  it,  and  help  to  fuftain  our 
fmall  remains  of  hope.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  were  matters  of  no  incon- 
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lide  table  importance,  in  a  fituation  fo 
wretched  and  forlorn  as  ours. 

We  began,  then,  diredtly,  to  gather 
a  parcel  of  oilers,  and  a  fort  of 
tougli-compadled  mafs  that  is  called 
Spariijlj  beard,  that  grows  generally  on  the 
bark  of  the  trees,  in  thofeiflands;  which 
we  made  ufe  of  for  caling  and  caulk¬ 
ing  our  leaky  vefiel.  In  this  opera- 
tion  we  continued  to  labour,  till  the 
more  immediate  calls  of  hunger 
obliged  us  to  feek  every- where  for 
food,  of  which  we  happily  found  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  for  that  time. 

i  he  day  was  now  beginning  to 
clofe,  and  a  fharp  wind  arofe,  which 
threatened  us  with  a  night  feverely 
cold ;  we  lamented  bitterly  the  not 
having  it  in  our  power  to  relieve  our- 
felves  with  a  fire  ;  the  fmalleft  flint 
would  have  been  to  us,  then,  a  greater 
.  treafure  than  the  largeft  diamond. 


At 
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At  that  inftant  I  happened  luckily 
to  recollect  that  the  favage,  who  had 
fo  cruelly  betrayed  us,  had  changed 
the  flint  of  his  gun  the  day  that  we 
refted  in  this  ifland ;  the  remembrance 
of  this  circumftance  revived  a  gleam 
of  hope  in  my  defponding  mind ;  I 
immediately  flarted  up,  with  a  precipi¬ 
tation  that  furprifed  my  companions  ; 
I  left  them,  without  fpeaking  a  word, 
and  ran  haftily  towards  that  fide  of 
the  fhore  where  Antonio  had  landed 
us. 

It  was  at  no  great  diftance,  and  I 
foon  found  the  place  where  we  had 
palled  that  night,  and  where  there  Hill 
remained  the  cinders  of  our  fire ;  I 
fearched  carefully  for  the  fpot  on 
which  the  Indian  had  changed  his  flint, 
and  call;  away  the  old  one. 

There  was  not  a  crevice  but  I  exa¬ 
mined  with  the  moll  fcrupulous  atten- 

« 

lion,  and  not  a  blade  of  grafs  but  I 

G  3  turned 
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turned  up,  to  fee  if  this  precipus  {lone 
was  concealed  beneath  it. 

I  fpent  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  in 

4  **  •*  *f 

this  fruitlefs  fearch ;  night  began  to 
fall,  and  I  had  now  only  the  faint  and 
uncertain  glimmering  of  the  twilight 
to  affift  me,  by  which  it  was  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  have  difcerned  fo  fmall  an 
object.  I  then  gave  up  all  hopes,  and 
was  preparing  to  return  to  my  com¬ 
panions,  more  difpirited  and  afflifted 
than  I  was  at  leaving  them,  when  I 
felt  under  my  naked  foot  (for  I  had 
thrown  alide  my  fhoes,  as  being  of  no 
farther  ufe  to  me)  fome  hard  fubftance 
or  other.  I  flopt  fhort,  with  a  fecret 
fhuddering,  an  anxious  {late  of  mind 
between  hope  and  fear  ;  I  {looped 
down,  and,  with  a  trembling  hand, 
took  it  from  under  my  foot,  which  I 
did  not  dare  to  move,  for  fear  of 
miffing  what  I  was  in  fearch  of.  It 
was,  in  fine,  the  very  flint  I  had  been  fo 

*  *  i  »  •  v  i 

long  in  quell  of.  '  The 
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The  joy  I  felt,  on  this  occaflon, 
muft,  doubtlefs,  appear  amazing  to 
you  ;  and  thofe  who  have  never  been 
in  my  circumftances,  will  look  on 
this  lucky  prize  but  as  a  common  peb¬ 
ble.  O,  my  friend!  may  you  ever  re¬ 
main  a  ftranger  to  fuch  extreme  necef- 
lity  as  gives  the  higheft  value  and  im¬ 
portance  to  the  moil  worthlefs  things 

in  nature! 

Tranfported  with  extafy,  I  flew  to 
my  companions  !  “  Good  news  !  good 
«  news !  (I  cried  out,  as  far  as  they 
il  could  hear  me.)  1  have  found  it !  I 
«  have  found  it !”  They  ran  towards 
me,  at  the  found  of  my  exclamations, 
and  inquired  into  the  meaning  of 
them.  I  fhewfed  them  the  flint,  and 
defired  them  immediately  to  gather  up 
fome  dry  wood  ;  I  took  my  knife,  the 
only  iron  inftrument  which  remained 
in  our  pofleflion,  I  tore  my  ruffles  for 
tinder ;  and,at  laft,  contrived  to  light  up 

G  4  a  large 
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a  large  fire,  which  defended  us  again  ft 
the  damps  of  the  night,  and  warmed 
ana  relieved  our  wearied  limbs. 

KwW  delicious  did  this  night  appear 
to  us,  compared  to  the  foregoing  ones  ! 
With  what  luxury  did  we  flretch  our- 
fc.ves  before  the  lire  !  How  fweet  and 
lefrefhing  were  our  11  umbers,  in  which 
we  lay  diholved  till  the  rays  of  the  rift 
inS  fun,  beaming  forcibly  upon  our 
heads,  awakened  us. 

It  is  unnecelfary  to  tell  you  with 
what  a  fond  folicitude  I  watched 
and  guarded  the  precious  talifman, 
which  had  redeemed  us  from  dell  ruc¬ 
tion  ;  I  would  never  part  with  it,  for  a 
minute,  even  to  thofe  who  were  equal¬ 
ly  interefted  in  its  prefervation,  but 
kept  it  ever  wrapt  up  in  two  hand¬ 
kerchiefs,  which  I  tied  about  my  neck ; 
and  even  now,  while  I  am  writing,  I 
cannot  help  fometimes  breaking  off, 
and  feeling  for  it,  as  if  it  were  fl.il! 


there. 
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We  pafled  the  fecond  day,  after  our 
arrival  in  this  ifland,  in  continuing  our 
labours  toward  repairing  the  fkif!,  and 
caulked  it  with  one  of  our  coverlets  or 
blankets,  which  we  facrificed  to  that 
purpofe  ;  but  had  fcarccly  fmifhed  our 
work,  when  the  day  doled  upon  us  ; 
and  we  pafled  this  fecond  night  in  the 
flattering  hopes  of  not  finding  our 
trouble  ufelefs. 

The  defire  of  trying  the  experiment, 
caufed  us  to  awake  early,  the  next 
morning,  eager  to  launch  our  canoe. 
But,  alas  1  after  all  our  endeavours,  we 
had  not  yet  rendered  it  fit  for  fervice, 
at  lead  in  the  opinion  of  Monfieur  Def- 
clau  and  me  ;  but  Monfieur  la  Cou¬ 
ture  differed  from  us,  and  faid  that 
he  would  float  it  over  to  the  ifland  where 
he  had  left  his  wife  and  fon,  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  ftaunch  it  better,  by 
their  a  Alliance. 


M.  Def- 
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M.  Defclau  and  I  chofe  rather  to 
leturn  to  the  ifland  where  the  favage 
had  left  us,  and  where  our  eight  fai- 
lois  remained,  in  the  hopes  of  finding 
him  there,  and  forcing  him  to  con- 
duel  us  to  the  Appal  aches,  or  perifhing 
in  the  attempt.  We  promifed  not  to 
abandon  Monfieur  la  Couture,  if  we 
fucceeded,  and  to  fend  him  immedi¬ 
ate  fuccours,  or  rejoin  him,  if  we 
fhould  happen  to  fail  in  our  defign. 

We  then  took  leave  of  him, 
and  gained  the  other  extremity  of 
the  ifland,  after  a  mofl  ufelefs  fa¬ 
tigue  ;  for  we  could  difcover  no  ford¬ 
able  paflage,  in  a  canal  of  a  league 
over,  which  divided  us  from  the  point 
we  were  bound  to  ;  and  this  was  too 
large  a  ftretch  to  undertake  the  eroding 
of,  by  fwimming  only.  We,  therefore,  re¬ 
turned  again  to  the  fpot  from  whence 
we  had  fet  out ;  but  milled  Monfieur  la 
Couture,  who  had  already  carried  over 

4  his 
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his  fluff  to  the  place  where  his  wife  and 

fon  had  been  left  behind. 

We  then  fet  our,  in  order  to  follow 
him;  but  did  not  reach  the  border  of 
the  canal  we  were  to  crofs,  till  it  was 
almoft  night :  we,  therefore,  waited  till 
the  next  morning,  before  we  would 
venture  to  pafs  it,  as  the  fatigues  of 
the  day  had  rendered  us  too  feeble  to 
attempt  it  then,  with  fafety.  The 
alarms  we  had  fuffered,  the  firft  time, 
even  in  the  day,  prefented  themfelves 
to  our  imaginations,  anew  ;  and  we 
did  not  think  proper  to  expofe  our- 
felves  to  the  fame  again,  in  the  dark. 
Misfortunes  render  us  extremely  timo¬ 
rous.  We  call  often  upon  death,  at 
certain  moments  of  diflrefs,  and  wifli 
for  it,  as  the  period  of  all  our  forrows ; 
but  when  it  appears  before  us,  we 
flruggle  againft  it  with  all  the  fpirit 
and  vigour  of  health  and  happinefs. 


The 
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‘ihe  next  morning  we  waded  thro* 
the  canal,  with  as  good  fuccefs,  and 
Icis  rifle,  than  we  had  done  before. 
"V9  e  found  Madame  la  Couture  and  her 
Ion.  who  had  pafTed  a  mod  wretched 
and  anxious  time  of  it  in  our  abfence  ; 
we  met  alfo  Monfieur  la  Couture  with 
her,  who  had  returned  the  night  be¬ 
fore,  with  the  rotten  canoe,  that  he 
had  however  contrived  to  ferry  over, 
but  not  without  its  having  been  ren¬ 
dered  almoft  as  bad  as  before,  even  in 
fo  fhort  a  voyage.  The  labour  we 
had  employed  about  it,  was  quite 
thrown  away,  as  there  was  not  folid 
fluff  enough  to  w^ork  upon ;  fo  that 
all  its  parts  were  now  become  loofe 
and  leaky  again. 

This  ill  fuccefs  quite  funk  our  fpi- 
rits,  and  we  reflgned  all  further  hope 
in  that  projedf,  for  the  future,  and 
pa  fled  the  remainder  of  that  day  in 
reft.  The  recovery  of  my  flint  was 

an 
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an  happy  circumftance  for  poor  Ma¬ 
dame  la  Couture  and  her  fon,  who 
had  been  perifhing  fo  long  for  want 
of  a  fire.  We  lighted  up  one  imme¬ 
diately,  which  reanimated  their  har- 
raffed  fpirits  with  warmth  and  com¬ 
fort. 

Oyfters  and  vegetables  had  hitherto 
fupplied  us  with  our  only  fuftenance, 
and  even  of  fuch  provifion  we  had 
not  always  a  fuflicient  quantity  ;  but 
this  day  Providence  furnifhed  us  with 
fome  food  of  a  better  kind.  I  had  fe- 
parated  from  my  company,  to  take  a 
folitary  walk  along  the  coaft,  and  the 
irkfome  reflexions  which  occupied  my 
mind,  prevented  me  -  from  obferving 
that  I  had  ftrayed  to  a  confiderablc 
diftance  ;  and  I  continued  ftill  rumi¬ 
nating,  when  a  dead  roebuck,  that 
■  happened  to  lie  in  my  way,  roufed  my 
attention. 

%  4. 
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I  examined  it,  turned  it  over,  and 
found  that  it  was  fiill  freftn  It  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  wounded,  and 
to  have  fled  from  the  hunter,  a-crofs 
the  water,  to  this  fpot,  where  its  lofs 
of  blood  had  put  an  end  to  its  life.  I 
looked  upon  this  occurrence  as  a  pre¬ 
fen  t  from  heaven  ;  and  railing  it  with 
difficulty  on  my  fhoulders,  returned 
back  to  my  friends,  whom  I  was  not 
able  to  come  up  with,  till  after  the 
fatigue  of  above  an  hour’s  march. 

They  were  moll  joyfully  furprized 
at  the  luckinefs  of  my  adventure,  and 
moil  pioufly  returned  their  grateful 
thanks  to  Providence,  for  this  new 
relief.  We  flood  in  need  of  a  more 
fubflantial  nourifliment,  than  we  had 
been  for  fome  time  fupplied  with, 
and  we  accordingly  made  preparations 
for  a  better  repafl  than  we  had  ever 
tailed  fince  the  commencement  of  our 
misfortunes. 


We 
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We  affifted  in  preparing  the  animal 
for  food,  by  fkinning  and  cutting  it 
into  quarters,  and  then  broiled  as 
much  of  it  as  ferved  us  for  a  plenti¬ 
ful  meal ;  after  which  we  lay  down 
round  our  fire,  and  partook  of  a 
night’s  reft  together. 

On  the  following  day,  which  was, 
as  near  as  I  can  guefs,  the  26th  of 
March,  the  impatient  wifh  we  had  to 
get  away  from  this  ifland,  made  us 
to  recur  again  to  our  periago,  or  ca¬ 
noe  ;  to  which  we  ftill  returned  with 
renewed  ardour,  but  were  ftill  obliged 
to  quit  as  often  with  the  moft  mortal 
regret.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  former  tri¬ 
als  did  not  difcourage  us  from  fub- 
fequent  attempts ;  we  continued  to  flat¬ 
ter  ourfelves  that  we  fhould  fucceed 
better  on  returning  to  the  work  again, 
by  profiting  of  the  experience  that  our 
very  difappointments  might  have  af¬ 
forded  us,  with  regard  either  to  the 

method, 


t 


C  96  ) 

method,  or  materials,  we  had  before 
applied  towards  (launching  it. 

But  we  had  no  change  of  (luff  to 
fupply,  nor  more  folid  fubllances  to 
work  upon ;  however  our  labour  in 
vain  was  Bill  renewed,  without  ad¬ 
vancing  a  flep  in  our  operations  ;  and 
after  three  intire  days  fevere  fatigue 
thrown  away  upon  this  occupation, 
and  the  facrificing  two  more  blankets, 
in  endeavouring  to  caulk  this  Ikiff,  we 
found  at  length  how  fruitlefs  had  been 
all  our  pains  to  render  it  ferviceable  j 
for  before  it  had  been  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  in  the  water,  we  perceived  it  be¬ 
ginning  to  leak,  on  all  fides. 

This  difappointment  to  our  laB 
hopes,  Blocked  us  extremely  ;  and  we 
found  it  abfolutely  impoffible  to  reme¬ 
dy  it.  However,  defpairing  of  any 
other  means  of  extricating  ourfelves 
from  our  prefent  deplorable  Bate,  and 

panting  to  reach  the  continent,  we 

fliut 
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flaut  our  eyes  upon  the  clanger,  and 

I, 

having  only  about  two  leagues  to  crofs 
over  to  it,  we  refolved  at  laft  to  ha¬ 
zard  the  attempt,  in  this  fieve. 

But  then  it  mull  have  been  mad- 
nefs  to  have  ventured  on  the  paflage, 
all  at  the  fame  time.  This  would 
have  funk  the  boat,  on  our  fir  ft  fet- 
ting  out »  we  determined,  therefore, 
that  only  three  of  us  fhould  try  the 
experiment,  this  trip  ;  namely,  Mon- 
fieur  la  Couture,  Monfteur  Defclau, 
and  I.  That  two  of  us  fhould  row, 
while  the  other  was  to  be  indefatiga¬ 
ble  in  lading  out  the  water  that  might 
leak  in,  with  his  hat. 

4  •  0  * 

This  expedient  we  knew  would  lef- 
fen*  tho’  not  annihilate  our  danger  5 

but  we  refolved,  notwithftanding,  to 

f  ■> 

take  our  chance,  and  deliver  ourfelves 
over  into  the  hands  of  Providence,  in 
hope  of  a  fecond  miracle  in  our  fa- 

H  vour* 
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vour,  to  bear  us  through  this  perilous 
adventure. 

This  refolution  being  taken,  we  de¬ 
ferred  the  execution  of  it  till  the  next 
day,  and  fpent  the  remainder  of  this* 
in  endeavouring  to  perfuade  Madame 
la  Couture  to  day  where  ffie  then  was, 
with  her  fon,  and  my  negro,  ’till  we 
could  fend  them  a  ftronger  boat, 
which  might  eafily  have  been  procured 
as  foon  as  we  Ihould  have  reached  the 
continent. 

/  * 

It  was  with  difficulty  we  could  re¬ 
concile  her  to  this  fcheme,  and  ffie 
yielded,  at  length,  with  infinite  reluc¬ 
tance.  In  order  to  bribe  her  con  fen  r, 
I  left  my  flint  and  knife  with  her  fon  j 
though  I  muft  confefs  it  was  with 
much  regret  that  I  ventured  thefe 
two  jnftruments  out  of  my  hands, 
which  had  been  fo  extremely  fervice- 

able  to  us  all,  and  which  I  might 

chance 
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fchance  to  fland  in  need  of  myfelf,  if 
I  (li ould  be  a  fecond  time  fli ip-wreck¬ 
ed  in  the  leaky  canoe,  find  cad  upon 
fome  defert  fhore  :  but  it  was  nccef- 
fary  that  fhe  fhould  be  left  with  what¬ 
ever  comforts  or  conveniences  we 

I 

could  fpare. 

When  we  had  quieted  her  apprehen- 
lions,  and  filenced  her  lamentations, 
we  gathered  together  what  provifions 
we  could,  both  for  her  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  our  own  during  the  paflage; 
and  on  the  29th  of  March;  at  fun- 
rife,  we  fet  our  canoe  afloat,  faid  our 
prayers,  and  embarked. 

But  we  felt  the  plank  we  flood  up¬ 
on  bend  under  our  feet ;  our  weight 
funk  the  boat  too  low  for  fafety,  and 
we  foon  perceived  the  water  beginning 
to  fpring  through  its  fides.  Thefe 
appearances  deprived  me  of  all  manner 
of  hope ;  a  fecret  trembling  flrook 
ray  whole  frame,  and  a  profound 

H  2  ter- 


terror  feized  me,  which  I  found  k 
impoffible  to  conquer. 

I  already  faw  death  before  my  eyes,' 

* 

and  rcfolved  not  to  venture  upon  the 
paffage  •,  but  haftily  ftepping  on  fhore, 
*l  No,  my  friends  -,  (cried  I,  to  la  Cou- 
«  ture  and  Defclau,)  we  mufb  not  un- 
«  dertake  this  voyage  ;  before  we  could 
tc  advance  a  quarter  of  a  league,  the 
«  boat  would  go  to  the  bottom,  and 
“  leave  us  in  the  midft  of  an  unknown 
“  ocean,  and  far  from  any  land  where 
*c  we  could  hope  for  refuge.  Let  us 
“  remain  where  we  are  at  prefent,  and 
“  wait  with  refignation  the  farther  care 
*(  and  affiftance  of  that  kind  Provi- 
“  dence  which  has  hitherto  preferved 

us. — Let  us  not  throw  ourfelves  into 
54  the  arms  of  death,  nor  challenge  his 
6i  ftroke  before  our  time.  Heaven  will 
“  perhaps  take  pity  on  our  long  fuffer- 
<!  ings,  and  our  patience  and  fubmil- 
61  fion  may  at  length  merit  its  final  re- 
“  lief.”  •  Mon- 
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Monfieur  la  Couture  prefied  me 
to  return,  and  made  a  jell  of  my 
•  apprehenfions.  My  follicitations  and 
arguments  were  to  him  of  no  cf- 
fe<5t,  he  ft  ill  perftfted  in  his  pur- 
pofe  to  hazard  the  voyage,  and 
Monfieur  Defclau  departed  along  with 
him. 

I  remained  on  the  ftrand,  looking 
after  them,  while  they  continued  in 
fight ;  I  faw  them  proceed  with  great 
difficulty,  and  turn  round  a  little  ifland 
that  was  not  far  from  our  own,  which 
foon  prevented  me  from  feeing  any 
more  of  them. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  they  muft 
have  perifhed  then,  as  I  have  never 
received  any  account  of  them  fince  ; 
and  I  believe  that  the  boat  could  have 
fubfifted  bat  fa  Ihort  a  time  above  wa¬ 
ter,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  iftand 
which  intervened,  and  concealed  them 
from  my  fight,  I  might,  perhaps, 

H  3  have 
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have  had  the  fhock  of  feeing  the  veil 
fel  fink  before  my  eyes,  and  my  un¬ 
fortunate  friends  buried  along;  with  it 
m  the  waves. 

The  condition  of  the  periago,  as  al¬ 
ready  rcprefented,  is  a  prefumption  of 
this  event,  equal  almoft  to  a  convic¬ 
tion;  and  fome  further  circumftances 
that  have  occurred  to  my  knowledge 
fince,  and  of  which  I  fhall  hereafter 

i 

fpeak,  have  confirmed  me  in  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  their  lofs. 

I  returned  to  Madame  la  Couture, 

who  very  little  expe<5ted  to  have  feen 

* 

any  of  us  fo  foon,  if  ever ;  £he  had 
not  accompanied  us  to  the  boat,  for 
as  her  heart  had  not  confented  to  our 
risk,  fire  could  not  have  borne  the  fight 
of  our  departure,  I  found  her  fit¬ 
ting  by  the  fire,  with  her  back  turned 
to  the  fea,  weeping  bitterly,  and  la¬ 
menting  the  mifery  of  her  hopelefs  fi¬ 
liation, 

v  »  J  ■  *  **  *  * 
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My  prefence  furprized  and  flartled 
tier. — “  You  are  not  yet  gone,  (faid 
“  flie,)  Ah !  what  has  prevented  you  ? 
“  Believing  your  departure  certain,  I 
was  endeavouring  to  reconcile  my- 
felf  to  our  reparation,  and  this  af- 
“  flirting  reflection  was  beginning  to 
“  aflfe<5t  me  lefs,  through  the  hope  that 
“  you  would  not  neglect  me.  But  I 
“  fee  you  are  returned  again,  and  yet 
“  cannot  rejoice,  as  it  can  only  ferve 
“  to  renew  the  pangs  of  a  fecond 
“  parting.” 

I  ftrove  to  avoid  giving  her  more 
lively  fenfations  of  forrow,  by  not 
telling  her  the  reafon  of  my  coming 
back,  or  hinting  my  fears  about  the 
unhappy  adventurers  I  had  left  behind, 

of  whom  one  was  her  hulband.  I 

-  *  '  r  * 

concealed  the  danger  to  which  they 
had  expofed  themfelves,  and  pretended 
only,  that  upon  our  apprehending  three 

i 

paflengers  to  be  too  great  a  weight  for 

Ii  4  °  the 
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the  boat,  I  had  made  my  choice  of 
flaying  with  her,  ’till  their  return  in 
lome  llouter  veffel  that  might  be  able 
to  carry  us  all  together  over  to  the  con¬ 
tinent. 

I  added,  as  I  {till  conlidered  her  to 
be  an  objecft  of  the  utmoft  compaffion, 
that  Monfieur  la  Couture  being  charm¬ 
ed  with  my  determination,  and  allured 
that  he  was  to  leave  a  lincere  friend  be¬ 
hind,  to  comfort  and  take  care  of  his 
wife  and  child,  had  proceeded  on  the 
voyage  with  better  fpirits  and  fatisfac- 

*  l 

tion ;  and  that  I  had  promifed  him 
to  be  adlive  in  my  fervices  and  allilt- 
ance  to  both  of  them. 

Madame  la  Couture  returned  me 
thanks,  alrnoft  on  her  knees  ;  my  flay¬ 
ing  with  her  feemed  to  confole  her  ex¬ 
tremely,  and  to  raife  a  fort  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  her  mind,  that  Providence 
would  unite  us  foon,  all  happily  again. 


{  1  °s  ) 

We  remained  now  but  four  perfons 
|n  the  whole  ifland,  and  I  had  the  care 
alone  of  providing  for  the  fafery  and 
fubfiilence  of  us  all.  Madame  la  Cou¬ 
ture  and  her  fon  were  too  weak  and 
hclplefs  to  afford  me  much  affiltance, 
fo  that  the  negro  was  the  only  one 
who  could  be  of  any  material  fcrvice 
to  me  ;  and  he  was  but  a  fort  of  or¬ 
ganized  machine,  whofe  legs  and  arms 
alone  wereufeful;  he  had  neither  fenfe 
nor  forecalt,  and  was  almoll  as  much 
an  incumbrance  on  me,  as  the  others ; 
as  he  could  give  me  no  manner  of  help, 

but  when  mere  manual  labour  was  re- 

' 

quired. 

For  fome  days  after  I  had  returned 
to  them,  the  winds  continued  at  fouth 
and  fouth-eaft,  which  unhappily  pre¬ 
vented  us,  as  I  before  obferved,  from 
being  able  to  procure  any  fubfiilence, 
from  oyfters  or  other  fhell-fifh,  fo  that 
we  were  reduced  to  fupport  ourfelves 

folely 
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folely  on  a  fort  of  wild  forrel  we  picked 
up  on  the  ifland,  which  afforded  us 
but  a  wretched  fuftenance,  and  weak¬ 
ened  our  ftomachs,  without  fatisfying 
them. 

The  roe-buck  that  I  had  fo  luckily 
met  with,  had  been  totally  devoured, 
before  our  companions  left  us ;  and 
the  fame  good  fortune  did  not  occur 
again:  a  feries  of  lucky  hits  are  not 
to  be  expected  in  this  uncertain  world. 
In  fine,  our  wants  and  diftrefles  aug¬ 
mented  every  hour. 

Six  days  had  paffed  fince  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  Monfieur  la  Couture  and  Def- 
clau ;  at  fometimes  1  had  flight  hopes 
that  we  might  poflibly  hear  from,  or 
fee  them  return  to  our  fuccour  ;  but 
then  again,  my  fpirits  foon  funk  into 
defpondency,  and  even  Madame  la 
Couture  began  at  length  to  give  them 
over  for  loft,  and  conclude  that  they 
muft  have  perifhed  at  fea. 

7  I  could 
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I  could  not  pretend  any  longer  to 
calm  her  fears  and  folicitudes,  who  had 
myfelf  fo  much  ftronger  reafons  than 
fhe  to  be  confirmed  in  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  :  befides,  the  anxieties  I  had  buf¬ 
fered,  with  the  heavinefs  of  my  misfor¬ 
tunes,  had  foured  my  temper,  and  gi¬ 
ven  me  fuch  a  wearinefs  and  difgufl, 
that  I  was,  at  length,  rendered  incapable 
of  difguiling  my  fentiments,  or  pre- 
ferving  any  further  management  of 
them,  with  regard  to  others. 

Tired  to  the  laft  degree  with  my 
wretched  fituation,  and  knowing,  of  a 
fad  certainty,  that  I  had  no  one  but  my¬ 
felf  now  to  expert  any  relief  from,  to¬ 
ward  extricating  us  out  of  our  deplo¬ 
rable  circumftances,  a  thought  occur¬ 
red  ftrongly  to  my  mind,  one  morn¬ 
ing,  that  I  might  pofiibly  be  able  to 
collect  fufficient  materials  together, 
on  the  ifland,  capable  of  floating  us 
over,  fome  calm  day  or  other,  to  the 

I 

continent.  This 
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This  idea  operated  in  fo  lively  a 
manner  on  my  imagination,  that  I  re¬ 
gretted  my  not  thinking  of  it  before 
the  departure  of  my  poor  friends  $  they 

could  have  affifted  me  in  fuch  an  un¬ 
dertaking,  with  better  effect  than  in 

all  the  labour  we  had  thrown  away 
together,  or  rather  worfe  employed, 
upon  the  fatal  canoe.  I  was  refolved, 

I 

therefore,  to  fet  about  this  work,  with¬ 
out  a  moment’s  farther  lofs  of  time, 
while  I  preferved  fufhcient  ftrength  of 
body  and  mind  to  execute  it. 

I  inflantly  communicated  my  pur- 
pofe  to  Madame  la  Couture,  who  feem- 
ed  tranfported  at  the  thought,  and  who 
immediately  furmounting  the  natural 
feeblcnefs  of  her  fex,  which  her  mis¬ 
fortunes  had  augmented,  fet  her  hand 
to  the  bufinefs  with  amazing  vigour 
and  fpirit. 

We  all  of  us  engaged  in  the  work, 

without  the  lead  manner  of  delay  ;  I 

err," 
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employed  the  young  man  in  {tripping 
a  parcel  of  trees  of  their  bark,  direct¬ 
ing  him  to  thofe  which  I  thought  might 
anfwer  the  purpofe  belt,  while  his  mo¬ 
ther,  the  negro,  and  I  allifted  one  an¬ 
other  in  dragging  them  down  to  the  fea- 
fide,with  extreme  labour,  as  our  ftrength 
had  been  confiderably  impaired  by  fall¬ 
ing,  watching,  and  former  fatigue.  At 
every  five  or  fix  Heps  of  the  way,  we  were 
obliged  to  halt,  and  lay  ourfelves  down 
to  reft  ;  and,  as  foon  as  we  had  reco¬ 
vered  breath,  returned  to  our  work, 
with  a  refolution  and  perfeverance,  that 
nothing  but  the  ardour  of  redeeming 
ourfelves  from  this  horrid  exile  could 
have  infpired  and  fupported. 

We  were  aim  oft  exhaufted  by  the 
time  that  the  falling  of  night  would 
otherwife  have  forced  us  to  lay  afide 
our  labour,  and  had  the  pleafure,  on 
our  return  to  the  fire-fide,  to  find 
a  large  quantity  of  oyftfcrs,  mufiels, 

cockles, 


cockles,  and  other  fliell-fidi,  that  tiig 
young  la  Couture  had  gathered,  at 
low- water,  upon  the  changing  of  the 
wind,  which  happened  that  evening, 

Such  kind  of  food  is  deemed  un- 
whoiefome,  and  of  bad  digeftion,  eaten 
raw ;  therefore  we  broiled  them  on 
our  charcoal,  which  was  the  firft  time 
we  had  ever  taken  this  precaution,  and 
we  found  it  agree  better  with  our  flo- 
machs.  Thefe  ftfli  lofe  all  their  dan¬ 
gerous  qualities  by  cookery*  becom¬ 
ing  lighter,  and  more  nourifhing,  but 
are  lefs  grateful  to  the  palate ;  and  we 
had  nothing  to  feafon  them  with  :  we 
had  no  fair,  nor  knew  wye  how  to 
make  any :  the  float,  which  engaged 
our  whole  attention,  did  not  permit  us 
leifure  enough  to  fet  about  fuch  a  ma¬ 
nufacture.  We  were  willing  to  for¬ 
give  that,  or  any  other  commodity,  ra¬ 
ther  than  be  confined  for  life,  in  fo 
forlorn  a  filiation, 
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The  next  morning,  we  fet  ourfelves 
to  our  bufinefs  again  ;  the  tough 
rinds  of  thofe  trees  which  I  had  di¬ 
rected  La  Couture  to  (trip,  ferved  us  to 
bind  the  timber  together  ;  but,  as  we 
did  not  think  thofe  ligatures  ftrong 
enough  to  truft  to,  on  our  voyage,  I 
made  Madame  la  Couture  cut  up  one 
of  our  blankets,  into  firings,  for  the 
purpofe.  My  negro  brought  me  feve- 
ral  pieces  of  fmaller  and  more  pliant 
branches,  vrith  which  we  interwTove  the 
grolTer  timber,  and  my  raft  was  com¬ 
pleted,  about  noon.  I  then  fet  up  a 
ftick,  in  the  middle  of  it,  which  I  fas¬ 
tened  as  well  as  I  could,  to  fervc  for  a 
mail,  to  which  I  tied  a  blanket,  by 
way  of  fail  ;  and  then  broke  up  our 
flockings,  to  form  the  thread  into  cord¬ 
age,  to  fhift  it,  as  the  wind  might  vary. 

Thefe  lelfer  matters  employed  us 
for  the  reft  of  that  day,  when  we  fi- 

nifhcd 
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nifhed  the  work,  even  to  the  fixing  £ 
finall  piece  of  timber  behind,  by  way 
of  rudder. 

Being  determined  to  fet  out,  the  next 
morning,  at  break  of  day,  we  em¬ 
ployed  ourfelves,  even  as  late  as  it  then 
was,  in  making  a  provifion  of  fome 
oyfters  and  vegetables,  of  which  we 
were  lucky  enough  to  coiled  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  to  ferve  us  at  fea,  and 
depofited  them  on  the  raft,  which  we 
had  moored  on  the  llrand,  waiting  for  • 
the  return  of  the  tide,  to  fet  it  afloat. 
The  ebb  generally  commenced  early 
in  the  morning,  and  we  purpofed  the 
reriring  along  with  it. 

In  expectation  of  this  happy  mi¬ 
nute,  we  lay  down  to  repofe  our¬ 
felves,  before  our  fire,  but  flept  very 
little  ;  for  there  arofe  an  horrid  fiorm, 
in  the  middle  of  the  night :  the  heavy 
rain,  quick  flaflies  of  lightning,  and 

loud 
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loud  thunder,  foon  roufed  us  from 
our  {lumbers.  The  wind  was  high, 
and  the  waves  grew  boiilerous. 

This  made  us  tremble  for  the  fafety 
of  our  raft,  our  foie  palladium  ;  and  the 
raging  of  the  elements  having  ceafed, 
juft  at  the  dawn  of  day,  we  all  ran 
clown  to  the  fhore,  to  fee  how  it  had 
withftood  the  hurricane.  But  alas ! 
it  was  no  more  !  The  waves  had  hur¬ 
ried  it  from  its  mooring,  tore  it  to  pieces 
and  buried  it  in  the  fea,  along  with 
our  whole  flock  of  provifions,  for  tne 
voyage.  Our  courage  abandoned  us 
all,  upon  this  extremity  of  ill  fortune, 
and  we  fpent  the  whole  day  in  con¬ 
doling  with  each  other,  and  lamenting 
the  feverity  of  our  fate,  without  {par¬ 
ing  one  thought  toward  attempting 
any  future  relief,  or  even  attending 
to  the  more  immediate  fupport  of 
nature. 

I  •  A  new 
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A  new  affliction  was  now  added  to 
our  other  miferies.  Since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  our  misfortunes,  we  had 
none  of  us  fallen  ill ;  our  healths  had 
been  happily  full  preferved,  through¬ 
out  all  our  difficulties  ;  and  we  buffer¬ 
ed  no  other  inconveniencies,  except 
want  and  weaknefs.  My  negro, 
while  we  were  confoling  one  another, 
upon  our  prefent  didrefs,  had  gone  to 
fearch  the  border  of  the  fea  for  fome 
kind  of  fuftenance,  which,  under  the 
preffure  of  our  prefent  defpondency,  we 

0 

had  wholly  neglected. 

The  tide  was  in,  and  he  could  not  get 
at  any  fort  of  fhell-fifh  j  but  happen¬ 
ing  to  meet  with  the  head  and  fkin  of 
a  porpoife,  he  brought  them  to  us  in 
a  fort  of  triumph  at  his  fuccefs.  It 
was  a! mod  come  to  a  date  of  putrefac- 
.  tion,  but  hunger  has  no  delicacy  $ 
fo  having  broiled  it,  our  craving 

ilomachs 
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ftorriacbs  greedily  devoured  every  inor- 
fel  of  that  food,  which  was  fo  offen- 
five  both  to  our  fight  and  fmelh 
About  an  hour  after  we  had  fwal- 
lowed  this  meal,  we  were  all  of  U3 
feized  with  a  mofc  deadly  ficknefs  j 
our  flomachs  had  been  overcharged, 
and  we  could  not  contrive  how  to  rid 
them  of  this  irkfome  incumbrance. 
"We  had  recourfe  to  water,  of  which 
luckily  there  was  plenty  in  the  ifland, 
and  drank  large  draughts  of  it ;  but 
this  only  eafed  us  by  degrees,  as  we 
had  no  method  of  making  it  warm. 
Our  diforder  turned  to  a  dy fernery, 
which  continued  feverely  on  us  all,  for 
about  five  days. 

The  defign  of  conftru fling  another  float 
had  occurred  to  me,  the  moment  that  I 
fa  w  the  former  had  been  defrayed  ;  but 
grief,  difappointment,  and  fatigue,  had 
put  it  out  of  my  power  to  undertake  fuch 
a  work,  on  the  firfl  day  ;  and  we  were 

I  2  none 


r.one  or  us  in  a  condition  to  fet  about 
it  while  our  diforder  continued  5  and, 
even  arter  it  had  ceafed,  we  were  left 
in  too  weakly  a  ft  ate  to  attempt  it. 

However,  the  dread  of  the  fame,  or 
fome  other  difeafe,  attacking  us  again, 
determined  me  to  apply  what  little 
ftrength  fubfifted  ftill  among  us,  to¬ 
wards  this  fo  neceftary  purpofe.  It 
had  been  madnefs  to  have  waited  till 
our  powers  might  have  been  fo  totally 
exhaufted,  as  to  difable  us  intirely 
from  executing  the  projed.  I  exhort¬ 
ed  Madame  la  Couture  to  fecond  me  ; 
flie  made  an  effort  on  herfelf,  as  well 
as  I,  and  we  all  applied  ourfelves  to 
the  work,  except  her  fon,  who  conti¬ 
nued  ftill  extremely  ill. 

It  v/as  now  about  the  1 1  th  of  April, 
I  fpeak  by  guefs,  and  we  laboured  at 
this  operation,  without  intermiffion, 
and  with  as  much  exertion  of  our- 
felves,  as  the  enfeebled  ftate  of  body 
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we  were  reduced  to  would  permit, 
and  had  the  fuccefs  to  fee  it  complete¬ 
ly  finished  by  the  j  yth  of  the  fame 
month,  at  night. 

We  buffered  double  the  fatigue  in 
framing  this  raft,  that  we  had  under- 

'  i  i 

gone  with  the  other  ;  for  the  timber 
we  were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of,  on 
this  occafion,  lay  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  fhore,  as  what  was  to  be  got 
nearer  had  been  all  worked  up,  in 
the  former  one  ;  fo  that  the  difficulty 
of  rolling  the  trees  to  the  fea-fide, 
muft  have  been  unfurmountable,  in 
our  then  Hate  of  weaknefs,  if  hope 
and  defpair  both  had  not  united  toge¬ 
ther,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  to  infpire 

the  firength  of  our  bodies  with  the 
fpirit  of  our  minds. 

At  every  paufe  of  labour,  we  trem- 

.  i 

bled,  left  bad  weather  fhould  a  rain 

O 

overtake  us,  and  interrupt  our  pro¬ 
gress,  or  deftroy  the  work  as  boon  as 

^  3  it 
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it  might  be  finifhed.  And  yet  it  was 
impoffible  to  ufe  any  further  precau-? 
tion ;  it  mufl  be  condrudted  on  the 
beach,  and  as  near  the  fea  as  could  be, 
that  the  flowing  of  the  tide  might  fee 
it  afloat,  as  all  our  united  ftrength 

would  not  have  been  able  to  launch  it 

% 

of  ourfelves.  The  High  tell  cloud  that 
appeared,  or  the  lead  breeze  that  blew, 
{truck  us  with  a  panic,  and  made  us 
forefee  a  tempeft  •,  and  our  fears  tempt¬ 
ed  us  often  to  quit  the  work,  leit  all 
our  labour  fliould  be  a  fecond  time 
employed  in  vain. 

We  returned  to  it  again,  but  with- 
out  fpirit,  and  labouring  {till  under 
the  utmod  anxiety  ;  for  as  we  had  fa- 
crificed  to  this  project,  the  red  of  our 
blankets  and  dockings,  if  a  dorm 

I 

fliould  difappoint  our  hopes,  as  it  had 
done  already,  we  fliould  have  had  nei¬ 
ther  comfort  or  refource  left  us  then ; 
but  mud  have  refigned  ourfelves 
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up,  without  farther  druggie,  to  de- 
flruftion. 

Daring  the  intire  night  of  the  i  5 dr, 
our  fears  ceafed  not  for  a  tingle  mo¬ 
ment  ;  even  the  ferenity  of  the  even¬ 
ing  could  not  infpire  us  witn  conli 
dence.  We  never  thought  of  deep, 
but  fpent  the  time  in  collecting  to&e 
ther  all  the  provifions  we  could,  of 
fi(h,  roots,  and  vegetables,  and  depo¬ 
rting  them  on  our  raft,  as  before,  re- 
folved  to  fet  out  as  foon  as  day-light 
appeared,  if  we  flioiild  be  fo  happy  as 
to  efcape  a  renewal  of  the  fame  inif- 
fortune  and  difappointment,  which  we 
had  fo  feverely  experienced  before. 

The  morning  returned,  at  length, 
and  opened  with  all  favourable  omens. 
I  went  to  awaken  young  La  Couture,  to 
embark  with  us.  He  was  the  only  one 
of  us  whofe  wcaknels  and  fatigue,, 
having  ballanced  his  anxiety,  nau  in¬ 
duced  to  deep.  I  called  him,  but  he 

I  4  made 
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nlac*e  no  reply:  I  took  hold  of  his 
ii II;.!,  to  fhake  him  from  his  Humber, 
oui  found  him  cold  as  marble,  without 
movement  or  fen  kit  ion.  I  concluded 
h,m  to  be  cead,  for  iome  minutes  ;  but 
feeling  ins  naked  bread,  1  perceived 
his  heart  was  dill  heating,  though 
with  a  feeble  pulfe.  • 

Our  lire  was  reduced  to  the  laft  cin- 
0,1  ;  for,  being  in  hopes  of  quitting 
me  id  and  every  moment,  and  having 
no  fat  tl*er  occadon  for  it,  we  took  no 
care  to  renew  it.  I  ordered  the  negro 
to  put  on  ire ui  fuel,  while  I  exerted 
myfelf  in  rubbing  the  poor  young  * 
man’s  hands,  legs,  and  arms. 

Madame  la  Couture  came  to  us,  juft 
at  that  inftant;  but  1  fliall  not  attempt 
to  deferibe  her  fituation,  her  grief,  and 
exclamations,  on  the  fight  of  her  fon. 
She  fell  into  a  fwoon,  by  his  fide,  which 
I  thought  would  have  put  an  end  to 
her  life.  Occupied  Co  materially  about 

the 
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the  fon,  what  affiftance  could  I  afford 
to  the  mother  !  I,  however,  divided  my 
cares  between  them,  as  fee  appeared  to 
Hand  in  almoft  equal  need  of  them. 

The  negro  having  made  a  good 
fire,  I  ordered  him  to  raifeup  the  young 
man,  before  it,  and  to  warm  him  by 
degrees,  while,  by  fliaking  the  mother, 
and  fprinkling  cold  water  on  her  face, 
I  brought  her,  at  laft  to  her  fenfes.  I 
faid  every  thing  in  my  power  to  com¬ 
fort,  and  give  her  hopes ;  but  fhe  re¬ 
mained  fall  inconfoiable,  and  foon 
grew  as  fick  as  if  fhe  had  been  at  fea. 

Her  fon  began,  at  length,  to  recover; 
the  cold  had  overpowered  him  in  the 
night,  which,  joined  to  the  weak  ha¬ 
bit  he  had  been  before  reduced  to,  by 
ficknefs  and  labour,  had  thrown  him 
into  a  Hate  of  lethargy,  which  muft 
certainly  have  ended  in  death,  if  I  had 
not  luckily  come,  juft  at  that  inftant, 
to  his  relief. 

What 


What  a  fituation  was  mine,  in  thefe 
circumfianccs !  Abandoned  on  a  de¬ 
le  rt  bland,  in  want  of  every  fupport 
and  abidance,  encumbered  with  two 


fcelplefs  perfons,  whom  I  could  neither 
relieve  nor  forfake,  and  deftitute  of  all 
manner  of  remedies,  either  for  their 
weaknefs  or  diforder,  having  only 
a  few  oyfters,  fame  decayed  loots, 
and  vegetables,  and  a  little  cold  wa¬ 


ter  to  fupply  them  with. 

And  at  what  a  critical  time  we  were 
reduced  to  thefe  unhappy  circumftan- 
ccs!  at  the  very  moment  when  our 
hopes  were  higheft,  of  extricating  our- 
fclves  from  our  wretched  condition  of 


exiftence,  and  of  flying  to  feme  hap¬ 
py  fpot  of  the  earth,  where  we  might 

expect  to  have  met  with  the  folace  and 

A 


comforts  of  humanity ! 

There  was  no  thinking  of  fetting  out 


both  the  mo¬ 
an  d  weak  to 
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attempt  it,  as  their  deaths  appeared 
to  be  the  immediate  conlequcnce. 
To  leave  them  behind  was  a  thought 
which  (hocked  my  mind,  and  which 
my  heart  was  therefore  incapable  of ; 
and  yet  to  abide  with  them,  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  only  to  expofe  my  fed  f  to  fur¬ 
ther  miferies  and  difappointments, 
which  could  finally  terminate  in  no 
other  redemption  but  death  alone,  by 
hazarding  the  defir  udlion  of  this  fecond 
raft,  and  feeing  it  wrecked  at  fea  be¬ 
fore  my  eyes. 

This  lad  idea,  which  my  former  ex¬ 
perience  had  given  me  fo  (Irong  an 
apprehenfion  of,  diftradted  my  mind 
and  perplexed  my  refolves,  to  fuch 
a  degree,  as  no  reafon  could  combat, 
nor  refolution  conquer  ;  and  every 
thought,  fcheme,  or  refledlion,  only 
feemed  to  increafe  the  difficulties  of 
spy  purpofes. 
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I.ui  tins  hefitation  did  not  difturb 
me  long ;  I  determined  to  fulfil  the 
obligations  of  humanity,  and  fub- 
nuttcd  my  fate,  at  length,  to  all  the 
hazards  that  mull  neceffarily  attend  my 
haying  with  thefe  unhappy  objedls; 
I  furrendered  myfelf  up  a  victim  on 
the  altar  of  companion,  and  put  my 
t  mu  in  the  great  Deity  of  benevolence, 
for  my  redemption. 

I  then  ran  down  to  the  fea-fide,  and 
brought  away  the  provifions  we  had 
confided  to  the  raft.  My  heart  bled 
inwardly  at  the  fight  of  this  our  laft 
and  only  hope,  which  perhaps  in  a 
few  hours  might  be  fnatched  from  us, 
for  ever ;  I  endeavoured  to  moor  it  in 

*•  4 

fuch  a  manner  as  might  better  ena¬ 
ble  it  to  refill  the  raging  of  the  fea,  if  a 
fecond  ftorm  fhould  a  fail  us  ;  I  took 
away  the  mall,  fail,  and  cordage,  in 
fhort,  every  thing  that  we  could  not 
repair  upon  a  fecond  wreck,  and  laid 

them 
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them  by  in  a  fafc  place,  beyond  the 

,  s 

reach  of  the  waves  ;  but  the  blanket 

I 

particularly  I  brought  up  to  our  inva¬ 
lids,  who  needed  the  comfort  of  it  in 
their  weakly  (late. 

I  fpent  the  reft  of  the  day  in  addl¬ 
ing  and  comforting  the  mother  and  the 
fon,  doing  and  faying  every  thing  in  my 
power  that  I  thought  might  drengthen 
and  encourage  them,  and  remove  all 
obftacles  to  our  departure. 

The  grief '  of  Madame  la  Couture, 
and  her  fears  about  her  fon,  were  the 

foie  caufe  of  her  diforder  :  thefe  1  con- 

»  * 

trived  to  diiilpate  in  part,  not  in  giv¬ 
ing  her  hopes  that  I  had  not  myfelf, 
being  thoroughly  perfuaded  that  he 
could  not  recover,  but  by  infpiring  her 
with  refolution  to  bear  the  misfortune, 
and  a  perfect  resignation  to  the  will  of 
Heaven. 

I  thought  it  better  thus  to  prepare  her 
for  the  event  I  expected,  and  which  I  ap- 

pre- 
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prehended  would  happen  before  the 
next  morning,  than  to  am ufe  her  with 
infincere  hopes  ;  for  indeed  he  was  re¬ 
duced  by  this  time  to  the  mod  deplora¬ 
ble  fituation  imaginable;  he  had  whol¬ 
ly  recovered  his  fenfes,  but  his  feeble- 
nefs  was  fo  great  that  he  was  obliged 
to  lye  flretched  on  the  ground,  in  his 
bla  nket ;  his  limbs  could  not  fupport 
his  body,  either  to  Hand,  or  fit  up, 

and  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 

^  / 

he  was  enabled  to  turn  himfelf  from 
one  fide  to  the  other. 

I  lay  awake  that  whole  night,  by 
his  fide,  watching  to  lend  him  any  af- 
fiilance  he  might  Hand  in  need  of;  nor 
did  he  clofe  his  eyes,  but  fpoke  to  me 
frequently,  returning  me  thanks  for 
my  kindnefs  and  attentions,  and  re- 
gretting  extremely  his  happening  to 
be  the  caufe  of  retarding  our  voyage. 

I  never  in  my  life  heard  any  thing 
fo  tender  and  affecting,  as  the  expref- 

lions 
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fions  this  pool'  young  man  addreffcd  to 
me,  on  this  melancholy  occafion.  He 
had  an  excellent  natural  underftand- 
ing,  with  a  quick  and  deep  fenfibility, 
and  a  fpirit  and  firmnefs  of  mind  far 
beyond  his  years. 

About  break  of  day  he  found  him- 
felf  growing  worfe  ;  and  I  had  the 
precaution  to  keep  his  mother  at  a 
coniiderable  diftance  from  him,  that 
flae  might  not  fee  him  in  his  la  ft  ago¬ 
nies.  This  is  a  fpedtacle  that  is  (hock¬ 
ing  to  common  fpedlators,  what  mufl 
it  be  to  a  parent !  I  knew  well  that  all 
the  fortitude  I  had  taken  fuch  pains 
to  infpire  her  with,  would  have  failed 
her  at  fuch  a  fight,  which  has  dou¬ 
ble  the  effect  on  our  minds  that  the 
mere  hearing  of  it  has. 

The  young  man  exerting  all  his  • 
ftrength  fpoke  to  me  thus  :  “  Accept, 

“  Sir,  my  thanks  for  all  the  kindnefs 
“  you  have  fliewn  me  ;  and  pardon  the 

“anxiety 
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c:  anxiety  and  trouble  I  have  given  you, 
<£  which  can  now  no  longer  foothe  or 
“  ferve  me.  I  feel  the  hour  of  death 
“  approaching. — I  fhall  never  quit  this 
“  iiland,  and  were  Heaven  to  prolong 
“  my  days,  I  could  not  accompany 
“  you  in  your  voyage;  my  legs  refufe 
“  their  fupport,  and  can  no  longer 
“  bear  me;  were  I  even  arrived  on  the 
continent,  they  have  not  ftrength  to 
«  convey  me  from  the  borders  ;  and 
«  habitations  are  rarely  found  upon  the 
“  coafts.  I  muft  then  be  left  in  the 
u  woods,  a  prey  to  wild  beafts,  and 
S£  experience  dangers  Hill  more  dread- 
c  ful,  than  I  have  already  fuftained. 

«  Let  me  advife  you,  (faid  he,  after 
“  a  fliort  paufe)  to  be  gone ;  take  the 
“  advantage  of  the  prefent  moment, 
«  and  the  raft  you  have  prepared,  if, 
“  that  fhould  be  loft,  you  have  no  o- 
“  ther  means  of  relief.”  Then  preffing 
my  hand  between  his,  the  tears  ftart- 

ing 
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ing  from  his  eyes :  “  Take  with  you, 
(faid  he,)  take  my  dear  mother  ;  the 
“  knowing  that  (lie  is  under  your  care 
S(  fhall  yield  a  confolation  to  my  lateft 
“  moments.  Leave  me  what  provifions 
“  you  can  fpare  ;  if  Heaven  fliould  yet 
“  lend  me  life  a  little  longer,  I  may 
<5  want  them.  When  you  are  arrived 
“  in  any  place  of  fafety,  you  will  not 
8t  forget  me,  but  will  have  the  huma- 
“  nity,  I  doubt  not,  to  return  hither 
“  again,  and  to  afford  me  that  fuccour 
“  and  relief  that  I  mull  certainly  Hand 
“  in  need  of,  fliould  I  be  found  yet 
“  alive  ;  or  pioufly  fupply  the  rites  of 
“  fepulture,  fliould  you,  as  moll  proba- 
tC  ble,  find  me  dead. 

“  Make  no  reply,  (faid  he,  perceiv¬ 
ing  I  was  about  to  interrupt  him,) 
“  what  I  require  is  juft ;  tjie  uncertain 
“  hope  of  feeing  me  in  a  condition  to 
“  accompany  you,  ought  not  to  make 
u  you  rifle  the  certain  danger  of  pe- 
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“  rifliing  with  me, — no  ;  I  will  die, 
“  alone. — Dear  friend,  be  gone,  pro- 
“  nay  mother ;  hide  from  her  the 
“  condition  I  am  reduced  to,  and  the 
“  counfel  I  have  given.— Comfort  her, 
“  — and  depart.” 

I  flood  mute  and  aflonifhed,  dur¬ 
ing  his  difcourfe ;  a  thoufand  ideas 
rufhed  confufedly  into  my  mind,  tho’ 
all  concurring  in  this  one,  that  our  de¬ 
liverance  depended  on  following  his 
advice  ;  and  cruel  neceflity  urged  me 
to  comply,  while  humanity,  compaf- 
fion,  and  tendernefs,  oppofed  it.  Agi¬ 
tated  by  thefe  different  emotions,  I 
clafped  him  in  my  arms,  whilfl  my 
flowing  tears  bedewed  his  dying  face. 

I  applauded  his  fortitude,  and  exhort¬ 
ed  him  to  preferve  in  it,  to  the  laft  mo¬ 
ment  ;  and  parted  from  him  without 
rendering  him  ftiii  further  unhappy, 
by  mentioning  the  flate  of  irrefolution 
I  yet  remained  in,  about  following  the 

i  counfel 
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eounfel  he  had  fo  ftrongly  and  gene» 
roufly  recommended  to  me. 

When  I  retired  I  was  wholly  wrapped 
up  in  reflections  on  his  difcourfe;  I 
admired  it,  and  thought,  with  horror, 
that  we  mult  unavoidably  perifh  all  to¬ 
gether,  if  I  delayed  to  undertake  the 
adventure  he  had  pointed  out  to  me  ; 
and  yet  the  idea  of  abandoning  him 
in  fo  forlorn  a  fxtuation,  fhocked  my 
humanity,  and  fufpended  my  refolve. 
I  could  have  borne  him  on  my  fhoul- 
ders  to  the  raft,  and  have  given  him 
every  affiftance,  during  the  paffage ;  but 
then  what  was  to  become  of  him,  on  our 
landing  ?  We  could  carry  him  no  fur¬ 
ther  ;  and  where  could  we  repofe  him 
then,  with  fafety  ?  His  hate  in  the 
iiland  was  attended  with  lefs  dangers, 
than  thofe  to  which  he  muft  be  necef- 
larily  espofed,  in  this  journey  :  here 
was  no  wild  beail  to  fear,  and  fome 
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conveniences  were  already  provided 
for  him. 

Dwelling  on  this  idea,  for  feme 
time,  my  mind  became  more  familiar 
with  it,  and  by  degrees  the  thought  of 
leaving  him  behind  me,  began  to  ap¬ 
pear  lefs  repugnant  to  my  feelings. 
My  own  prefervation,  his  mother’s  al- 
fo,  our  inevitable  deftrudion,  in  the 
prefen t  circumftances  of  our  fate  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  fufficient  difpenfation 
from  attending  one  moment  longer  to 
any  other  confideration. 

I  flattered  myfelf  that  our  voyage 
.  would  be  fliort ;  and  that  we  fhould 
prefently  arrive  at  feme  inhabited  part 
of  the  continent,  where  I  might  find 
a  boat  and  fuch  afiiftance  as  would 
enable  me  to  return  immediately,  and 
reftore  him  to  his  mother’s  arms.  This 
profped,  however  improbable  in  it- 
feif,  appeared  then  to  the  warmth  of 
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my  hopes  and  wiflb.es,  to  be  no  un¬ 
likely  event.  And  yet,  notwithfland- 
ing  fuch  a  reflection,  I  could  not  bring 
myfelf  to  put  my  refolves  into  execu¬ 
tion,  ail  that  day. 

In  the  evening  I  returned  to  the 
young  man  again,  who  reproved  my 
delay,  in  the  moft  affecfling  terms  :  “  If, 
“  (faid  he,)  your  flay  here  could  pro- 
“  cure  me  even  a  refpite  from  death,  I 
“  might  not,  perhaps,  oppofe  it ;  but 
“  your  belt  efforts  cannot  avail  me, 
“  now.  I  may,  perhaps,  linger  out  a 
“  day,  or  two,  longer,  while  another 
“  florm  may  arife,  and  carry  off  the 
“  float,  on  which  your  only  truft  de- 
“  pends  at  prefen t.  You  will  then  la- 
“  ment  in  vain  that  you  had  not  tak- 
“  en  my  advice ;  and  your  diftrefs 
“  will  be  the  more  aggravated,  by  nnd- 
“  ing  that  your  delay  has  neither  af¬ 
forded  me  confolation,  or  affiflance. 
“  I  fhall  then  expire  before  my  dear 

K  3  “  mother’s 
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“  mother's  eyes,  and  carry  with  me  to 
c<  ^*e  grave  the  melancholy  a  durance 
“  mat  die  will  not  long  furvive  me.  In 
“  the  mean  time  I  diall  leave  her  over- 
“  whelmed  with  forrow,  and  defpair  ; 
“  every  object  in  this  place,  which  fhe 
cc  can  then  have  no  hope  of  ever  quit- 
“  ting,  will  revive  my  image  to  her 
“  mind,  and  renew  the  fource  of  her 
griefs,  which  abfence,  time,  and 
“  change  of  place  may  ferve  to  weaken 
“  and  relieve.  Take  the  advantage  of 
il  this  night,  to  make  your  prepara- 
“  tions,  collect  your  providons  toge- 
“  ther,  leave  me  the  dualled  portion 
“  of  them,  and  depart  at  dawn  of  day; 
“  do  not  didurb  my  mother,  till  you 
“  are  ready  to  embark  ;  differ  her  to 
“  imagine  that  I  am  no  more,  and  that 
“  you  would  remove  her  from  a  light 
ct  that  might  diftraft  her ;  leave  her 
“  dill  in  this  error,  but  endeavour  to 
“  con  foie  her,  under  it.” 


The 
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The  ftate  in  which  I  beheld  this 
young  man,  his  amazing  compofure 
of  mind,  with  the  urgent  neceffity  we 
were  under,  at  laft  determined  me.  I 
took  the  coverlet  he  had  over  him,  and 
gave  him,  in  its  ftead,  a  furtout  I  had  on  ; 
I  Itripped  myfelf  alfo  of  my  waiftcoat, 
and  put  it  on  him,  leaving  him  ac¬ 
commodated  with  every  thing  that  it 
was  then  in  my  power  to  provide  him 
with. 

While  I  was  fetting  up  my  matt,  to 
which  I  fattened  the  coverlet,  by  way 
of  fail,  the  negro  collected  for  us  a 
large  quantity  of  fhell-fifli,  which 
foon  compleated  my  little  cargo  of  fuf- 
tenance.  I  took  fome  of  them  and 
dried  them  by  the  fire,  which,  with 
what  other  aliments  I  could  procure, 
I  placed  within  the  reach  of  La  Cou¬ 
ture.  The  fpring  was  now  advanced, 
the  nights  were  no  longer  cold,  and 

K  4  fire 
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fire  therefore  became  »efs  neceilary  to 

him. 

I  then  laid  myfelf  down  to  reft,  for 
fome  hours,  waiting  for  that  of  my 
departure,  but  could  not  fleep  ;  fo  that 
I  palled  the  time  in  converfing  with 
the  poor  invalid,  who  repofcd  as  little 
as  I,  and  who  made  the  moft  gene¬ 
rous  efforts  on  himfelf,  all  the  while, 
in  perfuading  me  to  bear  our  fepara- 
tion  with  fortitude,  and  requefting,  at 
the  clofe  of  every  period,  that  I  would 
comfort  and  protect  his  mother;  but 
the  violence  he  did  himfelf,  in  this 
exertion  of  his  ftrength  and  fpirits, 
overcame  him,  at  laft,  and  an  hour 
before  day  he  appeared  to  be  deprived 
of  all  fenfe  and  motion. 

My  utmoft  endeavours  could  '  not 
bring  him  to  himfelf,  and  I  gave  him 
up  for  dead.  I  mull  confefs  that  I 
thought  this  an  happy  releafe  to  him, 

'  gnd 


and  a  confolation  alfo  to  myfelf,  as  I 
fhould  now  be  able  to  quit  him  with¬ 
out  any  manner  of  regret ;  but  at  day¬ 
break  I  perceived  he  yet  breathed,  tho’ 
he  remained  {till  fpeechlefs,  and  feem- 
ed  to  be  in  the  laft  agonies  of  death.- 
I  left  him,  however,  ail  the  neceflaries 
I  could  ;  I  filled  the  ihells  of  the  oyfters 
with  frefh  water,  and  placed  them  fo 
near  him,  that  fliould  he  ever  hap¬ 
pen  to  recover  flrength  enough  to  need 
it,  he  might  not  want  refrefhment ; 
not  that  I  had  the  lead;  hope,  in  fo  do¬ 
ing,  that  he  could  ever  furvive  to  a 
hate  capable  of  receiving  benefit  from 
my  care. 

Having  thus  clone  all  in  my  power 
towards  his  prefervation,!  recommended 
him  in  my  prayers  to  Heaven,  and  then 
went  to  take  charge  of  his  mo¬ 
ther,  whom  I  awaked,  with  fome  diffiv 
culty.  “  Madam  (faid  I,  haftilyl,  we 

mull  be  gone  ;  Heaven  ordains  it, 
Z  and 
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u  and  'tis  our  duty  to  fubmit  to  its  de- 
“  crees.  Let  us  haften  from  hence, 
“  time  prefles,  and  a  moment’s  delay 
“  may  be  irreparable.”- — “  Ah,  (cried 
“  ihe  out)  my  fon  is  no  more! — my 
“  hufband  dead  ! — all,  all  is  loft !” — - 
Here  Ihe  flood  filent,  while  floods  of 
tears  fupplied  the  place  of  lefs  expref- 
iive  words  ;  nor  did  I  attempt  to  flop 
their  natural  courfe ;  but  led  her  im¬ 
mediately  to  our  raft,  to  which  ihe 

made  not  the  leaf!;  refiftance.  I  fear¬ 
ed  ihe  would  have  afked  to  fee  her  fon, 
which  might,  perhaps,  have  ruined  our 
defign,  by  retarding  our  voyage,  for 

another  day,  and  have  rendered  her 

/ 

incapable,  alfo,  of  undertaking  it,  at 
all,  by  depriving  her  of  the  ftrength 
which  was  fo  neceflary  for  her  to  pre- 
ferve,  on  fo  trying  an  oceafton  ;  but 
happily  Ihe  had  no  idea  but  that  her 
fon  was  far  beyond  all  human  care  ; 
and,  indeed,  I  was  myfejf  fo  fully 

allured 


I 


(  139) 

affured  of  it,  that,  in  addrefling  my 
prayers  to  Heaven,  while  I  guided  the 
float;  I  recommended  his  departed 
foul,  as  well  as  our  fafety,  to  its  Pro¬ 
vidence. 

It  was  on  the  19  th  of  April,  if  my 
memory  fail  me  not,  that  we  left  the 
ifland  ;  and,  after  twelve  hours  fail, 
happily  reached  the  continent,  without 
the  leaft  accident  or  inconvenience,  ex¬ 
cept  that  of  labour  and  fatigue.  The 
firft  thing  we  did  was  to  thank  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being  for  our  fafe  landing;  we 
forfook  the  raft,  after  having  taken  out 
our  proviflons,  blankets,  and  cordage, 
and  endeavoured  to  advance  into  the 
country  ;  but  found  it  impracticable,  it ' 
being  for  the  molt  part  overflowed, 
which  greatly  diftrefled  us,  and  evin¬ 
ced,  that  our  troubles  were  not  yet 
at  an  end,  but  purfued  us  alike,  by  fea 
and  land. 


It 
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U  was  now  fun- fee j  the  extreme 
wearinefs  we  funk  under,  and  the  fear 
of  lofing  ourfelves  in  the  night,  made 
us  cart  about  for  fome  place  of  fafety. 
We  made  choice*  of  a  piece  of  rifing- 
ground,  which,  by  its  eminence,  pre- 
lerved  us  from  the  waters  that  every¬ 
where  furrounded  us  ,•  here  were,  alfo, 
feveral  large  trees,  whofe  branches,  now 
furnifhed  with  leaves,  fheltered  us 
from  the  wind  and  dews.  I  took  out 
my  flint,  which  I  never  eat,  drank,  flept, 
or  moved  a  ftep,  without,  and  ftriking 
a  light,  prefemly  kindled  a  good  fire, 
by  which  we  fat  down,  and  fupped  on 
fome  of  the  provifions  we  had  brought 
with  us. 

Here  we  hoped  to  have  pafled  the  ‘ 
night  in  peace,  as  our  fatigue  had  in¬ 
clined  our  eyes  to  deep,  and  our  limbs 
to  reft,  which,  indeed,  we  much  want¬ 
ed  ;  but  no  fooncr  had  we  repofed  our- 
iclves,  than  we  were  awakened  with 

fiich 
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fuch  dreadful  howlings,  as  ft  ruck  our 
hearts  with  terror  and  difraay  ;  they 
feemed  to  anfwer  each  other,  and  en- 
compafs  us  on  all  fides.  Tis  impof- 
fible  to  conceive  the  horror  with  which 
we  were  feized,  expecting  every  mo¬ 
ment  to  become  a  prey  to  thefe  fero¬ 
cious  animals,  that  feemed  to  approach 
us  nearer  and  nearer,  as  the  din  grew 
louder  at  every  howl. 

My  negro,  giving  way  to  the  firft 
emotion  of  his  fear,  ran  to  a  tree, 
which  he  climbed  up  into  with  in¬ 
conceivable  fwiftnefs ;  Madame  la 
Couture  followed  him  inftantly, 
wringing  her  hands,  and  begging  him 
to  affift  her  to  gain  the  fame  afylum  •> 
but  his  apprehenlion  rendered  him  deaf 
to  her  cries,  as  it  did  her  to  my  call  j 
for  in  vain  I  intreated  them  both  to 

return  ;  in  vain  allured  them  that,  by 
quiting  the  fire  they  had  left  the  only 
place  of  fecurity. 


I  then 
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I  then  foon  heard  a  voice  of  terror, 
calling  out  to  me,  “  Help!  help!  Mr. 
“  Viaud,  or  I  am  loll !”  I  immediate¬ 
ly  fnatched  up  a  brand  out  of  the  fire, 
my  apprehenfion  for  her  getting  the 
better  of  all  fears  for  myfelf,  and  flew 
to  her  afliflance.  By  the  light  of  my 
torch  I  perceived  Madame  la  Couture 
running  towards  me  with  the  utmoft 
fpeed,  purfued  by  a  monftrous  bear, 
who,  at  fight  of  me,  flopped  fhort.  I 
advanced  towards  him,  with  trembling 

fleps,  my  fire-brand  in  my  hand  ;  and 
having  joined  Madame  la  Couture, 
conduced  her  back  unhurt ;  the  bear 
fending  forth  a  hideous  growl,  but  not 
daring  to  follow  us. 

I  then  endeavoured  to  convince  her 
that  our  fafety  depended  on  flaying  in 
this  place  ;  for  that  fire  had  always 
been  found  the  belt  means  of  keeping 
off  wild  beads,  who  never  ventured  to 
approach  it.  The  diftance  at  which 

the 
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the  bear  kept  from  us,  and  the  daunt¬ 
ed  look  with  which  he  eyed  us,  con¬ 
firmed  her  in  this  opinion,  and  fhe 
began  to  recover  her  courage  again, 
when  we  received  a  new  alarm. 

The  tree  which  the  negro  had  climb¬ 
ed  into,  was  at  fome  diftance  from  us  ; 
the  extremity  of  his  fear  not  permitting 
him  to  make  a  choice,  though  there 
were  feveral  nearer  to  us,  which  might 
have  afforded  him  a  fafer,  fhelter.  I 
looked  diredlly  towards  the  place  where 
the  cries  proceeded,  and  by  the  light  of 
our  fire,  which  now  blazed  prodigiouf- 
ly,  I  faw  the  bear  had  reared  itfelf  up 
an  end,  againfl  the  very  tree  where  this 
unfortunate  boy  had  betaken  himfelf 
for  refuge,  and  was  about  to  climb 
it. 

I  knew  not  which  way  to  give  him 
the  lead;  affiftance  ;  but  called  to  him 
to  get  to  the  high  eft,  and  moft  pliant 
boughs,  that  were  at  the  fame  time 

ftrong 
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ftrong  enough  to  bear  his  weight,  tho* 
too  flight  to  fupport  this  unwieldy 
animal,  whofe  inftincftive  faculties  are 
fuch  as  dire<5!  them  not  to  venture  on 
any  but  the  larger  branches. 

At  the  fame  time  I  threw  feveral 
flaming  faggots  again!!  the  foot  of  the 
tree,  m  hopes  to  fright  the  beaft  from 
his  purpofe  ;  which  happily  fucceeded, 

0 

at  laft :  for  having  thrown  them  thick 
on  each  other,  they  burned  together, 
with  great  fiercenefs,  and  formed  a  fe- 
cond  bon-fire,  the  blaze  and  fmoak 
of  which  almoft  blinded  the  beaft, 

j 

who  defcending  precipitately  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  tree,  quitted  the  field 
diredlly. 

All  hopes  of  fleep  or  reft,  for  this 
night,  were  now  given  over ;  our  appre- 
henfions  were  continually  kept  awake, 
by  the  incefifant  bowlings  which  fur- 
rounded  us,  and  continued  tillmorning: 
feveral  bears  approached  near  enough 

for 
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for  us,  to  didinguifh  their  horrid 
forms ;  and  fome  tygers  appeared  al- 
fo  in  fight,  which,  perhaps,  magnified 
by  our  fears,  appeared  of  a  moft  enor¬ 
mous  fize ;  nay,  there  was  one  of  them 
that  advanced  nearer  to  us,  than  any 
of  the  reft,  in  defiance  of  our  pafftve 
fire  ;  but,  upon  my  darting  feveral 
lighted  faggots  at  him,  he  retreated, 
after  having  fent  forth  a  mod  horrid 

howl,  which  was  ecchoed  back  by  all 
the  other  beads  of  the  fored, 

*  v  *  •  *  .  ,  t  t 

In  order  to  fecure  ourfelves  from  any 
further  vifits  from  fuch  horrid  neigh-  . 
hours,  we  cad  about  a  number  of  flam¬ 
ing  brands,  asfar  as  our  ftrength  could 
throw  them,  fo  as  to  form  a  fort  of 
torrid  zone  about  out  central  fire.  This 
expedient,  by  removing  the  beads  at  a 
greater  didance  from  us,  kept  them 
out  of  our  fight,  and,  therefore,  lefien- 
ed  our  fears.  But  then,  as  this  was 

I 

done  at  the  expence  of  our  bon  fire, 

L  the 
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the  wood  that  encompafied  it  was  con- 
fuming  fall,  and  we  dreaded  extremely, 
Xeit  it  fhould  be  all  fpent,  before  the 
morning’s  dawn. 

But  happily  the  night  had  been  fur¬ 
ther  advanced  than  we  imagined,  be¬ 
fore  our  fire  began  to  fail  us ;  and  the 

howlings,  which  had  terrified  us  long, 

\ 

grew  lefs  and  lefs ;  feemed  to  retire 
to  a  greater  diftance,  every  moment; 
and,  at  length,  left  not  the  leafl  echo 
of  themfelves  vibrating  on  the  air,  by 

the  time  that  day  appeared'.  The  fa- 

**  *  \ 

vage  brutes,  at  its  approach,  retired 
into  their  dens,  there  to  lye  down  and 
fieep  till  night  fhould  again  fet  them  at 
liberty  to  roam  abroad  for  prey  *, 

I  took  the  advantage  of  this  favour¬ 
able  circumftance,  to  gather  in  fome 

*  Thou  makeft  darknefs  that  it  is  night,  wherein* 
all  the  hearts  of  the  foreft  do  creep  forth. 

The  fun  arifeth,  they  gather  themfelves  together, 
and  lay  them  down  in  their  dens.  Psalms. 

firefh 
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ffefh  fuel,  and  repair  our  fire ;  I  then 
fummoned  my  negro  to  aflift  me, 
whom  it  was  with  much  difficulty  I 

j 

Could  prevail  on  to'  defeend  from  the 
ripper  moll  branch  of  the  tree  he  had 
perched  himfelfin,  and  who,  when  he 
Came  before  me,  appeared  more  dead 
than  alive. 

After  the  fear  arid  fatigue  of  the 
night,  we  could  not  think  of  fet- 
ting  forward,  before  we  had  taken 
fome  repofe,  which  we  flood  in  great 

i  # 

need  of  ;  and,  at  lafl,  ventured  to 
ftretch  ourfelves  down  before  our  fire  ; 
but  the  agitations  of  our  minds  pre¬ 
vented  us  from  any  perfeeft  enjoyment 
of  that  bleffing,  and  we  {lumbered  ra¬ 
ther  than  flept,  till  noon. 

We  then  took  a  flight  repafl,  which 

/ 

confumed  the  remainder  of  our  pro- 
viuons,  and  began  our  journey,  tend¬ 
ing  eafterly,  in  hopes  of  getting  to 
St.  Mark  in  the  Appalachian  moun-* 

L  2  tains, 
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tains,  and  meeting  in  our  route  with 
fome  of  the  favages,  who  might  con¬ 
duct  us  on  our  way,  furnilh  us  with 
provilions,  or  knock  us  on  the  head. 
This  lafl  was  the  worft  we  had  to  ap¬ 
prehend,  and  we  would  fooner  prefer  a 
hidden  death  than  chufe  to  live  as  we 
had  done  too  long  before,  palling  from 
one  misfortune  to  another,  and  expos¬ 
ed  to  the  perifhing  with  hunger,  or  fup- 
plying  the  wild  beafts  of  the  forelt  with 
meals  to  alTuage  theirs. 

Our  weaknefs  did  not  fuffer  us  to  go 
far,  that  day,  our  journey  being  only 
about  an  hour  and  an  half’s  flow  pace; 
we  took  care  to  halt,  before  our  little 
flrength  was  quite  exhaufted  ;  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  the  night  before  warned  us  to 
ufe  fome  time  and  precaution,  in  col¬ 
lecting  a  fufflcient  quantity  of  wood  for 
our  fire.  We  gathered  as  much  as  we 
could  get  together,  and  pitched  on  a 
fpot  fituated  almofl  as  our  lafl  A  age  had 
keen.  After 
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After  having  con  ft  ruffed  our  princi¬ 
pal  pile,  without  lighting  it,  we  fixed  a 
dozen  of  others  all  round  it,  at  about 
twenty  yards  diftance  from  our  centre, 

dividing  the  circle,  into  equal  inter¬ 
vals.  This  was  neceffary  to  guard  the 
approach,  on  all  fides,  and  was  the  only 
method  we  could  devife,  to  defend  us 
from  the  fury  of  the  wild  beads. 

Fear  was  the  firft  principle  of  our 
athions,  which  mull  have  been  very 
powerful  in  us,  when  it  was  fuperior  to 
the  preffing  calls  of  hunger.  We  then 
began  to  look  about  for  food  of  any 
kind  ;  but  the  place  we  were  in,  as 
well  as  all  we  had  pafTed  through,  was 
completely  barren  of  all  forts  of  nou¬ 
rishment  ;  there  were  neither  fifh, 
roots,  nor  vegetables,  fit  for  eating,  to 
be  found.  We  fearched  every-where, 
in  vain  ;  and  thought  ourfelves  happy, 
at  laft,  in  meeting  even  with  a  pool  of 
pauddy  water,  which,  however,  had 
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not  been  ftagnated,  of  which  we  drank 

plentifully  ;  and  this  was  all  the  meal 
we  had  to  fubfift  on  for  the  whole 
day. 

As  foon  as  the  night  fell,  I  {truck, 
fire,  and  lighted  up  all  our  piles :  I 
did  not  care  to  do  this  fooner,  be- 
caufe  there  could  be  no  danger  till  the 
bowlings  began  5  and  that  it  was 
requilite  to  manage  our  fmall  Hock  of 
fuel  with  the  molt  fparing  oeconomy, 
to  make  it  hold  out  till  the  ne3tt 

It 

morning. 

We  then  immediately  laid  ourfelves 
down  to  reft,  in  order  to  fecure 
fome  minutes  deep,  before  the  favage 
monfters  fhould  come  prowling 
through  the  plain,  and  roufe  us  from 
our  {lumbers  by  their  dreadful  yells. 
They  did  not  difturb  us  till  about  mid¬ 
night,  and  we  flept  foundly  till  then: 
pur  fatigues  andweaknefs  had  induced 
fuch  an  oblivion  of  our  fenfes,  that  it 

prevented 
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prevented  our  hearing  them,  before,  a«c 
I  might  well  judge,  from  the  horrid  din 
which  a  flailed  our  ears,  the  inflant  we 
awoke,  that  they  mull  have  been  pro¬ 
claiming  war  for  forne  time, as  they  were 
got  into  full  cry  before  we  heard  them. 
We  might  imagine  that  all  the 
favage  beafts,  throughout  the  defeits 
of  this  new  world,  had  been  ga¬ 
thered  together,  to  terrify  us  with 
their  bowlings.  The  different  fpecies 
of  animals  were  to  be  diftinguifhed 
by  their  cries  ;  the  roanngs  of 
the  lions  were  eminently  dreadful, 
above  all  the  reft,  and  danger  appear¬ 
ed  to  approach  us  nearer  than  we  had 
apprehended  it,  either  of  the  nights  be¬ 
fore  j  for  we  feeroed  to  be  fepaiated 
from  the  beats  themfelves,  only  by  the 
narrow  circle  of  our  fires  ;  which  con¬ 
tinued  happily  all  in  a  blaze,  and  fcj. 
prevented  any  of  them  from  ap¬ 
proaching  us  near  enough  to  be  feen* 

L  4  which 
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Vv  iiicli  was  a  lucky  circumftance  for 

U3>  as  difmay,  which  fuch  a  brutal 
thunder  had  thrown  us  into  before, 
would  nave  been  fo  augmented,  at  the 
of  them,  that  one  only  appearing 

in  view,  would  have  killed  us  with 
affright. 

Madame  la  Couture  and  the  negro 
were  m  a  fhocking  fituation  ;  I  faw 
them  feveral  times  faint  quite  away 
fear,  and  called  back  again  to 
life,  by  the  bowlings  of  the  wolf,  the 
enurnings  of  tne  bear,  the  growlings 
of  the  tyger,  or  the  roarings  of  the 
'l0n-  My  terror  was  certainly  not  in- 
i^-ffor  to  theirs,  and  yet  I  pretended  to 
encourage  and  hearten  them,  at  firft  ; 
bur,  while  I  was  driving  to  infpire 
them  with  courage,  I  loll  my  own :  a 
cold  fweat  bedewed  all  my  limbs,  and 
iny  crouching  clofe  to  the  fire  was 
,  t  ^  only  thin  g  that  kept  rpe  from  fall¬ 
ing  into  a  fwoon, 

^  <  i  '  i  i 
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The  welcome  morn  at  length  arriv¬ 
ed,  and,  by  driving  the  beafts  back  ro 
their  dens,  relieved  our  alarms,  which 
had  hitherto  fufpended  the  cruel  fenfa- 
tions  of  hunger :  but,  as  foon  as  our 
fears  were  abated,  thefe  began  to  ope¬ 
rate  to  a  fevere  degree.  Thus  were 
we  fated  to  fuftain  alternately,  the  moil 
bitter  ills  of  life,  hunger  and  fear. 
But  the  neceflity  of  food,  under  an 
impoffibility  of  procuring  it,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  the  greateft  of  them.  We  tried 
every  thing  we  could  lay  our  hands 
on,  put  it  into  our  mouths,  and  fpit 
it  out  as  fall  again. 

could  not  think  of  lying  down 
to  reft,  as  we  had  done  the  morning 
before;  but  marched  forward,  in  hopes 
of  meeting  with  fome  vegetable  or 
other,  fit  to  eat,  and  tried  every  plant 
in  the  defert,  but  in  vain.  They  were 
either  dry  heath,  or  leaflefs  brambles 
whofe  ftems  were  only  a  hard  wood, 

9  which 
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which  we  could  fcarcely  fet  our  teet 
in,  and  which  we  could  not  prevail  on 
ourfelves  to  fwallow  the  juice  of,  after 
we  had  chewed  them. 

Every  experiment  we  made  failed 
equally  of  fuccefs,  forced  tears  from  our 
eyes,  and  funk  us  to  the  utmoll  depth 
of  defpair.  Toward  evening  we  arrett¬ 
ed  our  courfe,  opprefled  with  the  ago¬ 
nies  of  grief,  and  without  the  leaft  abi¬ 
lity  to  proceed  one  ftep  further :  we 
laid  ourfelves  down  on  the  ground, 
doubtful  whether  we  fliould  ever  be 
able  to  raife  our  limbs  from  it,  again  ; 
waiting  for  deatn,  and  praying  for  it, 
with  fervency,  as  the  only  hope  we  had 
to  terminate  our  unexampled  mifery. 

The  negro,  who  was  as  weak  as  we, 
but  animated  by  the  rage  of  hunger, 
darted  up,  ran  to  a  tree  that  he  had 
been  looking  earneftly  at,  for  fome 
time,  and  gathering  handfulls  of  the 
leaves,  devoured  them  with  a  gree- 

dinefs 
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dinefs  that  furprifed  us,  and  made  me 
conclude,  that  they  mud  be  of  a 
delicious  flavour.  The  idea  that  they 
might  ferve  for  food,  encouraged  our 
appetite ;  and  we  followed  the  negro, 
to  the  tree,  and  partook  of  his  eager 
repaid. 

Our  hunger  and  our  hopes  fupplied 
thefe  leaves  with  a  favour  that  they 
had  not  in  themfelves,  and  we  fwal- 
lowed  them  as  voracioufly,  as  the  Have 
had  done  ;  but,  finding  that  this  vege¬ 
table  only  filled  our  flomachs,  without 
feeding  them,  after  having  eaten  a  to¬ 
lerable  quantity  of  them,  we  became 
afraid  of  venturing  further,  on  fuch  a 
doubtful  meal,  and  retired  from  the 
tree  *. 

After  this  experiment  we  prepared 
for  our  fecurity  during  the  night,  and 

*  The  tendrils,  or  fpring-fhoots  of  trees,  were 
were  the  fuftenance  of  St.  John,  in  the  wilderneG, 
rendered  locufts ,  in  the  Englifh  translation  of  the 
Bible  ;  and  thence  mistaken  for  the  infect  of  that 
fiame. 

employed 
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employed  ourfelves  in  heaping  up 
piles  of  wood  for  our  fires,  as  before ; 

which  was  no  very  difficult  talk,  as  we 

\ 

found  a  fufficient  quantity  of  dry  timber 
near  the  place  we  had  determined  to 
fojourn  in  till  morning ;  we  foon 
finifhed  our  work,  and  fat  down  in  the 
middle  of  it,  waiting  till  the  clofing  of 
the  day  fliould  oblige  us  to  light  the 
heaps. 

But  we  had  hardly  repofed  ourfelves 
for  an  hour,  when  we  all  of  us  found 
ourfelves  extremely  fick  ;  the  leaves  we 
had  eaten  gave  us  fuch  %  convulfion 
in  our  bowels,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 

i 

culty  we  could  writhe  ourfelves  along 
the  ground,  till  we  reached  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  fpring,  of  which  we  drank 
plentifully,  but  immediately  felt  our 
ftomachs  puffed  up,  almoft  to  burft- 
ing  *,  for,  it  feems  that  the  vegetables 
we  had  fwallowed,  were  of  a  fpongy 
nature,  and  were  fwelled  by  the  wa¬ 
ter.  We  forced  ourfelves  to  puke 

which 
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-  which  difcharged  the  load  by  degrees  ; 
but  not  without  great  agony  and  void¬ 
ing  of  blood* 

We  lay  dretched  by  the  fpring,  for 
a  conliderable  time,  without  llrength 
or  motion,  incapable  of  removing  our- 
felves  from  it,  and  expediting  to  ex¬ 
pire  every  moment ;  the  fetting  fun 
left  us  in  this  helplefs  duration,  and 
the  night  had  far  advanced  upon  us, 
before  we  were  in  a  condition  to  din 
We  lamented  at  not  being  able  to  re¬ 
turn  to  our  piles  to  light  them  up; 
we  expedited  every  indant  that  the  wild 
beads  would  come  to  devour  us,  and 
this  terror  but  increafed  our  weak- 
nefs.  We  hghed,  we  wept,  we  mur¬ 
mured  our  complainings,  but  had 
not  drength  enough  to  utter  them 
aloud. 

i  « 

The  night  having  been  now  far 
fpent,  augmented  our  dread  ;  we  tried 
again  to  creep  on  our  knees  and  hands 
to  our  afylum,  and  after  the  utmod 

efforts, 
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efforts,  we  at  lad  reached  it ;  but  fd 
enfeebled,  that  it  was  with  the  great- 
eft  difficulty  I  was  able  to  ftrike  a  light 
from  my  flint,  the  fparks  of  which 
were  received  on  a  piece  of  cloth  that 
Madame  la  Couture  was  obliged  to 
tear  oft’  from  her  fliift  ;  and  even  af¬ 
ter  this  was  done,  I  almoft  defpaired 
of  communicating  the  flame  to  fome 
dry  chips  and  leaves  that  had  been  be¬ 
fore  prepared  for’  thispurpofe;  our 
breath  was  too  weak  to  blow  it  up; 
but  at  length  we  had  the  good  fortune 
to  fet  fire  to  our  principal  pile, 
after  an  infinite  deal  of  almoft  hopelefa 
labour. 

The  horrid  din  which  we  had 
been  ufed  to  the  preceding  nights,  be¬ 
gan  now  to  ftrike  our  ears,  at  a  dif- 
tance ;  we  felicitated  each  other  at  the' 
fight  of  our  bonfire,  which  was  fo  ne- 
ceflary  to  our  fafety ;  and  to  fecure  our- 
felves  {till  further,  it  was  neceflary  to 
light  up  the  other  heaps  of  wood  that 

we 
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we  had  encircled  the  firft  with.  We 
made  new  efforts  for  that  purpofe,  we 
divided  the  toil  among  us,  and  each 
taking  two  burning  faggots  in  our 
hands,  fet  fire  to  the  piles,  one  after 
another. 

The  fear  we  were  poffefled  with, 
ferved  to  animate  our  minds,  and  fup- 
plied  fufiicient  ffrength  to  our  bodies, 
to  execute  this  neceffary  work,  in  lefs 
time  than  I  thought  it  poffible  for  our 
exhaulted  powers  to  have  effected  it ; 
and  we  had  fcarcely  finifhed  our  bufi- 
nefs,  when  the  howlings  from  the  de¬ 
fart,  refounded  from  all  fides,  and 
feemed  to  approach  quite  near  to  us. 

I  cannot  refill  the  impulfe  I  feel, 
even  now,  of  repeating  again  the  fatis- 
fadtion  and  fecurity  we  were  fenfibleof, 
in  having  been  able,  fo  critically,  to 
illuminate  our  fenx  de  joye,  as  they 
might  have  been  fo  emphatically  deem¬ 
ed,  at  that  infant.  We  had  confider- 
ably  augmented  them,  on  that  night, 


and 
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and  this  circumdance  had  therefore 
leflened  our  apprehenlions.  However 
they  continued  dill  very  powerful  with 
us,  becaufe  they  were  increafed  by  the 
additional  feeble  Hate,  both  of  our  bo¬ 
dies  and  minds,  occadoned  by  our  fa¬ 
tigues,  watchings,  and  fevere  hunger^ 
Even  the  food  we  had  attempted, 
had  reduced  our  drength  dill  more 
than  fading  could  have  done*  as  it  but 
added  dcknefs  to  famine,  and  defpair 
to  difficulty.  However,  before  the 
morning’s  dawn  we  fell  into  a  dum¬ 
ber,  and  fo  received  relief  from  our 
very  weaknefs. 

We  did  not  awake,  ’till  towards 
noon,  and  felt  ourfelves  but  little  re- 

-A 

freffied  from  our  deep,  and  miferably 
preffed  by  our  dckly  pains  and  loud 
calls  of  hunger.  We  looked  up  at 
the  tree  we  had  fo  madly  fed  upon, 
the  day  before,  with  an  horror  and 
difgud  d longer  dill  than  even  the  rage 
of  appetite,  as  it  had  brought  us 

nearer 
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nearer  death,  than  famine  itfelf  would 
have  done. 

We  then  arofe  to  purfue  our  uncer¬ 
tain  journey,  in  hopes  of  being  able 
to  meet  with  fome  fort  of  aliment,  in 
our  way,  to  recruit  our  finking  fpirits  5 
we  made  trials,  as  ufual,  on  every 
new  fpecies  of  plant,  root,  or  vegeta¬ 
ble,  we  could  pick  up,  but  with  as  lit¬ 
tle  fuccefs  as  heretofore;  there  was  nei¬ 
ther  favour  nor  nourilhment  in  any 
of  them. 

Our  hunger  increafed  every  mo¬ 
ment,  but  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
aftuage  it,  fuftained  us  every  flep,  and 
enabled  us  to  travel  on  ’till  the  after¬ 
noon.  We  call  our  eyes  around,  but 
could  fee  nothing  to  reft  our  wearied 
fignt  upon,  but  a  boundlefs  and  bar¬ 
ren  wafte,  extending  on  all  fides.  At 
length  we  arrived  a.  a  piece  of  rifmg- 
ground,  where  we  e.xpcdted  to  have  a 
view  of  fome  fruitful  fpop  or  hofpi- 


table  village  ;  but  all  was  as  dreary  as 

before  ;  nothing  but  an  immenfe  ho- 

•  * 

rizon,  with  the  fea  on  the  right,  a  fo- 
reft  on  the  left,  which  ftretched  be¬ 
yond  our  vifion,  and  before  us  a  defert 
plain,  where  nothing  was  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed,  but  the  traces  and  ordure  of 
wild  beafts. 

Such  an  horrid  profpecl  threw  us 
into  the  moft  (hocking  ftate  of  defpair  ; 
our  exhaufted  fpirits  died  within  us  ; 
we  no  longer  now  thought  of  conti¬ 
nuing  our  hopelefs  and  uncertain  route, 
in  which  we  could  not  poffibly  forefee 
any  end  to  our  wants  and  miferies,  ex¬ 
cept  what  we  might  have  received  up¬ 
on  the  fpot  where  we  had  then  laid 
ourfeives  down,  from  death  alone. 

However,  we  again  arofe,  and  di¬ 
rected  our  fteps  towards  the  foreft,  in 
further  queft  of  Providence  :  its  thick- 
nefs  and  gloom  made  us  tremble  ;  the 
trees  ftood  fo  clofe  together,  that  there 

•  ■  were 
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\vere  but  few  opens  left  for  us  to  pafs 
through,  and  we  had  not  proceeded 
many  yards,  in  fome  of  thefe  paths, 
before  we  found  them  clofe  upon  us  ; 
while  we  were  wound  about  through 
others,  to  the  very  place  we  had  firft 
entered  at ;  but  one  of  them  led  us  fo 
far  into  the  wood,  that  we  foon  loll 
our  way,  without  hope  of  being  ever 
able  to  recover  the  plain  again,  and 
with  a  moral  certainty  of  being  there 
devoured  by  famine,  or  fome  beaft. 

None  of  thefe  trees  afforded  any  fort 
of  fruit  that  might  have  ferved  for 
food,  the  moll  of  them  bearing  only 
the  fame  fort  of  leaves  that  had  like  to 
have  poifoned  us  before.  “  Tis  now 
“  completely  over  with  us,  (cried  I  out, 
in  a  tranfport  of  grief,)  “  here  mult 
“  we  lay  down  our  lives,  our  miferies 
“  are  within  a  few  hours  of  terminat- 
“  ing  themfelves.” 


M  a  I  fell 
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I  fell  on  the  ground,  as  I  uttered 
thefe  words,  Madame  la  Couture  laid 
herfelf  down  by  me,  and  the  negro 
placed  himfelf  before  us,  but  at  a  lit¬ 
tle  diftance.  We  all  wept  bitterly, 
without  railing  our  eyes  from  the  earth, 
and  kept  a  fad  filence,  buried  in  the 
moll  horrid  reflections.  We  each  of 
us  forefaw  our  immediate  deftruction, 
and  had  no  new  fubject  to  confult  or 
advife  one  another  upon. 

In  this  difmal  moment  the  mofl. 
fhocking  ideas  prefled  upon  my  mind. 


“  Was  there  ever  another  mortal,  (cried 
I  out.)  “  in  a  fltuation  fo  totally  de- 
«  void  of  relief  or  hope,-  as  we  are  ?” 

■  The  recollection  then  came  a-crofs 

> 

me,  of  fome  voyagers  I  had  read  of, 
where  fhips  being  driven  out  of 
their  courfe,  by  ftorms,  and  long  de¬ 
tained  by  contrary  winds,  in  unknown 
feas,  ’till  all  their  provifions  had  been 
fpent,  the  crews,  after  having  fuf- 

tained 
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tained  their  hunger  to  the  laft  extre¬ 
mity,  were  reduced  to  the  {hocking 
neceffity  of  butchering  fome  one  a- 
mongft  them,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
reft,  and  have  call  lots  for  the  victim. 

Dare  I  confefs  it  to  you,  my  friend  ? 
your  blood  will  run  cold  within  you 
at  the  continuance  of  my  recital,  but 
do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  that  your 
horror  cannot  poffibly  equal  mine. 
Obferve  to  what  excefs  defpair  and 
hunger  joined,  may  tranfport  us,  and 
pity  the  neceffity,  rather  than  con¬ 
demn  the  action,  to  which  my  mi- 
feries  had  now  reduced  me. 

While  the  fituation  of  thefe  voyagers 
was  running  in  my  head,  my  roving 
eyes  happened  to  fall  upon  the  negro, 
though  without  defign  or  direction  ; 
but  they  faftened  themfelves  upon  him, 
for  fome  moments,  with  a  greedinefs 
that  I  could  not  conquer,  or  refill. 
“  He  is  dying  of  famine  already  (laid  I, 

M3  “  with 


;i  with  an  emphafis),  and  to  rid  him 
“  of  his  languifhment  mud  be  a 
44  kindnefs  to  him ;  he  is  perifhing 
44  piece-meal,  and  all  our  efforts  can- 
“  not  relieve  him ;  what  then  fhould 
44  forbid  my  rendering  his  death  fer- 
44  viceablc  to  thofe  of  us  that  may  fur- 
44  vive  r” 

This  refle&ion,  however  cruel  in  it- 
felf,  did  not,  at  that  inflant,.  fliock  my 
humanity.  My  reafon  was  impaired, 
my  mind  fympathized  with  the  weak- 
nefs  of  my  body,  hunger  had  griped 
me  in  its  talons,  my  bowels  were  at  ci¬ 
vil  war '  within  ;  and  the  irrefiflible 
temptation  of  relieving  my  felf  from 
fuch  infufferable  agonies,  was  the  only 
principle  that  could  be  lidened  to,  in 
that  dread  moment. 

i 

All  other  means  were  now  become 
impofhble  ;  there  was  but  tnis  alone 
to  red  upon.  My  didratfied  foul  was 
rendered  incapable  of  confideration  or 

reflcdlion. 
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reflexion,  beyond  the  prefen t  evil  ;  it 
pofTefled  me  with  horrid  purpofes,  and 
fupplied  me  with  fufficient  fophiftry 
to  juftify  them.  “  What  wrong  (hall  I 
“  be  guilty  of?  continued  I  dill  to  ar- 
“  gue  with  myfelf.  This  animal  is 
1!  my  intire  property ;  I  have  bought 
“  him,  for  my  foie  ufe  ;  and  what 
“  greater  fervice  can  his  whole  life  ever 
“  amount  to,  than  relieving  the  mife- 
“  ries  which  now  opprefs  me  ?” 

Madame  la  Couture,  agitated  with 
the  fame  inhuman  ideas,  feemed  to 
overhear  thefe  laft  expreffions;  and, 
though  ignorant  of  the  chain  of  re¬ 
flections  which  had  led  to  them,  the 
fympathy  of  her  feelings  having  fufli- 
ciently  explained  them,  flie  called  to 
me,  in  a  feeble  tone  of  voice;  and, 
when  I  looked  at  her,  fixe  turned  her 
eyes  upon  the  negro,  and  pointing  to 
him  with  her  hand,  call  a  look  at  me, 
fo  full  of  horror  and  impatience,  and 

M  4  feconded 
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feconded  by  fuch  fupplicating  geftures, 
as  fpoke  her  eagernefs  and  wifhes, 
Wronger  than  it  was  in  the  power  of 
fpeech  to  have  done. 

I  feemed  to  have  waited  for  this  en¬ 
couragement;  and,  thinking  myfelf 
further  juftified  by  her  concurrence 
with  mypurpofe,  I  hefitated  no  longer, 
but  riling  up  with  precipitation,  and 
feizing  a  knotty  llaff,  which  I  ufed  to 
walk  with  on  my  marches,  I  ran  at  the 
wretched  viftim,  who  was  then  lying 
alleep,  and  with  a  fort  of  fury  {truck 
him  on  the  head  with  all  the  force  that 
my  reduced  ftrength  could  enable  me 
to  do. 

He  awakened  at  the  blow,  but  was 
fo  {limned  that  he  could  not  rife  up, 
which  he  attempted;  and  my  up-lifted 
arm,  now  trembling,  refufed  to  repeat 
the  ftroke  ;  my  heart  fhook  within  me, 
as  if  loofened  from  my  body,  whilft 
ftraggling  humanity  unnerved  every 

.  6  finew 
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finew  that  was  necefiary  to  complete 
the  murder. 

The  unhappy  wretch,  recovering 
himfelf  foon,  had  rifen  upon  his  knees, 
and  joining  his  hands  together,  with  a 
terrified  look  anddifmayed  accent,  cried 
out,  “  What  are  you  doing,  my  dear 
“  Mailer  ?  Have  I  offended  you  ?  Have 
“  mercy  on  me  at  lead,  O  fpare  my 
“  life  !” 

Companion  now  took  the  place  of 
cruelty,  and  my  tears  fell  fafier  than 
his :  for  the  fpace  of  two  minutes  I  Hood 
motionlefs,  without  power  to  fpeak  or 
itefolve  ;  but,  at  length,  rage  and  hun¬ 
ger  having  Hilled  the  voice  of  pity, 
a  fecond  look  and  groan  from  my 
companion  in  diftrefs,  recalled  my  for¬ 
mer  fury ;  I  became  a  wolf  again,  a  cro¬ 
codile,  an  hyasna  !  And  thus  diftradl- 
ed  beyond  the  power  of  reafon,  I  fell 
upon  the  miferable  wretch,  preffing 
him  under  me  to  the  ground,  and  roar¬ 
ing 


ing  out,  at  the  fame  time,  to  inereafe 
my  frenzy,  and  to  fmother  his  cries, 
which  might  pofiibly,  as  before,  have 
flopped  my  bloody  purpofe;  and,  ty¬ 
ing  his  hands  behind  his  back,  called 
out  to  my  accomplice  to  affift  me  in 
this  barbarous  execution. 

She  came  readily  on  the  fummons, 
and  keeping  down  his  head,  while  I  lay 
along  on  the  reft  of  his  body,  I  drew 
out  my  knife,  and  ftriking  it  deep  in¬ 
to  his  throat,  foon  put  an  end  to  all 
further  ftrife.  I  then  laid  the  carcafe 

acrofs  a  large  tree,  that  happened  to 

/ 

lye  on  the  ground  near  us,  in  order  to 
let  the  blood  flow  the  more  freely,  and 
fhe  a ftifted  me  in  this  work,  alfo. 

This  action,  with  the  violent  agita¬ 
tions  of  madnefs  which  we  had  luf- 
tained,  during  tire  perpetration  of  it,, 
had  quite  exhaufted  our  ftrength  ;  and 
our  reafon  began  to  return,  only  to 
load  our  confcienees  with  the  mod  bit- 
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ter  reproaches.  We  then  fat  down  up¬ 
on  the  ground,  for  fome  time,  to  re¬ 
cover  ourfelves  a  little,  with  our  faces 
turned  from  the  fhocking  fpeCtacle  de¬ 
prived  of  life,  in  an  inllam,  by  our 

cruelty.  ■ 

We  now  reflected,  with  the  utmoft 
horror,  on  the  crime  we  had  been  guil¬ 
ty  of;  then  ftarting  up,  and  haftening 
to  a  fpring,  to  waflr  our  bloody  hands, 

which  we  could  not  look  upon  without 

\ 

the  extreme!!  terror  and  contrition,  we 
lifted  them  up  to  Heaven,  firft  failing 
on  our  knees,  in  fervent  fupplication 
for  pardon  of  cur  inhuman  deed,  and 
daring  alfo  to  prefer  our  prayers,  at 
the  fame  time,  for  the  foul  of  our  late 
departed  facrifice. 

What  extremes  and  contradictions 
there  are  in  the  nature  of  man  !  What 

an  oppofttion  of  fentiment  actuates  us, 
fometimes,  almoft  in  the  fame  inftant! 
Piety  immediately  fucceeded  toour  bar¬ 
barity, 


\  :i  .. 


f 


(  1 7 2  ) 

\ 

barity,  and,  vindicating  her  rights,  fuf- 
pending  for  a  while,  even  the  pref- 
fing  and  incefifant  demands  of  hunger, 
“  Great  God!  (we  jointly  cried  out) 
“  thou  feeft  our  fituation  and  intoler- 
161  ablemiferies!  Thefewere  the  authors 
«  of  the  murder  that  our  hands  have 
“  been  compelled  to  commit.  Have 
“  mercy,  good  Lord,  on  the  penitence 
“  of  two  unhappy  wretches !  Blefs, 
“  at  leafl,  the  horrid  meal  we  are  about 
“  to  partake  of,  and  fuffer  that  food  to 
“  fuftain  our  bodies,  for  which  our 
“  minds  have  already  paid  fo  dear.”  Af¬ 
ter  this  prayer,  we  rofe  up,  lighted  a 
large  fire,  and  confummated,  in  fine, 
our  favage  action  by  a  cannibal 
feaft. 

How  have  I  dared  to  enter  into 

fuch  a  detail  as  this  ?  The  foie 

recollection  of  the  ftory  fhocks  my 

memory.  No,  my  friend,  I  never 

was  a  barbarian  before.  Alas !  my 

» 

“  nature 
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nature  is  far  diftant  from  cruelty 
or  inhumanity.  You  know  me  too 
well  to  need  any  j unification  of  my- 
felf  to  you.  You  Ihould,  therefore, 
be  my  only  reader ;  and  I  would 
fupprefs  this  part  of  my  narrative, 
if  I  thought  I  was  ever  to  have  any 
other. 

What  an  idea  would  they  be  apt 
to  form  of  my  character !  Of  what 
atrocious  action  would  they  not  think 
me  capable !  It  is  after  the  privation 
of  my  reafon,  occafioned  by  the  feve- 
rell  miferies,  that  they  would  pro¬ 
bably  pretend  to  judge  of  me  *,  few 
would  be  candid  enough  to  take  my 
misfortunes  into  the  fcale,  and  confi- 
der  that  both  the  excefs,  and  the  fpecies 
of  them,  were  heavy  enough  to  over- 
ballance  the  bed  natural  difpofitions 
of  the  human  heart ;  and  that,  there¬ 
fore,  the  neceffity  of  a  finful  action 

in 
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in  fuch  circumftances  ought  never  to 
be  imputed  to  us  as  a  crime. 

Thofe  who  have  but  a  general 
acquaintance  with  human  nature,  nei¬ 
ther  know  the  extreme  of  virtue,  or 
the  excefs  of  vice,  that  the  foul  of 
man  is  capable  of,  as  generous  oc- 
cafion,  or  harfh  necettity  call  forth  its 
utmott  exertion. 

As  foon  as  our  pile  was  lighted,  I 
cut  off  the  head  of  the  negro,  and 
fattening  it  to  the  end  of  a  ftick,  turn¬ 
ed  and  roafted  it  before  the  fire  ;  but 
our  impatience  did  not  fuffer  us  to 
wait  till  it  was  quite  done ;  for  we 
began  to  devour  it  when  it  w7as  but 
little  more  than  warmed  through. 
After  we  had  thus  allayed  the  rage 
of  hunger,  we  prepared  for  patting 
the  night  in  the  place  we  were,  and 
defending  ourfelves,  as  ufual,  againfl: 
the  wild  beads.  We  expedited  that 
their  approach  would  prevent  our  tteep- 

ing, 
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ing,  and  we  were  not  difappointed. 
We,  therefore,  employed  oarfelves  till 
day- break,  in  cutting  up  the  negro 
into  quarters  and  joints,  and  hanging 
it  in  the  fmoke  of  our  fire,  to  dry  and 
preferve  it,  for  want  of  fait. 

The  agonies  that  we  had  fo  lately 
been  reduced  to,  by  famine,  made  us 
dread  our  being  expofed  to  the  fame 
again  ;  we  endeavoured,  therefore,  to 
make  ufe  of  the  belt  oeconomy  in 
our  power,  to  make  our  provisions  hold 
out  as  long  as  we  could.  We  there¬ 
fore  relied  the  next  day,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night,  on  the  prefent  fpor,  in  or¬ 
der  to  complete  our  houfewifry;  during 
which  time  we  were  extremely  parfi- 
monious  of  our  aliment,  eating  no¬ 
thing  but  tliofe  feraps  or  pieces,  that  we 
thought  might  fooneft  turn  to  putrefac¬ 
tion.  We  made  feveral  parcels  of  the 
reft,  which  we  tied  up  -  in  what  hand¬ 
kerchiefs  we  had  left,  and  in  pieces 

torn 


torn  off  from  our  cloaths,  which  we 
fattened  on  our  backs  with  the  cordage 
of  our  float. 

On  the  28  th  of  April,  or  there¬ 
abouts,  as  near  as  I  could  then  com¬ 
pute,  we  fet  forward  on  our  journey. 
The  remaining  fo  long  in  one  place, 
had  fufiiciently  repofed  our  limbs ;  the 
nourishment  we  had  taken,  for  thefe 
two  days,  had  repaired  our  firength  5 
and  the  certainty  of  not  feeling  hun¬ 
ger  for  a  confiderable  time  to  come, 
fupplied  us  with  the  courage  of  at¬ 
tempting  our  way  through  the  middle 
of  the  for  eft,  which  had  appeared  fo 
defperate  an  undertaking,  on  our  firft 
entrance  into  it. 

* 

We  marched  forward,  but  with  a 
flow  pace,  and  bitterly  regretting  the 
lofs  of  our  former  fellow-traveller, 
whofe  miferable  remains  we  were  then 
both  incumbered  with.  We  journeyed, 
for  feveral  days,  with  great  difficulty 


and  fatigue,  fometimes  labouring  thro’ 
ftrong  high  bulrufhes,  at  other  times 
through  brambles,  thorns,  and  various 
kinds  of  prickly  plants,  that  tore  cur 
legs,  and  cut  our  feet  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  occafioned  great  lofs  of  blood, 
to  weaken  us  fliil  further. 

p 

This  diftrefs,  though  lefs  miferable 
than  hunger,  retarded  us  confiderably, 
and  the  ftings  of  the  mufkitos,  of  fand- 
flies,  and  an  armed  hod  of  other  wing¬ 
ed  in  feeds,  peculiar  to  that  climate,  had 
disfigured  us  fo  much,  that  it  was 
impofiible  for  either  of  us  to  diftin- 

i 

guilh  a  feature  in  the  other ;  our  faces,' 
our  hands,  and  legs  being  fo  fweiled, 
with  the  venom  of  their  bite. 

In  order  to  rid  ourfelves  of  fuch 
trouhlefome  enemies,  we  thought  it 
bed  to  get  from  among  the  trees  that 
harboured  them,  and  travel  along  the 
fea-fide,  for  the  future,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  fome  kind  of  food  there,  which 

N  might 
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might  enable  us  to  fpare  the  fmall  flock 
of  provifions  we  had  now  remain¬ 
ing  ;  and,  accordingly,  at  the  firfl  o* 
pening  that  pointed  towards  the  right,, 
we  directed  our  courfe  that  way,  and 

happily  reached  the  fhore. 

% 

We  were  not  quite  difappointed  in 
our  expectation  ;  for,  when  the  weather 
was  fair  and  the  tide  our,  we  met 
with  fome  cockles,  and  a  few  fmall 
flounders,  which  we  hooked  up  out  of 
the  water,  with  a  fort  of  h  trpoon  I  had 
made  of  a  branch  of  a  tree,  crooked 
and  pointed  at  the  end.  But  of  fuch 
food  we  never  could  procure  fuffi- 
cient,  at  any  one  time,  for  a  meal  j 
and  but  feldom  had  the  good  fortune 
to  hit  upon  it.  It  was,  however,  fome 
little  relief  to  us,  and  for  which  we 
moil  gratefully  returned  our  thanks  to 
Providence,  1 

I  cannot  give  you,  day  by  day,  an 
account  of  this  difficult  and  fatiguing 

journeyr 
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joiirney,  the  end  of  which  feemed  to  be 
hill  farther  off,  the  longer  we  travelled. 
The  fea-reeds,  which-  fpread  all  along 
the  coaft,  gave  us  as  much  labour  to 
pafs  through,  as  the  thorns  and  bram- 

j  , 

blcs  of  the  foreft.  They  were  ftrong 
and  dry,  and  numbers  of  them  being 
broken  by  the  wind,  fell  acrofs,  and  in- 
tangled  our  legs,  almolt  at  every 
ilep. 

The  wild  beafls  kept  us  in  terror^ 
every  night ;  to  which  was  added  the 
horror  of  our  very  meals,  as  we  never 
eat  till  we  had  fmilhed  our  journey  for 
the  day,  and  lighted  up  our  fires.  Our 
fir  ft  ravenous  hunger  having  been  ap- 
peafed,  our  minds  had  recovered  their 
original  tone ;  and  we  were  /hocked  to 
the  laft  degree,  at  being  obliged  to 
fwallow  fuch  inhuman  food.  We  ne¬ 
ver  could  tafte  a  morfel  of  this  hor¬ 
rid  fuftenance,  till  we  were  reduced 
to  the  laft  neccffity,  could  meet  with 
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no  other  fort  of  provifion,  and  that  the 
returning  cravings  of  hunger  had,  in 

'  I 

fome  meafure,  conquered  our  difguft. 

One  evening,  when  we  came  to  our 
ufual  halt,  I  felt  myfelf  fo  extremely 
feeble,  that  I  had  fcarceftrength  enough 
to  gather  fufficient  wood  for  our  prin¬ 
cipal  pile  ;  but  found  it  utterly  impof- 
iible  to  provide  the  feveral  Idler  heaps 
for  the  circle  with  which  I  always  ufed 
to  furround  it  ;  for  my  limbs  were 

-  t 

become  fo  fwelled  and  bloated,  that  I 


was  no  longer  able  to  Hand, 


It  happily,  at  the  fame  indant,  oc¬ 
curred  to  me,  that  I  could  more  effec¬ 
tually  fup ply  this  exigence,  by  fet- 
ting  fire  ;  to  the  reeds  and  broom 
around  us,  and  which  the  wind 
would  a  did  in  extending  on  all  fides. 
This  would  ferve  to  keep  the  beads  at 
a  dill  greater  didance,  and  afford  us 
like  wife  this  further  advantage,  that 

by  deftroying  thefe  impediments  m  our 

wayj 
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way,  we  might  be  enabled  to  purine 
our  future  journeys,  with  the  lefs  delay., 
by  matching  in  that  road  that  had 
been  cleared  for  us  by  tiie  urc. 

This  fcheme  anfwered  to  our  ut- 
moft  expectation  ;  for,  the  next  day, 
we  found  every  obfiacle  or  this  hind 
removed,  as  far  as  our  light  con! d 
reach,  and  our  route  marked  out  and 
cleared  from  all  obftrudions,  more 


effectually  by  the  fire,  than  a  tnou- 
fand  pioneers  could  have  done.  This 
made  me  regret  that  fo  obvious  a 
thought  fliould  never  have  occuned 
to  me  before,  which  would  have  lav¬ 
ed  us  from  the  wounds,  pain,  and 
delays,  we  had  hitherto  buffered,  and 
which  had  fo  greatly  fhortened  our 
former  marches. 

But  happily,  in  this  inftance,  Pro¬ 
vidence  kindly  fupplied  the  deficit 
ency  of  my  dulnefs,  in  a  way  pe¬ 
culiar  to  itfelf,  which  often  makes 

N  3  difficulties 
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difficul  ties  and  misfortunes  ferve  to 
quicken  our  apprehenfions,  and  fo  pro¬ 
vide  relief  to  themfelves. 

We  met  alfo,  on  our  next  day’s 
journey,  with  a  new  fort  of  provi- 
fion,  that  was  extremely  palatable  and 
nourilhing  to  us.  It  was  two  rattle- 
fnakes,  whereof  one  had  fourteen,  and 
the  other  twenty- one  fcales,  or  joints, 
in  its  tail,  which  are  faid  to  mark 
their  age,  if  it  be  true  that  one  grows, 
every  year,  as  is  affirmed.  They  were 
very  large ;  the  fire  had  furrounded 
them  whenafleep,  and  fuifocated  them, 
Thofe  reptiles  fufficiently  fupplied  us 
with  freffi  food,  for  this  day  and  the 
next,  having  firft  cut  off  the  heads  where 
'  the  poifon  lies  ;  and  we  dried  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  them  in  the  fmoke  of  our 
fire,  and  added  it  to  the  reft  of  our 
viaticum*.  < 

I 

f  Travelling  provifions. 


Ill 


(  183  ) 

In  the  courfeof  our  marches,  I  had 
the  luck  to  meet  with  a  further  addi¬ 
tion  to  our  provifions.  One  morning, 
I  happened  to  fpy  a  large  cayman  •  ,  a 
fpecies  of  the  crocodile  kind,  of  about 
twelve  feet  in  length,  afleep,  in  a  pool 
of  water  near  to  where  1  pafTed  along. 
I  flopped  immediately,  to  furvey  it ; 
nor  did  the  view  of  this  monfter  af- 
fedl  me  with  fo  much  terror  as  might 
naturally  be  imagined,  though  I  was 
not  ignorant  how  dangerous  an  ani¬ 
mal  it  is.  The  only  idea  that  flruck 
me,  at  firft,  was,  that  if  I  could  kill  it, 
its  flefh  would  yield  us  a  confiderable 
increafe  to  our  itinerant  flores.  I  hc- 
fitated,  fome  moments,  before  I  attack¬ 
ed  it  j  but  it  was  not  fear  that  flopped 
my  hand,  it  was  only  a  doubt  about 
the  furefl  manner  of  attempting  it. 

*  This  animal  is  more  generally  known  by  the 
name  of  Tacare  ;  and  breeds  in  the  Brafils,  as  well 
its  in  America. 
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I  then  advanced  to  the  verge  of  the 
lake,  with  my  ftaff  in  my  hand,  which 
Was  a  piece  of  hard  heavy  wood,  with 
\vnich  I  discharged  three  ftrokes  on  its 
hca-.i,  as  quick  and  forcibly  as  my 
Strength  and  activity  could  enable  me. 
I  his  ftunned  the  creature  fo  much, 
that  though  it  rou fed  him,  it  left  him 

neither  power  to  Spring  upon  me,  nor 
to  fly. 

It  only  opened  its  dreadful  jaws, 
through  rage  and  agony,  into  which 
I  immediately  darted  the  end  of  my 
flair,  that  was  Sharp  pointed,  and 
piercing  it  through  its  throat,  flaked 
it  down  to  the  ground,  Handing  at 
the  other  extremity  of  the  Spear,  my- 
felf,  which  I  held  bent  towards  me. 
The  monfler  made  Such  violent  efforts, 
by  its  bounds  and  contortions,  through 
pain  and  fury,  that  if  my  weapon  had 
not  been  remarkably  tough,  and  forced 
deep  into  the  eartjr,  it  would  have 

been 
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been  impoffibie  to  have  refilled  its  con- 
vulfions,  and  I  fliould  foon  perhaps 
have  become  a  victim  to  my  rafhnefs. 

I  exerted  all  my  flrength  to  keep 
it  pinned  down,  in  this  manner, 
and  was  in  fuch  a  pofition  that  it  had 
been  dangerous  to  have  changed  it, 
for  the  purpofe  of  finifhing  its  de~ 
flrudtion ;  therefore  I  called  out  to 
Madame  la  Couture,  who  had  kept  a- 
loof,  from  the  firfl,  intreating  her  to 
come  to  my  affiftance ;  but  die  dared 
not  venture  near  enough:  however  die 
threw  me  a  club,  of  between  three  and 
four  foot  long,  which  I  took  in  one 

hand,  while  I  held  down  the  ftaff  in 

« 

the  other,  and  foon  completed  my 
conquell  over  this  formidable  enemy. 

As  foon  as  the  animal  had  ceafedall 
further  flruggling,  my  companion  re¬ 
covering  her  courage,  came  up  to 
me,  and  having  both  her  hands  at 
liberty,  took  the  club  from  me,  new 

I 

almod 


alnioft  fpent,  and  continued  the  bruifes, 
'till  die  had  beaten  its  head  into  a  mum¬ 
my  ;  after  which  die  fevered  its  tail 
from  the  body. 

This  triumph  coil  me  vail  fatigue, 
hazard  and  labour,  but  fudiciently  re¬ 
paid  my  pains.  We  gave  over  all 
thought  of  purfuing  our  journey  fur¬ 
ther,  that  day,  as  fo  large  a  carcafe  af- 

I 

fbrded  us  full  employment  for  the  reft 
of  it,  in  preparing  it  for  our  travel¬ 
ling  larder,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we 
had  cooked  our  former  provifions. 

We  firft  d reded  about  three  pounds 
of  this  animal,  for  our  prefen t  meal, 
and  then  cut  the  remainder  of  it  into 
fmall  pieces,  of  about  the  fame  fize, 
that  they  might  be  the  fooner  dried 
and  fmoaked  for  future  ufe.  We  made 
fhoes,  fuch  as  the  favages  wear,  of 
the  diin,  for  us  both,  and  rolled  fome 
other  parts  of  it  round  our  legs,  like 
boots,  to  defend  us  from  the  flings  of 

in  feds 
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infects  which  had  ditlrefied  us  fo  much 
before  ;  we  made  gloves  of  it  too,  and 
alfo  rnafks  for  our  faces,  which  tho’ 
very  troublcfome,  at  firlt,  yet  finding 
them  a  fufficient  Ihield  againfc  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  thefe  poifonous  vermin,  we 
became  foon  reconciled  to  the  wear¬ 
ing  of  them. 

Thefe  were  the  feveral  ufes  we  ap¬ 
plied  our  cayman  to,  and  the  remain¬ 
der  of  this  day  and  the  fucceeding 
night  were  wholly  occupied  in  thefe 
preparations,  againit  our  next  morn¬ 
ing  s  march,  which  we  commenced  as 
foon  as  dawn  appeared,  and  the  bowl¬ 
ings  ceafed.  We  did  not  lay  ourfelves 
down  to  deep,  before  we  fet  out,  as 
was  ufually  our  cuftoro,  but  trufled  to 
the  following  night  for  that  repofe 
which  our  prefent  fatigue  required. 
We  feared  to  prolong  our  journey,  by 
too  frequent  Hoppings  and  delays, 
which  had  been  already  too  much  re- 
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tarded  by  the  fhort  marches  we  had 
been  hitherto  retrained  to,  by  the  fe- 
veral  impediments  we  had  met  with  in 
our  courfe. 

The  next  day  our  journey  was  in¬ 
terrupted,  for  about  an  hour,  by  a  ri¬ 
ver  that  ran  a-crofs  the  road  into  the 
fea.  It  was  not  broad,  but  it’s  cur¬ 
rent  was  extremely  rapid.  I  tried  it 
we  could  ford  it,  by  pulling  off  my 
cloaths,  and  going  in  to  found  it  ;  but 
found  the  paffage  impracticable,  from 
the  depth  of  the  water,  which  prevent¬ 
ed  my  wading  through  it,  and  had  I 
attempted  to  fwimover,  the  violence  of 
the  dream,  which  no  flrength  could 
Hem,  would  have  hurried  me  along 
with  it  into  the  ocean. 

But  had  it  been  in  my  power  to 
have  got  the  better  of  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties,  the  poor  woman  could  not  poffi- 
bly  have  been  able  to  encounter  them. 

So  that  I  returned  and  dreffed  mvfelf, 

in 
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in  the  moll  abject  dejection  of  mind 
that  can  be  conceived.  There  was 
then  no  other  meafure  to  take  than 
to  travel  along  by  the  fide  of  the  ri¬ 
ver,  towards  its  fource,  and  make  fur¬ 
ther  e flays  on  it  where  we  might  And 
the.  current  more  gentle,  or  fomc  flial- 
low  that  might  render  the  fording  of 

'  7  i 

it  practicable. 

We  then  proceeded  in  this  direc¬ 
tion,  and  continued  it  for  two  intire 
days,  without  perceiving  any  place  that 
afforded  us  the  lead  probability  of 
compafiing  our  end,  for  the  further 
we  went  the  more  dangerous  the  at¬ 
tempt  full  appeared  to  be.  Our  in¬ 
quietude  and  defpondency  increafed 
with  our  difficulties,  and  we  even  be¬ 
gan  to-defpair  of  ever  being  able  to 
get  out  of  this  defert. 

We  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  any  manner  of  aliment, 
during  thefe  two  days  progrefs,  and  we 

were 
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were  confequently  obliged  to  feed  up¬ 
on  this  cayman,  rcferving  dill  the  un¬ 
happy  negro’s  flelh  for  the  lad  extre¬ 
mity,  as  being  the  food  that  would 
keep  the  longed.  We  trembled  at  the 
apprehenfions  of  exhaufting  all  our 
provilions,  before  v/e  might  be  lucky 
enough  to  reach  to  any  inhabited  fpo£ 
of  the  earth,  where  we  could  be  able 
to  procure  a  frefli  fupply. 

Terrified  at  the  pad,  didrefied  with 
the  prefent,  diffident  of  the  future,  and 
impatient  at  the  obfiinate  continuance 
of  our  misfortunes,  we  pafifed  the  dif- 
mal  hours  in  faint  hopes,  heavy  fighs, 
and  then  doling  our  refledions  in  ab- 
folute  defpair.  The  continual  view  of 
a  river  always  rapid,  added  to  the  wea- 
rinefs  of  our  minds;  the  impoffibility 
of  palling  it,  with  the  neceffity,  how¬ 
ever,  of  Hill  marching  forward,  quite 
out  of  our  purpofed  courfe,  without 
the  lead  profned  of  meeting  with  a 

fordable 
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fordable  paffage,  now  finally  damped 
all  the  fpirit  and  courage  we  had  yet 
been  able  to  preferve  through  all  our 
unexampled  miferies. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  fecond 
day,  while  we  were  tracing  the  fource 
of  this  river,  1  happened  to  turn  up  a 
tortoife,  which  might  have  weighed  a- 
bout  ten  pounds.  This  precious  gift 
of  Providence  fufpended  the  mur¬ 
murs  which  ufed  to  efcape  us  every 
minute  before,  and  changed  them  in¬ 
to  acclamations  of  gratitude.  We  had 
feen,  the  former  day,  a  large  hen- tur¬ 
key  come  dowm  and  drink  at  the  ft  ream 
near  us,  and  we  concluded  that  it  had 

i  . 

its  neft  fomewhere  thereabouts.  The 
hope  of  difeovering  its  eggs  made  us. 
fearch  every  where,  for  a  mile  or  two 
round  the  place  ;  but  in  vain.  This 
difappointment  feemed  to  increafe  our 

misfortunes,  and  made  m  lull  more 
repine  at  our  deftiny,  ' 


But 
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But  tiic  luck  of  meeting  with  tnS 
tortoife  reconciled  us  a  little  to  for¬ 
tune,  and  we  prepared  to  feaft  upon  it, 
diredly.  Our  pile  was  formed,  and  I 
was  going  to  fet  fire  to  it,  when  to  my 
utter  confternation,  and  inexpreffible 
grief,  I  could  not  find  the  dint !  I 
iearched  all  my  pockets,  turned  them 
our,  opened  all  our  parcels  of  pro- 
viGons,  and  looked  and  felt  in  every 
fold  of  them,  with  the  doled  fcrutiny. 
Madame  la  Couture  afftfted,  and  ,exa- 

I 

mined  every  thing  after  me  again,  but 
it  all  availed  not. 

What  were  our  diftradrions !  pro¬ 
portioned,  to  be  fure,  to  our  lofs,  our 
now  irreparable  misfortune.  Did  ever 
man  fuftain  a  greater !  We  then  re- 
garded  the  tortoife  that  we  had  juft  dif* 
covered  with  an  extreme  of  joy,  as  but  a 
common  pebble,  which  we  would  then 
moft  gladly  have  exchanged  for  any 
flint,  and  given  the  half  of  our  provi- 

fions 
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lions  to  boot.  For  how,  without  its 
afliftance,  could  wc  prepare  our  food, 
guard  us  from  the  nightly  cold  and 
dews,  and  defend  ourl’elves  from  the 
ravening  fury  of  wild  beafts !  What  a 
wretched  couple  were  we  two,  at  that 
inftant !  What  a  dreadful  fituation  !  If 
ever  a  guardian  angel  attended  on  hu¬ 
man  nature,  its  aid  was  neceflary 
here ! 

I  was  certain  that  I  could  not  have 
dropped  the  flint  any  where  but  in  the 
place  we  had  lighted  up  our  fire,  the 
night  before,  or  on  our  road,  this 
morning,  from  thence  hither.  Weak 
and  weary  as  I  was,  I  did  not  hefitate 
a  moment,  to  trace  my  footfieps  back 
again  to  the  fpot  where  our  dying  em¬ 
bers  lay,  to  fearch  for  it ;  I  propofed 

this  to  Madame  la  Couture,  but  left 

>  *  , 

her  at  liberty  to  come  along  with  me, 
or  wait  my  return  ;  and  lire  deter¬ 
mined  on  the  latter,  as  fire  was  too 

O  feeble, 
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feeble  and  exhaufted,  to  be  able  to 
walk  either  backwards  or  forwards, 
without  taking  more  reft  than  {he 
had  had,  for  fome  time  paft. 

She  trembled,  however,  at  the  idea 
of  being  left  alone,  but  her  impa¬ 
tience  about  recovering  our  loft  trea- 
fure  being  fully  equal  to  mine,  flie 
confented  to  my  going  alone,  depend¬ 
ing  on  my  moft  folemn  afturances  of 
not  abandoning  her  in  fo  deplorable  a 
fituation,  and  of  returning  to  her 
with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  whether  fuc- 
cefsful  in  my  errand,  or  not. 

We  had  luckily  not  gone  far  that 
morning;  about  an  hour  and  an  half’s 
walking  having  been  the  extent  of  our 
march  ;  it  was  very  early  in  the  day, 
and  I  was  fure  of  being  able  to  be 
back  in  the  evening,  long  before  we 
need  fet  up  our  reft,  for  the  night. 
But  alas !  I  found  this  impoffible ;  I 

was  too  weak  to  move  fall,  and  be- 

fides 
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lides  I  Hood  Hill,  at  every  ftep  of  the 
way,  to  look  about  for  the  flint.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  I  had  dropt  it  on 
feme  part  of  the  road  near  where  I 
had  miffed  it,  and  that  I  Ihould  have 
the  happinefs  to  find  it  without  being 
obliged  to  go  all  the  way  back  to  our 
laft  night’s  ftage. 

But  I  was  cruelly  difappointed  in  this 
furmife,  and  after  an  un  profitable  fearch 
through  every  inch  of  the  road  we  had 
paffed  this  morning,  I  was  led  back 
again  to  the  very  fpot  we  had  halted  at, 
night  before,  about  the  dufk  of  the 
evening,  when  I  could  hardly  diftin- 
guifli  much  larger  objects  than  the  one 
I  was  in  quell  of.  1  kneeled  down 
on  the  ground,  in  the  very  fpot  where 
we  had  relied  before,  and  looked  and 
groped  every  where  about ;  but  in 
vain. 

Difcontented  with  fatiguing  myfelf, 
to  no  purpofe,  I  rofe  up  and  hallened 

O  2  to 
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to  the  hearth,  in  hopes  of  meeting 
with  fome  unextinguifhed  faggot  to 
light  up  another  fire,  which  might  af- 
fift  me  in  a  further  fearch.  But  I 
found  the  cinders  all  cold,  without  a 
fpark  alive,  in  any  of  them. 

Shocked  at  this  new  difappoint- 
ment,  as  if  it  had  been  quite  unex¬ 
pected,  I  threw  myfelf  down  on  the 
ground,  in  the  utmoft  diflraCtion  of 
mind,  defpairing  to  redrefs  myfelf 
where  I  was,  or  be  able  to  rejoin  Ma¬ 
dame  la  Couture,  that  night,  and  with¬ 
out  the  lead:  thought,  indeed,  of  at¬ 
tempting  it ;  for  to  have  ftirred  from 
the  fpot,  without  finding  the  flint, 
would  have  been  madnefs  ;  and  I  was 
therefore  refolved  to  continue  there, 
'till  the  return  of  day  might  enable 
me  to  fearch  for  it,  with  better  fuc- 
cefs. 

I  then  went  and  lay  down  on  a  heap 
of  fern  that  we  had  gathered  for  a 

couch. 
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couch,  the  night  before ;  and  it  occur¬ 
red  to  me,  juft  at  that  minute,  that  I 
might  more  probably  have  dropt  my 
fiiijt  here,  than  any-where  elfe  on  my 
route  ;  I  deliberated,  for  an  inftant, 
with  myfelf,  whether  I  fliould  not  wait 
till  I  had  fufficient  light  to  look  for  it. 
This  appeared  to  be  perfectly  reafon- 
able,  as  I  needed  every  kind  of  affift- 
ance  to  find  fo  fmall  a  fubftance,  in  the 
midft  of  fo  large  an  heap  ;  and  to  feel 
for  it  in  the  dark,  would  have  been  both 
lofs  of  time,  and  reft. 

Thefe  reflections  were  extremely  ra¬ 
tional  ;  but  my  impatience  could  not 
brook  delay.  1  ftroked  my  hands  lei- 
furely  over  every  inch  of  the  furface 
of  the  bed,  but  met  with  nothing  hard 
beneath  them. When  I  began  to  do  this, 
I  defigned  to  have  troubled  myfelf  no 
farther,  till  the  morning,  when  I  might 
examine  every  fprig  of  the  heap,  with 
more  care,  and  perhaps,  with  fuccefs; 

O  3  but 
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but  my  impatience  dill  urged  me  on  ; 
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I  immediately  rofe,  and  taking  off  the 
fern,  layer  after  layer,  fhifted  every 
handful  of  it  through  my  fingers,  and 
laid  it  by  in  another  heap. 

i 

I  fpent  mofl  part  of  the  night  in 
this  hopelefs  manner,  and  defpaired 
of  being  ever  able  to  find  my  trea- 
fure,  my  talifman  ;  when,  having  re¬ 
moved  every  plant  of  the  bed,  and 
fpreading  my  hands  all  over  the 
ground  where  it  had  lain,  I  at  laft  had 
the  rapture  to  lay  hold  of  the  precious 
article  I  had  been  fo  long  in  fearch  of. 
I  was  fodidradted  with  joy,  that  I  could 
not  contrive  where  about  me  I  could 
guard  it  with  the  greated  fafety  ;  and 
mofl  pioufly  vowed  for  the  future  ne- 
ver  to  fuller  it  to  be  one  moment  out 
of  my  fight,  or  feeling,  or  thought. 

During  all  this  while  you  may  well 
imagine  the  terror  I  rauft  have  under¬ 
gone,  of  the  wild  beads  ;  I  had  heard 
z  their 
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their  hideous  yells  for  a  confiderable 
time  before  ;  but  it  feemed  to  be  at  a 
far  greater  diftance  than  ufual.  I  was 
in  dread  not  only  for  myfelf,  but  for 
my  miferable  companion  too,  who  was 
left  alone,  and  whofe  horror  mud  be 
extremely  augmented  by  the  darknefs 
of  the  night.  I,  therefore,  purpofed 
immediately  to  return  to  her,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  comfort  and  defend  her  ;  but 
confefs  that  my  fear  of  meeting  with 
fome  mifadventure  on  the  way,  held 
my  mind  a  long  time  in  fufpence  ;  and, 
in  order  to  excufe  the  want  of  heroifm 
in  myfelf,  upon  that  occafion,  I  confi- 
dered  that  the  conflagration  I  had 
fpread  all  along  the  road  we  had  tra¬ 
velled, for  three  nights  pad,  and  which 
had  blazed  far  and  wide  about  the 
country,  mull  have  frightened  the  wild 
animals  to  a  fafe  diftance  from  our 
route  ;  and,  in  reality,  fmce  the  firft 
time  of  this  lucky  expedient,  they  had 
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never  ventured  within  the  reach  of 
our  longed  fight  ;  and  their  bowlings 
did  not  ft rike  our  ears,  but  by  their 
echos  only. 

And  yet  this  very  refled  ion,  in  which 
I  had  made  an  apology  for  my  cow¬ 
ardice,  ferved  to  rouze  my  courage 
again.  If  there  be  little  danger  for 
her,  there  can  be  let's  for  me.  Upon 

•  '  t 

this  foliloquy  I  fet  out  forthwith  ;  but 
travelled,  however,  every  flep  of  the 
way,  in  fear  and  trembling,  and  was 
frequently  tempted  to  flop  and  light  a 
fire,  in  my  own  defence.  Panics  are  apt 
to  remain,  efpecially  in  weak  nerves, 
as  mine  then  were,  for  fome  time  af¬ 
ter  our  reafon  has  recovered  from  the 
fright. 

I  continued,  however,  my  march  in 
the  dark,  without  interruption  or  de¬ 
lay  5  for  fear  had  lent  me  fpeed  :  and, 
notwithftanding  my  feeble  flare  of 
body,  I  reached  the  fpot  where  Ma-  , 

dame 
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dame  la  Couture  had  crouched  herfelf 

t 

down,  about  two  hours  before  day.  I 
had  like  to  have  palled  her  by,  as  the 
obfcurity  of  the  night,  and  the  appre- 
henfions  I  ftill  laboured  under,  had 
rendered  it  impoflible  for  me  to  mark 
the  place  I  had  left  her  in  ;  but  an 
heavy  figh  that  reached  my  ear, 
and  which,  at  firft  made  me  ftarr,  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  I  was  near  her.  She 
had  heard  the  found  of  my  feet,  juft  at 
that  inftant,  and,  fearing  it  to  proceed 
from  the  motion  of  fome  wild  beaft, 
coming  to  devour  her,  Hie  luckily  fent 
forth  that  moan  which  had  flopped 
me  on  my  march  forward. 

I  called  out  to  her,  with  a  loud 
“  voice,  Is  it  you,  Madam  ?”  “  Yes, 

*  I  k 

“  O  yes !  (fhe  replied,  in  an  almoft 
“  fainting  tone.)  Good  God  !  how  you  • 
“  have  alarmed  me,  and  what  a  mife- 
“  rable  age  of  time  has  your  departure 
“  and  delay  occafioned  me  to  undergo  ! 

“  Have 
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w  Have  you  heard  thefe  horrid  howl- 
“  ings  ?  They  have  not  ceafed  a  mo 
“  ment  fince  the  night  commenced ; 
“  and  as  I  did  not  find  you  return 
“  when  I  had  reafon  to  expert  you,  I 
“  concluded,  for  a  certainty,  that  you 
“  had  been  devoured  by  the  wild  beafts ; 
“  and  that  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to 

“  furvive  you  long.” 
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“  I  am  yet  alive,  thank  God  !  (I 
“  cried)  and  I  have  the  happinefs  to 
“  find  you  fo  likewife;  we  are  more 
“  than  repaid  for  all  our  fears  and  fa- 
“  tigue ;  I  have  recovered  my  flint ;  let 
“  us  immediately  then  fet  about  making 
“  a  comfortable  fire,  before  which  we 
“  may  firft  take  refrefhment,  and  then 
“  repofe.” 

At  thefe  words  we  fearched  about  for 
what  flicks  and  dry  leaves  were  near 
at  hand,  and,  gathering  them  into  a 
heap  together,  foon  lighted  it  up.  A 
fragment  of  my  fhirt,  that  was  worn 

almoft 


(  203  ) 

almoft  to  lint,  ferved  me  for  tinder, 
as  it  bad  done  often  before ;  though  I 
fometimes  obliged  Madame  la  Couture 
to  furnifh  her  quota  too,  upon  fuch 
occafions. 

When  we  had  lighted  up  a  large 
fire,  we  broiled  fome  of  our  tortoife, 
which  we  thought  extremely  fweet  and 
juicy.  We  found  a  number  of  fmall 
eggs,  when  we  opened  the  body  of  it, 
which  we  roafted  on  fome  hot  cinders, 
and  which  fupplied  us  with  an  whole- 
fome  and  refrefhing  meal,  that  was  of 
infinite  fervice  to  us.  We  then  ven¬ 
tured  to  lye  down  to  fleep  and  reft, 
which  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  in¬ 
dulge  in,  for  about  five  hours,  recruit¬ 
ed  our  powers,  both  of  body  and 
mind.  . 

On  our  awakening,  we  confulted  to¬ 
gether,  whether  we  fhould  continue 
the  route  we  had  taken,  any  further, 
or  not.  On  confidering  the  river,  whofe 

courfc 
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courfe  was  continued  in  a  direfl  line, 

l  ‘ 

till  it  flretched  beyond  our  view,  we 
defpaired  of  being  able,  during  many 
days  journey,  to  find  a  fordable  paf~ 
fage  acrofs  ;  we,  therefore,  determined 
on  attempting  to  get  over,  in  the  very 
fpot  where  we  then  flood. 

What  encouraged  us,  at  this  time, 
was  the  obferving  half  a  dozen  of  old 
leaflefs  trees,  brought  down  by  the 
flream,  and  which  had  been  flopped  in 
their  courfe,  near  the  bank,  by  another 
that  the  wind  had  bent  down  into  the 
river.  This  timber  appeared  to  be 
fufficient  for  the  framing  a  raft  that 
might  be  able  to  carry  us  fafely  to 
the  oppofite  fide. 

I  then  took  off  my  cloaths,  and  wad¬ 
ed  into  the  water,  which  was  not  very 
deep  near  the  margin  ;  and,  fattening 
four  of  thefe  trees  together,  which  I 
thought  might  anfwer  the  purpofe,  by 
means  of  the  rinds  that  I  peeled  off, 
8  for 
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for  this  life,  I  drew  them  clofe  to  the 
brink,  and  fixed  alfo  a  long  ftafF  to  the 

I 

end  of  the  float,  which  might  ferve  me 
occafionally,  either  for  oar  or  rudder. 

This  work  being  finifhed,  we  pre¬ 
pared  ourfelves  forfetting  out  diredlly; 
we  ftrinned  ourfelves  naked,  and  made 

A  k  7 

a  compact  bundle  of  our  cloaths,  which 
we  fattened  together  with  feme  more 
of  the  tough  bark,  with  which  I  had 
bound  the  trees.  We  ufed  this  pre¬ 
caution,  in  order  to  be  thelefs  incum¬ 
bered  with  them,  if  we  fhould  happen 
to  be  call  away  ;  and,  by  tying  up  our 
wretched  habiliments,  in  one  parcel,  I 
might  be  the  better  able  to  have  towed 
them  along,  if  I  fhould  be  reduced  to 
the  ncceflity  of  fwimming  on  fhore 
again;  The  event  fhewed  the  prudence 
of  fuch  precautions. 

The  neceffity  of  the  circumftances  to 

which  Madame  la  Couture  and  I  were 

’  '  ✓ 

by  this  time  reduced,  rendered  all  re- 
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gard  to  the  decency  of  appearances,  a 
matter  below  our  attention  •,  we  had, 

I  dare  pronounce,  throughout  all  our 
troubles,  never  confldered  each  other 
as  of  different  fexes  :  I  faw  in  her,  no¬ 
thing  but  the  natural  feeblenefs  of  a 
woman  ;  nor  did  £he  reflect  upon  any 
thing  in  me,  but  that  refolution  and 
courage  with  which  I  had  endeavoured 
to  infpire  her,  and  thofe  affiflances 
which  my  fuperiorflrengthhad  impow- 
ered  me  to  afford  her.  All  other  fen- 
timents  were  dead  within  us  ;  and  ex- 

haufted  nature,  now  grown  indifferent 
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to  every  other  obje6t,  folicited  us  but 
for  food  alone. 

Our  apprehenfion  about  the  accidents 
which  might  befal  us,  on  this  new  ad¬ 
venture,  would  not  fuffer  us  to  detach 
ourfelves  from  our  provifions,  as  we 
had  done  from  our  cloaths  ;  the  lofs 
of  thefe  could  not  be  fo  fatal  to  us,  as 
the  want  of  the  former :  we,  therefore, 

opened 
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opened  our  parcels,  and  difpofed  them 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  enabled  us  to  fallen 
them  round  our  bodies,  with  the  leafl 
inconvenience  or  incumbrance  to  us, 
being  refolved  to  fave  them  with  our- 
felves,  or  perilh  along  with  them. 

We  then  embarked  on  our  raft, 
which  I  launched  into  the  river,  and 
endeavoured  to  guide,  as  well  as  I  could, 
with  my  perch  ;  but  the  current  hurri¬ 
ed  us  away  with  a  rapidity  that  made 
me  tremble,  as  I  thought  it  impoffible 
to  be  able  to  Hem  the  torrent,  till  it 
had  delivered  us  into  the  fea:  how¬ 
ever,  after  infinite  labour  and  addrefs, 
by  humouring  the  courfe  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  for  many  yards  in  length,  to  gain 
an  inch  in  the  breadth,  we  at  laft 
got  about  half  way  acrofs,  and  was 
in  hopes  that,  by  fuch  repeated  efforts 
and  compliances,  we  might  poffibly 
complete  our  traverfe  alive. 


We 
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We  were  now  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  where  the  force  of  the  current  was 
ftrongeft,  when  we  were  dallied  againft 

r 

the  trunk  of  a  tree,  that  happened  to 
be  bent  down  acrofs  the  water ;  and 
the  fhock  was  fo  violent  that  it  broke  all 
the  ligaments  of  the  raft  afunder ;  the 

I 

timber  feparated,  and  we  were  plung¬ 
ed  at  once  into  the  flood,  where  we 
fhould  infallibly  have  been  both 
drowned,  if  I  had  not  been  quick 
enough  to  feize  hold  of  a  branch  of 

the  tree,  with  one  hand,  and  of  Ma- 

/  .  .  »  * 

dame  la  Couture’s  hair,  by  the  other, 
juft  as  fhe  was  finking  down,  proba¬ 
bly  for  ever. 

The  top  of  her  head  only  appeared 
above  water,  I  pulled  her  toward  me, 
and  as  fhe  had  not  been  quite  deprived 
of  her  fenfes,  I  called  to  her  to  ftrike 

out  with  her  legs  and  arms,  to  help 
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me  to  fuftain  her.  I  then  aflifted  her 
to  clamber  up  on  the  ftem  of  the  tree, 

the 


I 


(  209  ) 

% 

the  root  of  which  being  fixed  in  the  op- 
pofite  bank,  I  affifted  her  to  reach  the 

fhore,  at  laft,  in  fafety. 

I  immediately  unburdened  myfelf 
of  my  load  of  provifions,  which  I  laid 
down  by  her,  and  returned  to  the  ri¬ 
ver,  to  fee  what  was  become  of  our  bun¬ 
dle  of  cloaths,  which  I  perceived  in- 
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tangled  among  the  branches  of  the 
tree  that  had  been  equally  the  caufe 
of  our  wreck  and  fafety ;  but  the 
agitation  of  thewater  had  juft  then 
difengaged  and  delivered  it  to  the  cur¬ 
rent,  at  the  very  inftant  I  had  plunged 
in  to  recover  it,  which  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  do,  though  not  without  a 
great  deal  of  fatigue  and  difficulty. 

I  gave  the  parcel  into  the  care  of 
Madame  la  Couture,  to  open,  wring, 
and  fpread  out  before  the  fun,  while 
I  fet  about  making  a  fire,  to  dry  our 
cloaths  more  quickly,  and  to  drefs  part 
of  the  tortoife  we  had  brought  over 
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with  us ;  for  we  were  fo  fortunate 
not  to  lofe  any  thing  by  being  overfet, 
except  the  raft,  which  could  now  have 
been  of  no  further  fervice  to  us. 

After  having  put  on  our  cloaths, 
and  refrefhed  ourfelves  with  a  good 
meal,  we  took  care  to  dry  the  reft  of 
our  provifions,  before  the  fire ;  which 
work  gave  us  fufficient  employment 
for  the  remainder  of  that  day.  We 
palled  the  night  in  this  place,  with 
the  ufual  precautions ;  and,  the  next 
morning,  being  much  recruited  by 
food  and  deep,  we  fet  forward  to¬ 
wards  St.  Marc,  in  the  Apalachian 
mountains,  bearing  our  courfe  eaft- 
ward,  as  much  as  we  could,  and  tremb¬ 
ling  every  ftep  of  the  way,  for  fear  of 
miftaking  our  road. 

A  wood  that  we  met  with  in  our 
courfe,  we  found  it  almoft  impracti¬ 
cable  to  pafs  through,  on  account  of 
the  ftrong  reeds  and  briars  it  was 

choaked 
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choaked  up  with  ;  for  the  fort  of  flioes, 
bulkins,  gloves,  and  masks,  we  ha|L 
made  out  of  the  cayman’s  fkin,  had 
been  quite  worn  out,  by  this  time, 
and  finally  melted  into  pap,  by  their 
late  foaking  in  the  water ;  fo  that 
our  feet  and  legs  fuffered  feverely 

V 

from  the  thorns  and  brambles,  while 

our  hands  and  faces  were  expofed  to 

the  mulkitos,  fandflies,  and  wafps,  as 

before,  whofe  poifonous  bites  and 

flings  foon  fwelled  our  bodies  to  an 

enormous  fize. — Befides  which  griev- 
* 

ances,  we  met  with  a  lefs  fupply  of 
fultenance  here,  than  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  and  what  yet  re¬ 
mained  of  our  negro  and  the  cayman, 
were  our  only  fupport. 

We  ftruggled,  for  many  days,  thro' 
all  thefe  difficulties,  which  were  aug¬ 
mented  Hill  by  repeated  fufFerings, 
both  of  mind  and  body.  No  longer 
did  fond  hope  fuftain  our  drooping  fpi- 

P  2  rits 
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rits,  with  expectations  flattering,  tho’ 
vain  ;  all  diftin<5fion  of  our  limbs  and 
features  was  loft,  and  we  refembled 
moving  tuns,  rather  than  human  crea¬ 
tures.  We  marched  heavily  along, 
hardly  able  to  fet  one  foot  before  the 
other  ;  and  when  we  fat  down  to  reft, 
it  required  our  utmoft  efforts  to  raife 
ourfelves  from  the  ground  again.  In 
fine,  we  were  now  funk  to  the  loweft 
abyfs  of  mifery  and  defpair. 

Madame  la  Couture  fupported  her 
ftrength  and  fpirits  longer  than  I  did. 
While  my  powers  remained,  I  had  been 
fparing  of  hers,  and  had  taken  every 
labour  and  fatigue  upon  myfelf  that 

# 

her  afliftance  was  not  immediately  ne- 

ceflary  to.  Her  mind  too  had  been  al- 

✓ 

ways  more  at  reft  than  mine ;  becaufe 
ihe  acquiefced  generally  in  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  my  forecaft,  and  endeavours. 
All  the  difficulties  of  our  fituation  and 
circumftances  had  hitherto  refted  chief¬ 
ly 
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ly  on  me  ;  but  the  weight  of  our  mis¬ 
fortunes  became,  at  lad,  too  heavy 
for  my  drength,  or  rather  weaknefs, 
to  fupport. 

One  day,  not  being  able  to  dir  one 
ftep  farther,  totally  debilitated,  and  al- 
mod  deprived  of  fight  by  the  bliders 
which  the  venom  of  the  infects  had 
raifed  about  my  eyes,  I  laid  myfelf 
down  on  the  fliore,  which  we  had 
then  reached,  about  an  hundred  yards 
from  the  fea  ;  and,  after  repofing  my 
limbs  for  an  hour,  beneath  a  fpread- 
ing  tree,  I  attempted  to  rife  again,  with  a 
purpofe  of  continuing  our  march  ;  but 
in  vain.  I  felt  as  if  the  earth  I  preffed 
had  been  heaped  upon  me. 

“  ’Tis  over  with  me  now,  (faid  I,  to 
“  my  companion) ;  here  mud  I  remain 
“  for  ever;  my  grave  encompaffes  me; 
“  this  fpot  is,  at  length,  the  final 
end  of  my  journey,  of  my  misfor- 
“  tunes,  and  my  life.  Avail  yourfelf  of 

P  3  “  what 


(  214  ) 

“  what  powers  you  have  yet  remain- 

C  (  *  -» 

mg,  to  haften  forward  to  fome  in- 
“  habited  part  of  the  country ;  carry 
with  you  whatever  provifions  we  have 
u  icft,  and  do  not  idly  fpend  them  in 
“  waiting  longer  here  with  me  ;  I  fee 
“  that  fate  has  oppofcd  my  farther 
“  progrefs,  and  feel  my  diflolution  be- 
“  ginning,  from  this  moment ;  the  abi- 
“  lity  which  dill  remains  to  you,  fliews 
“  that  it  is  more  favourably  inclined  to- 
‘c  wards  you  :  take  then  the  advantage 
“  of  its  kindnefs,  and  reflect  fometimes 
“  with  tendernefs  on  the  unfortunate 
“  alTociate  of  your  miferies,  who  has 
“  exhaufted  his  every  faculty  in  aiding 
“  and  relieving  you,  and  who  would 
“  never  have  remitted  his  cares  for 
“  your  prefervation,  if  he  had  been 
“  able  to  accompany  you  any  longer, 
11  or  had  it  any  otherwife  in  his  power 
“  to  leflen  your  diftrefs.  Let  us  refign 
“  ourfelves  to  the  fevere  neceffity  which 

“  impofes 
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«  impofes  fo  cruel  a  law  upon  us  both : 

“  farewel,  depart  on  the  inftant,  ftrug- 
«  gle  {till  for  life  5  and  when  you  may 
««  rejoice  in  happier  days,  forgetting  in 
“  abundance  the  wants  you  have  fo 
“  long  endured,  remember  only  that 
“  you  have  loft  a  friend  amidft  the  de- 
“  ferts  of  America.  You  will,  ioon,  I 
“  hope,  be  able  to  reach  fome  fpot 
“  where  Europeans  may  be  met  wim, 

“  from  whence  you  may  have  the 
“  opportunity  of  veflels  returning  to 
“  France,  by  which  I  intreat  that  you 
“  will  render  me  the  only  kind  office 
“  that  remains  yet  in  your  power,  by 
«  fending  an  account  of  the  unfortu-  „ 
“  nate  Viaud,  to  my  relations,  telling 
“  them  that  I  am,  at  length,  releafed 
“  from  mifery,  and  deliring  them  to 
**  divide  the  fmall  remainder  of  my  ef- 
“  fe£ts,  among  them,  without  the  rnoft 

“  diftant  idea  of  my  ever  being  in  a 

p  4  “  condi- 
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“  condition  to  redemand  them.  Bid 
<c  them  pity  and  pray  for  me.” 

Madame  la  Couture  could  only  an- 
fv\cr  me  with  tears  and  moans  ;  her 
fenfibility  ailedled  me ;  ’tis  a  confola- 
non  to  the  unhappy  to  fee  themfelves 
the  objects  of  compaffion.  She  took 
my  hands  between  hers,  and  preffed 
them  with  the  utmod  tendernefs,  while 
I  continued  to  perfuade  her  to  our  Se¬ 
paration,  urging  the  abfolute  neceffity 
or  it,  in  vain.  “  No,  my  dear  friend, 
c'  (laid  She)  I  will  not  abandon  you ; 
“  1  will  dill  render  you,  as  far  as  my 
“  powers  will  permit,  the  affiftance 
“  1  owe  you,  and  which  I  have  receiv- 
“  ed  fo  long  from  you  already.  Exert 
“  your  Spirits,  and  your  flrength  may 
s“'  return  again.  If  my  hopes  fliould 
“  deceive  me,  it  will  not  be  then  too 
“  late  to  expofe  myfelf,  helplefs  and 
ct  alone,  in  this  vaft  defert,  accompa- 

-  •  nied 


* 


(  217  ) 

“  nied  only  by  my  fears,  and  dread- 
“  ing,  every  moment,  that  offended 
“  Heaven  might  let  loofe  the  f'avage 
“  beads  to  devour  me,  as  a  juft  punifh- 
“  nifhment  for  having  forfaken  you, 
“  while  there  remained  the  lead  pofli- 
“  bility  of  affording  you  any  man- 
“  ner  of  relief.  As  to  our  providons, 
“  we  will  endeavour  dill  to  hufband 
“  them  with  the  bedoeconomy  we  may ; 
“  and  1  will  now  go  in  fearch  on  the  bor- 
“  ders  of  the  fea,  for  fome  frefher 
“  nourifhment,  which  may  poffibly 
“  recruit  your  drength  once  more.  1 
“  devote  myfelf,  from  this  moment, 
“  wholly  to  your  fervice ;  and,  in  order 
“  to  defend  you  from  the  infeeds  which 
“  would  have  more  power  over  you,  in 
“  your  prefent  helplefs  condition,  I 
<!  fhall  leave  you  covered  up  intirely 
“  with  this  garment.” 

She  then  took  off  one  of  her  petty- 

coats,  of  which  fhe  had  but  two,  and 

> 

cutting 


(  21  8  ) 

cutting  it  afunder  with  my  knife, 

r  \ 

fpread  one  half  of  it  over  my  legs,  and 
the  other  on  my  arms  and  face,  which 
perfectly  fecured  me  from  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  thofe  venomous  animals 
that  were  then  buzzing  all  around  me. 
After  this  kind  precaution,  fhe  lighted 
up  a  fire,  and  immediately  retired  to¬ 
wards  the  fea-fhore. 

She  returned  foon  again,  with  a  tor- 
toife  in  her  hand  ;  of  which  the  firfl 
ufe  I  made,  was  to  wafli  my  flings  and 
biifters  in  its  warm  blood,  as  I  imagin- 
fed  it  allayed  the  heat  and  fwelling.  I 
recommended  the  fame  medicine  to 
Madame  la  Couture,  which  fhe  readily 
partook  of,  as  fhe  was  as  much  diftref- 
ed  with  the  bites  of  thefe  infedts 

*  «•  m 

as  I  was.  We  then  compofed  our- 
felves  to  reft,  for  fome  time,  but  my 
weaknefs  was  not  relieved ;  and  I  found 
myfelf  growing  fo  much  worfe,  after  I 
awoke,  that  I  had  reafon  to  conclude  I 
had  not  many  hours  to  furvive. 
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A  large  hen- turkey  that  fprungjuft 
in  view,  at  that  time,  and  ran  into  a 
coppice  near  us,  gave  us  hopes  that 
Hie  was  going  to  brood,  and  that 
we  might  be  able  to  rob  her  neft  of  the 
eggs,  which  might  be  a  great  refrefli- 
ment  to  us  in  our  prefent  circumftan- 
ces.  Madame  la  "Couture  undertook 
the  office  of  provedore,  on  this  occafion, 
as  I  was  totally  unable  to  raife  myfelf 
from  the  ground  ;  and  was,  therefore, 
left  behind,  lying  ftretched  before  the 
fire. 

I  remained  in  thatfituation,  for  about 
-  three  hours  ;  the  fun  was  near  fetting; 
I  was  in  a  Hate  of  torpid  infenfibility, 
without  motion,  and  almoft  deprived 
of  all  reflection,  like  a  per  foil  between 
fleeping  and  waking  ;  a  total  numb- 
nefs  had  feized  my  lethargic  limbs  ; 
I  felt  no  pain,  but  a  certain  liftlef- 
nefs  and  uncomfortable  fenfation  af¬ 
fected  my  whole  bodv. 


About 
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About  the  time  I  mention,  I  was 
roufed  from  my  mortal  doze,  by  the 
found  of  fome  fhrill  voices,  which 
awakened  my  attention  ;  1  liftened 
witn  dread,  and  they  feemed  to  have 
come  from  the  lea-lide.  I  concluded 
that  they  mult  have  proceeded  from 
fome  favages  who  were  marching  a- 
long  the  ccafl,  near  the  place  I  lay. 

“  Good  God!  (1  cried  out)  have  you 
determined  on  this  moment  for  the 
“  crifis  of  my  defliny  ?  Have  you  fent 
“  tlieGe  barbarians  hither  to  put  an  end 
“  to  my  miferies,  either  by  their  crnel- 
“  *y  or  kindnefs  ?  Whatever  you  or- 
“  dainl  refignmyfelf  to,  without  a  mur- 
“  mur.  Deftroy  or  fuccour  me  ;  I  lliall 
“  either  way  be  relieved,  and  fhall 
“  equally  adore  and  fubmit  myfelf  to 
“  thy  providence.” 

The  voices  were  repeated  feveral 
times,  and  a  ray  of  hope  began  to  beam 
on  my  mind  ;  I  endeavoured  to  raife 

myfelf 
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myfelf  up ;  and,  after  many  efforts, 
conquered  my  weaknefs  fo  far  as  to 
be  able  to  fit  on  the  ground  ;  but  this 
cruel  reflection  began  to  leffen  my  tri¬ 
umph  in  this  advantage.  Perhaps, 
thought  I,  the  perfons  I  hear  are  fail¬ 
ing  on  the  fea,  and  bound  to  fome  dif- 
tant  coaft  ;  they  can  know  nothing  of 
me,  unlefs  they  land  near  this  place  ; 
and  then  how  much  more  wretched 
mull  this  difappointed  hope  Hill  render 
me!  In  the  helpiefs  hate  I  am  at  pre- 
fent,  how  is  itpoffible  for  me  to  convey 
the  leaf!  knowledge  to  them  that  there 
lies  a  miferable  perfon  here,  who  is 
in  the  laft  need  of  their  humanity  and 
afftftance  ! 

t 

This  thought  threw  me  into  the  ut- 
moil  defpondency ;  I  ftrove  to  hail 
them,  but  my  voice  failed  me ;  the 
dread,  however,  of  miffing  the  on¬ 
ly  refource  that  had  prefented  itfelf  to 
us  for  fo  long  a  time,  ferved  to  reffore 
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part  of  my  powers,  which  I  made  ufe 
of  to  creep  upon  my  hands  and  knees, 
as  near  the  fhore  as  I  could.  I  could 
then  diftinffly  perceive  a  large  boat 
which  rowed  along  near  the  coaft,  and 
had  not  yet  palled  by ;  I  raifed  myfelf 
then  on  my  knees,  and  waving  my 
cap,  to  and  fro,  as  high  as  I  could 
reach,  I  made  fignals  that  I  was  obliged 
often  to  interrupt,  as  my  weaknefs 
did  not  fuffer  me  to  hold  up  my  arm 
long  enough,  and  made  me  fall  flat  a- 
gain  on  my  face. 

How  much  did  I  regret  the  ab- 
fence  of  Madame  la  Couture,  during 
this  anxious  interval !  She  was  able  to 
have  run  down  to  the  fea-flde,  to  have 
called  out,  to  have  befeeched  their  fuc- 
cour,  and  to  have  fummoned  their  at¬ 
tention  ;  but  ihe  was  certainly  then  at 

*  0 

too  great  a  diftance  to  hear  the  found 
of  their  voices,  or  Ihe  would  loon  have 
appeared  in  view. 
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In  her  {lead  I  thought  of  every  pof- 
fible  method  of  rendering  myfelf  vifi- 
ble ;  I  happened  to  perceive  a  long 
branch  of  a  tree,  within  my  reach, 
which  I  made  ufe  of  to  raife  my  cap 
upon,  to  which  I  fattened  a  part  of 
the  petticoat  that  my  companion  in 
mifery  had  lent  me,  as  before  related  ; 
and  this  kind  of  floating  enflgn  was  at 
laft  happily  taken  notice  of  by  the  per- 
fons  who  were  in  the  vettel ;  which  I 
foon  perceived,  by  the  fudden  fliout 
they  fet  up,  and  by  their  quitting  their 
former  courfe,  and  fleering  in  diredly 
to  the  fhore. 

I  immediately  ftruck  my  perch  into 
the  ground,  that  they  might  not  lofe 
fight  of  the  fignal,  and  endeavoured  to 
creep  towards  the  ftrand,  where  I  lay 
ftretched  along,  fatigued  with  my  ef¬ 
forts,  but  exulting  in  profped  of  an 
approaching  deliverance  ,and  putting 
up  moft  grateful  and  fervent  eja- 

8  cula- 
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ciilations  to  Providence  for  its  goodnefs 
towards  me. 

On  looking  attentively  at  the  boat, 
I  had  the  tranfport  to  difcover  that  the 

paflengers  in  it  wore  cloaths,  which  af- 
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forded  me  the  comfort  of  concluding 
them  to  be  Europeans,  and  not  any  of 
the  favages  of  the  country,  which  reliev¬ 
ed  me  from  the  apprehensions  I  had  la¬ 
boured  under  from  the  firft. 

While  I  was  waiting  for  their  land¬ 
ing,  I  call  my  eyes  all  about,  in  fearch 
of  Madame  la  Couture,  whom  1  was 
impatient  to  fee  that  I  might  have  the 
pleafure  of  acquainting  her  with  the 
happy  event  which  had  arrived  to  our 
relief,  and  which  (he  might  be  an  e- 
qual  Sharer  in.  I  felt  my  good  fortune 
but  by  halves,  without  her  participation 
of  it.  The  tender  cares  (lie  had  bellow¬ 
ed  on  me,  and  her  refolving  not  to  a- 
bandon  me,  had  rivetted  the  friendship 
that  had  before  attached  me  to  her, 

and 
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and  which  our  common  misfortunes 
had  given  birth  to. 

She  appeared  not  in  view,  all  this 
\vhile,  and  this  was  the  only  uneafi- 
nefs  I  was  fenfible  of,  during  that  in¬ 
terval  ;  but  this  delay  did  not  affedt  my 
mind  very  confiderably,  as  I  looked 
iipon  her  deliverance  to  be  as  real,  as 
if  flie  had  been  prefent ;  and  that  fire 

i  ’ 

could  not  be  long  enough  abfent  to 
mifs  the  opportunity,  as  it  grew  now 
late  ;  and  the  falling  of  the  night  muft 
certainly  warn  her  to  return. 

The  boat  at  length  arrived  to  fhore,, 
the  crew  landed,  and  came  up  to  me  ; 
the  excefs  of  my  joy,  in  feeing  them 
fo  near  me,  had  like  to  have  been  fa¬ 
tal  to  me ;  it  threw  me  into  a  fwoon, 
for  fome  minutes,  which  rendered  me 
incapable  of  fpcaking  one  word,  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  feveral  quellions  they 
afked  me. 


A  cup 


... 


*?v-  ■-  Jfl 


(  2  2  6  ) 

A  cup  of  taffia,  which  they  poured 
down  my  throat,  revived  my  fpirits, 
and  enabled  me  to  exprefs  my  grati¬ 
tude,  and  to  acquaint  them  in  a  few 
words  of  the  miferies  of  my  fituation  ; 
which  indeed  they  were  fufficiently  a- 
ble  to  guefs  at  themfelves,  on  the  firft 
view  or  me,  and  therefore  reflrained 
me  from  entering  into  any  of  the  par¬ 
ticulars  oi  it.  While  I  was  fatisfied  in 
finding  them  to  be  Europeans,  though 
judging  by  their  manner  of  anfwer- 
ing  me  in  French,  that  they  were  not 
of  that  nation,  yet  I  never  thought  of 
afking  them  what  countrymen  they 
were,  as  this  information  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  but  very  little  confequence  ;  it 
being  fufficient  for  me  that  I  was  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  civilized  perfons,  and 
that  I  thought  I  might  depend  upon 
their  affiftance. 

1  intreated  them  to  hoop  and  hal¬ 
loo  through  the  coppice, 

JP 
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whither  Madame  la  Couture  had  gone 
in  queft  of  the  turkey-hen,  in  hopes 
Ihe  might  be  able  to  hear  the  chcarful 
found  of  human  voices,  once  more, 
and  be  brought  back  again  to  a  piace 
of  fafety  and  comfort.  This  had  its 
erFeift ;  (lie  appeared,  on  the  fummons, 
and  my  happinefs.  was  now  complete. 

I  faw  her  running  towards  us  with 
the  utraoft  exertion  of  her  fpeed,  with 
the  turkey  and  her  neft,  which  (he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  make  a  prize  of. 
“  My  dear  friend,  cried  I,  in  rapture, 
“  thefe  provifxons  are  come  moil  luck- 
“  ily,  at  prefent,  to  treat  thofe  kind  del  i- 
“  verers  whom  the  mercy  of  God  has  fen  t 
“  fo  opportunely  to  our  relief.  Rejoice 
“  with  me.  Providence  never  forfakes 
“  the  juft ;  and  your  generous  compaf- 
“  fion  towards  me  has  been  fuffici- 
“  ently  recompenfed.” 

As  the  night  was  now  come  on,  it 
was  not  thought  proper  to  embark, 

Q  2  ’till 
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’till  the  morning.  I  then  learned  tbs! 
it  was  the  6  th  of  May,  for  ’till  that 
time  I  could  not  be  certain  of  the  dates 
that  palled.  We  all  gathered  round 
my  lire,  to  which  our  new  friends 
were  fo  kind  to  carry  me  j  we  fupped 
on  the  turkey  and  her  eggs,  to  which 

0 

they  added  fome  pickled  pork,  and  a 
Salk  or  too  of  taffia.  This  repall  was 

doubtlefs  the  moll  chearful  of  any  I 

* 

had  ever  enjoyed,  fince  our  Ihip wreck  5 
content  of  mind  helped  to  relieve  the 
weaknefs  of  our  bodies,  and  I  began 
foon  to  feel  my  health  and  flrength 
returning. 

Our  guells  informed  us  that  they 
were  Englilh,  the  principal  of  whom 
was  an  officer  of  infantry,  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  Britannic  majelly,  whofe 
name  was  Wright.  I  entertained  him 
after  fupper,  with  an  account  of  our 
extraordinary  hardlhips  and  adven¬ 
tures  j  and  I  obferved  him  frequently 

moved 
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moved  at  the  miferies  we  had  been  re¬ 
duced  to,  but  he  was  more  particularly 
ihocked  at  the  neceffity  which  had  con- 
ftrained  us  to  feck  our  prefervation  in 
the  facrifice  of  my  wretched  negro.  He 
then  delired  to  look  at  what  remained 
of  this  cannibal  food,  and  curiolity 
tempted  him  to  tafte  a  morfel  of  it, 
which  he  immediately  fpit  out  of  his 
mouth,  with  the  utmoft  difguft,  and 
pitied  us  extremely  for  having  been 
obliged  to  fullain  ourfelves  on  fo  difa- 
greeable  and  unnatural  an  aliment. 

I  obferved  occafionally  that  there 
was  only  the  officer,  and  one  of  his 
foldiers,  who  underftood  French  j  and 
that  all  the  reft  of  the  crew  were  im¬ 
patient  to  learn  the  particulars  of  my 
ftory.  I  thought  I  could  never  do  too 

much  for  fuch  friends  ;  therefore  I  re- 

< 

lated  them  over  again,  in  Engliffi, 
which  I  was  enabled  to  do,  by  having 
been  twice  taken  prifoner,  in  the  laft 

Qj)  war, 
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war,  and  confined  in  Britain,  long  e- 
nough  to  learn  the  language  fufficient- 
ly  to  render  myfelf  intelligible  to  my 
deliverers,  whofe  good  will  I  further 
attached  to  me  by  fuch  a  compliance. 

After  I  had  finifhed  ,my  recital,  I 
inquired  from  Mr.  Wright,  in  my 
turn,  to  what  lucky  chance  we 
Gwed  the  good  fortune  of  his  oppor¬ 
tune  fuccour  ?  He  informed  me  that 
he  belonged  to  a  detachment  Rationed 
at  St.  Marks,  in  the  Apalachian  moun¬ 
tains,  commanded  by  Mr.  Swettenham  ; 
that  fome  days  before  a  favage  having 
reported  that  he  had  found  a  man  dead 
on  the  fhore,  who  by  fome  remains  of 
his  cloaths  feemed  to  have  been  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  ;  that  his  face  and  belly  were 
wanting,  and  he  appeared  to  have  been 
devoured  by  fome  wild  beaft ;  Mr. 
Swettenham,  upon  this  account,  had 
fent  him  off,  with  an  interpreter,  and 
four  foldiers,  to  traverfe  the  coaft,  and 

afford 
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afford  relief  to  every  diftreffed  perfon 
they  might  meet  with  in  their  way.  To 
which  he  added,  that  his  fuperior  hav¬ 
ing  obferved  the  ftormy  weather,  that 
had  continued  iome  time,  was  in  ap- 
preheniion  that  a  brigantine,  which  he 
was  in  expectation  of  from  Paflacola, 
freighted  with  provifions  for  the  gar- 
rifon,  had  been  cad  away. 

I  doubted  not  but  that  the  corpfe  feen  by 
the  favage,  and  which  had  been  the  occa- 
fion  of  Mr.  Wright’s  lucky  cruife,  mull 
have  been  one  of  our  poor  loft  friends, 
either  Monfieur  la  Couture,  or  Monfieur 
Defclau.  They  had  been  both  drowned, 
for  a  certainty;  one  of  their  bodies 
might  have  been  devoured  in  the  fea, 
by  a  cayman,  and  the  other  thrown  up¬ 
on  the  fhore,  by  the  agitation  of  the 
waves  ;  at  leaft  we  have  not  received 
any  manner  of  account  about  them, 
ever  fince. 

0^4 
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After  we  had  entertained  each  other 
in  this  manner,  for  fome  time,  we 
compofed  ourfelves  to  reft,  but  were 
foon  roufed  again  from  our  fleep,  by 
a  violent  ftorm,  that  arofe  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  night.  The  rain,  wind, 
thunder  and  lightning,  ceafed  not,  for 
an  inftant,  ’till  morning.  This  tem- 
peft  difturbed  our  new  guefts,  much 
more  than  it  did  Madame  la  Couture 
or  me,  who  had  been  fo  much  longer 
ufed  to  fuch  alarms  ;  and  befides  they 
affected  us  lefs,  as  we  wTere  already 
poilefled  of  a  relief  to  all  our  dangers 
and  our  cares.  The  fenfe  of  our  mif- 
fortunes  were  not  near  fo  poignant, 
fince  we  were  fo  happily  arrived  with* 
in  view  of  their  end ;  our  weaknefs 

and  our  wounds  opprefled  us  lefs,  and 
feemed  but  flight  temporary  ills,  which 

a  little  care  and  repofe  would  foon 
remedy. 

Towards 
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Towards  the  dawn  of  day  the  ftorra 
abated,  and  by  fun-rife  a  perfect  calm 
fucceeded.  We  then  prepared  to  em¬ 
bark  i  and  my  fpirits  were  fo  much 
reftored,  that  I  thought  myfelf  able 
enough  to  get  into  the  boat,  without 
any  manner  of  ailiftance,  which  I  was 
going  to  attempt ;  but  Mr.  Wright 
would  not  permit  it,  and  ordered  me 
to  be  carried  aboard,  faying,  “  I  wifli 
“  you  joy  of  your  feeming  recovery, 
“  but  you  ought  not  to  prefume  too 
much  on  it  ;  hulband  your  ftrength, 

4 

f‘  as  well  as  you  can,  to  ferve  you  up- 
“  on  more  neceffary  occaftons.” 

Madame  la  Couture  walked  by  my 
fide  to  the  boat,  looking  at  me  all  the 
way,  with  a  fincere  and  lively  joy  in. 
her  eyes;  “  Reded,  now,  (faidfhe,)  whe- 
“  ther  I  was  not  in  the  right  to  abide 
“  Rill  with  you,  notwithllanding  your 
generous  difmiflal  of  my  fervice  ;  we 
t?arebothof  us,  thank  God,  alive, 

and 
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*s  and  in  a  flate  to  enjoy  the  blefling 
tl  of  life,  without  danger,  or  remorfe. 
“  How  wretched  fliould  I  be,  even  in 
“  my  prefent  circumftances,  if  by  o- 
“  beying  your  preffing  inftances,  I 
(t  had  met  with  this  deliverance,  with- 
“  out  being  able  to  have  fliared  it  with 
“  you  !’’ 

When  I  had  got  into  the  boat,  I  re- 
figned  myfelf  intirely  to  repofe,  as 
having  now  no  other  care  upon  my 
mind,  and  Mr.  Wright  thought  of 
putting  an  end  to  his  expedition.  He 
had  already  traverfed  all  the  ifles,  but 
one,  and  proceeded  now  toward  that, 
in  his  tour  back  to  St.  Mark.  We  ari- 
ved  there  after  about  twelve  hours  fail 
with  a  favourable  gale  *,  and  I  recol¬ 
lected  it  to  be  the  one  whence  Ma¬ 
dame  la  Couture  and  I  had  departed 
together,  and  where  her  fon  had  been 
left  to  expire. 


* 
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The  miferies  I  had  endured,  every 
moment,  fince  that  event,  had  afford¬ 
ed  me  but  little  leifure  to  refled  upon 
his  flmation  ;  but  my  return  to  the 
very  fpot  again,  affeded  my  mind  fo 
ftrongly  towards  him,  that  I  let  fall 
many  tears  to  the  dear  boy’s  me¬ 
mory.  .  . 

:  In  the  midft  of  my  regret  for  his  lofs, 
I  remembered  that  he  was  not  quite 
dead  when  I  took  my  leave  of  him  : 
this  refledion  roufed  me ;  and  that  he 
might  be  yet  alive,  and  in  a  date  to 
benefit  from  our  fuccour,  was  an  idea 
that  flattered  my  mind  furprifingly. 
In  vain  did  reafon  and  probability  op- 
pofe  the  notion,  as  a  thing  impoflible; 
they  could  not  prevail  on  me  to  quit 
the  place,  without  coming  to  fome 
certainty  about  fo  interefting  a  fad. 
Accordingly  I  prevailed  on  Mr.  Wright 
to  fuller  us  to  fail  quite  round  the 
ifland,  while  the  foldiers  were  exerting 

the 
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the  utmoft  ftretch  of  their  lungs,  iit 
hallooing  and  calling  out  La  Couture, 
at  frequent  intervals  j  but  no  anfwer 
was  returned. 

This  filence,  however,  neither  baffled 
my  hopes,  nor  lulled  to  reft  a  certain 
fecret  impulfe,  which  prefTed  me  in¬ 
wardly,  all  the  while.  The  poor  young 
man  might  be  ftill  in  a  ftate  to  have 
heard  the  voices,  but  not  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  refponding  to  them.  I  recol¬ 
lected  my  own  fituation,  in  this  parti- 
cular,  the  day  before  ;  and  how  much 

more  deplorable  mufthis  be,  if  he  was 
ftill  alive !  In  fine,  the  excels  of  my 
anxiety,  impatience,  and  fond  hope,  be¬ 
came  quite  ungovernable,  at  laft. 

I  communicated  my  thoughts  and 
feelings  to  Mr.  Wright,  who,  after  hav¬ 
ing  reprefented  to  me  the  fruitleffnefs 
of  the  delay  which  fuch  an  inquiry 
might  occafion,  had  the  complaifance 
and  humanity,  however,  no  longer  to 

oppofe 
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cppofe  his  reafon  to  my  ravings ;  but 
fleering  dire&ly  to  fliore,  fent  a  foldier 
to  the  place  I  pointed  out  to  him,  as 
I  was  not  able  to  walk  thither  myfelf, 
and  directed  him  to  bring  us  a  fpeedy 
account  of  the  ftate  he  fliould  find  the 
young  man  in. 

This  meffenger  returned  to  us,  in 
about  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  with 
a  report  that  he  had  feen  the  body, 
and  found  it  dead  ;  upon  which  Mr. 
Wright  ordered  the  foldier  aboard,  and 
prepared  to  tack  about  for  St.  Mark’s. 
But  I  crept  towards  him,  and  railing 
my  felf  on  my  knees,  faid,  “  Dear  Sir, 
“  I  mull  undoubtedly  appear  very 
“  troublefome  and  unreafonable  to 
you,  in  the  whole  of  this  affair  ;  but 
“  I  have  Hill  one  requell  more  to  folicit 
you  for,  with  regard  to  it. 

“  This  young  man  (continued!),  was 

« dear,  both  to  his  mother  and  to 
“me :  his  generous  fortitude  alone 

7  Pre-" 
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K  prevailed  on  us  to  leave  this  ifland ;  I, 
“  therefore,  owe  him  whatever  return  of 
“  gratitude  may  be  in  my  power  ;  he  is 
“  now,  alas!  beyond  the  reach  of  every 
“  duty  of  humanity,  except  the  laft  ; 
“  fuffer  me,  then,  to  difcharge  that  debt, 
“  by  allowing  me  time  juft  to  ftep  on 
“  fliore,  and  inter  the  body,  with  as 
“  much  decency  as  our  prefent  hur- 
“  ry  and  circumftances  may  permit,” 
Mr.  Wright,  who  continued  to  be¬ 
have  with  renfarkable  tendernefs  and 
indulgence  towards  me,  yielded  to 
this  requeft,  alfo,  and  ordered  all  his 
men  to  attend  and  carry-  me  to  the 
corpfe.  Madame  ia  Couture  would,  like- 
wife,  perform  her  part  in  this  pious  office : 
“  My  unhappy  child  (faid  fire,  with  an 
“  heavy  fighj,  has  followed  his  dear  fa- 
“  ther  to  the  grave,  and  his  mother 
cannot  long  furvive  them.  Thedeliver- 
“  ance  I  have  met  with,  has  come,  alas! 
“  too  late,  fince  I  cannot  partake  the  be- 
«  nefit  of  it,  with  either  of  them.” 
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We  all  came  together,  to  the  place 
where  the  young  man  lay  ftretched  at 
length  on  the'  ground,  with  his  face  to 
the  earth ;  his  Ikin  was  all  parched 
with  the  fun  and  wind  ;  he  fent  forth 
a  putrid  fmell,  like  a  body  that  had 
lain  too  long  unburied ;  and  the  worms 
had  already  taken  pofleffion  of  his  legs 
and  thighs.  In  fine,  he  was  become  an 
object  offenfive  to  the  fenfes,  and  fhock- 
ing  to  humanity. 

I  kneeled  down,  in  prayer,  while 
the  foldiers  were  digging  his  grave, 
which,  when  it  was  finifhed,  they  came 

to  take  the  body  and  lay  it  in.  But 

* 

what  was  their  furprize,  mine,  and  his 
mother’s,  when  one  of  the  men  who 
had  laid  his  hand  under  his  breaft,  in 
order  to  raife  him  up,  cried  out  that 
he  felt  him  ftill  warm,  and  perceived 
his  heart  yet  in  motion  ;  and  1  faw  one 
of  his  legs,  at  the  fame  time,  draw  it- 

fclf 
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felf  up,  as  foon  as  another  of  the  foh 
diers  put  his  hand  to  it ! 

On  the  inftant  we  all  of  us  exerted  our 
utmoft  endeavours  to  render  him  every 
manner  of  afliftance,  in  our  power ;  we 
forced  fome  taffia,  mixed  with  frefh 
water,  down  his  throat,  and  made  ufe 
of  the  fame  lotion  to  walla  and  cleanfe 
the  wounds  in  his  limbs,  from 
which  we  picked  out  a  great  many 
worms,  that  had  formed  their  nefts' 
there,  and  were  devouring  him  piece- 
meal. 

Madame  la  Couture,  rendered  mo* 
tionlefs,  at  firft,  with  aftonilhment,  be¬ 
came  foon  tranfported  from  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  defpair  to  hope,  from  grief 
to  joy  ; .  and,  finding  that  her  dear 
child,  whofe  death  fhe  had  been  certain 
of  the  moment  before,  flill  breathed, 
continued  for  fome  minutes  to  dif- 
truft  her  fenfes,  crying  out,  in  a  kind 

of 
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of  delirium,  “  Is  it  poflible,  great 
“  God  !  O,  rnv  friends,  do  not  impofe 
“  on  me  give  me  certain  conviction 
£S  of  this  miracle,  and  do  not  fport  with 
t:  my  diitradtion,  by  poJTefling  my 
“mind  with  falfe  hopes,  that  arc  only 
“to  end  in  the  moll  cruel  of  difa'p- 
“  pointments !” 

After  this  exclamation,  fire  ran  to 
her  fon,  threw  herfeif  on  the  ground 
by  him,  examined  his  bread,  his  heart, 
his  pulfe  ;  then  looking  Iharply  in  the 
countenances  of  thofe  who  flood  round 
her,  in  order  to  pry  into  their  fenti- 
ments  about  his  condition,  lire  turned 

V 

again  to  him,  caught  him  in  her  arms, 
and  endeavoured  to  warm  him  into 
life,  by  her  kiffes  and  embraces,  till  we 
were  obliged  to  force  her  away,  led  the 
violence  of  her  emotions  might  pofii- 
bly  have  difappointed  the  very  purpofe 
intended  by  them,  and  have  prevented 
us  from  fupplying  thofe  abidances 

11  which 
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which  we  thought  more  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  happy  effect  we  fo  much  wi fil¬ 
ed  and  laboured  to  obtain.  I  was  fo  lit¬ 
tle  able  to  adminiiler  any  manner  of 
help  myfelf,  upon  this  occafion,  that  I 
fat  ftill  on  the  ground,  and  held  her 
down  by  me;  faying  every  thing  I  could, 
to  encourage  her  hopes,  and  reftrain 
her  agitations.  She  liftened  to  me  with 
impatience,  keeping  her  eyes  conftantly 
fixed  on  her Ton,  and  ftarting  up  fo  of¬ 
ten  to  run  to  him,  that  my  ftrength 
was  almoft  exhaufted  in  withholding 
her  from  interrupting  the  operations 
that  were  necefifary  for  the  recovery  of 
our  patient. 

“  Have  but  a  moment's  calmnefs 
“  (laid  I  to  her) ;  fuffer  thefe  generous 
{£  Englifhmen  to  take  their  own  way  j 

55  your  inter pofmg  may  impede,  per- 

0 

“  haps  totally  prevent  the  fuccefs  of 
K  their  endeavours.”  “  I  think  fo  too 
(Hie  Would  reply)  ;  I  will  take  your 
.  4  .<  156  advice, 
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ks  advice,  and  fit  ftill.”  In  a  moment 
after,  Hie  would  attempt  to  efcape  me  ; 
I  again  exhorted  her  to  remain  quieq 
repeated  the  fame  reafons,  and  remind¬ 
ed  her  of  the  promife  flic  had  juft 
given  me,  not  to  ftir.  u  I  remember  it,” 
flie  cried,  “  I  confefs  the  breach  of  my 
55  word,  and  acknowledge  the  impro- 
“  priety  and  hazard  of  my  conduct  \ 
u  but, my  dear  Viaud,I  have  not  theleaft 

A 

u  command  over  my  felf,  and  am  certain 
that  Ifhould  perfectly  recover  my  rea- 
“  fon,  if  I  was  buffered  to  fee  my  dear  fon 
“  again,  for  an  inftant,  a  fingle  inftant. 
fl  Why  do  you  reftrain  me  then  ?  This 
“  muft  be  a  mere  favage  cruelty  in  you. 
‘‘  Oh  !  if  you  knew  what  it  was  to  be  a 
18  mother !  Had  you  ever  a  child,  in 
u  your  life  r”  Then,  without  waiting 
for  an  anfwer,  (he  would  afk  me  many 
other  queftions,  in  a  breath  •,  as,  what 
my  opinion  was  of  the  bufinefs  in  agi¬ 
tation  }  whether  I  had  conceived  any 
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hope  of  her  Ion’s  recovering,  &c.  hot 
not  in  the  leaft  attending  to  my  re¬ 
plies  ;  and,  all  the  while,  endeavouring 
to  get  herfelf  loofe  from  my  hold. 

At  length  Mr.  Wright  ran  to  ac¬ 
quaint  us  that  the  young  man  had 
been  recovered  to  his  fenfes  ;  that  he 
had  opened  his  eyes,  wept  much,  Har¬ 
ed  at  the  ftrange  faces  he  faw  about 
him,  had  afked  where  his  mother  was  ; 
and  what  became  of  me,  alfo.  When 
we  appeared  before  him,  he  knew  us 
both,  at  once.  “  You  are  here  Hill,  then, 
“  (faid  he,  with  the  feebled  voice  ;)  is  it 
“  pofTible  that  you  fhould  have  remain- 
ed  here  fo  long  !  I  have  not  feen. 
“  either  of  you  for  a  confiderable  time; 
“  tell  me  where  you  have  been,  all  this 
“  while  ?” 

This  was  neither  time  nor  place  to 
give  any  account  of  our  abfence ;  we, 
therefore  only  replied,  that  we  were 
then  happily  arrived  to  fave  his  life, 

and 
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and  relieve  his  miferies,  and  exhorted 
him  to  take  couvage,  and  be  of  good 
cheer,  in  order  to  affift  towards  his  own 
recovery.  We  had  him  then  carried 
into  the  boat,  where  I  laid  him  down 
upon  fome  of  the  foldiers  cloaths, 
which  they  were  fo  humane  to  lend 
us  5  I  covered  him  over  with  a  blanker, 
andftretched  myfelf  clofe  by  his  couch, 
in  order  to  take  care  of  him,  through¬ 
out  the  voyage.  His  mother  lay  on 
the  other  fide,  and  I  had  infinite 
trouble  in  defending  him  from  her 
extravagant  fondnefs,  and  fatiguing 
carefles. 

As  it  was  late,  we  made  but  little 
way  that  evening ;  and  went  on  fir  ore 
again,  at  the  further  extremity  of  the 
iiland,  to  pafs^the  night  there.  The 
foldiers  gave  chace  to  fome  buftards 
they  happened  to  fpring,  on  their  land¬ 
ing,  and  brought  us  three  of  them  time 
enough  to  have  them  dreffed  for  fup- 

R  3  per. 
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per.  Our  patient  eat  a  little  of  them, 

and  flept  foundly  till  the  next  mom- 

*  * 

ing. 

1  O  , 

The  following  day  he  found  him- 
felf  much  recruited,  but  rather  more 
in  his  mind  than  body ;  for  he  was 
now  come  perfectly  to  himfelf,  and  he 
had  raved,  by  intervals,  before.  How¬ 
ever,  he  could  not  recoiled!  any  thing 
that  palled  fmce  our  departure,  except 
that  he  had  often  fainted  ;  and  that,  be- 

4  >  1  ‘  *  t 

tween  the  fits  he  had  been  fenfible  of 

■  •  •  t  '  *  ' 

extreme  hunger  and  third,  and  had  re- 
frefhed  himfelf  with  the  oyllers  and 

$  v  4  I  *  4  , 

water  we  had  left  within  his  reach, 

>s..  ,  •  ,  *  ■  l  \ 

while  they  laded  ;  but  was  fo  weak, 
that  he  could  not  ft  retch  out  his  hand 

*  i  4  .  .  ‘  1  4  ■  X  *•  V  *  “ 

to  fup ply  his  wants,  and  was  forced 
to  trail  himfelf  along  on  his  belly,  and 
feed,  like  a  reptile,  prone  on  the 
ground.  He  was  not  capable  of  com- 
puting  how  long  he  had  been  left 
alone,  and  it  feemed  to  him  as  if  we 

<•4  «  *  ‘  v  -  *  *  ‘  '  '  •  '  ’  '  "  ’ 

had 
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had  not  yet  ventured  on  our  raff,  but 
had  met  with  all  the  fuccourwebrought 
him,  juft  as  we  were  preparing  to  fet 
out.  We  did  not  care  to  undeceive 
him,  at  that  time  *. 

But  the  poflibility  of  his  being  able 
to  have  exifted  fo  long,  in  the  ftate  I 
had  left  him,  was  a  fubjed  of  aftonifh- 
ment  to  us  ;  for  had  it  been  only  a 
fad  related,  we  fhould  noneof  us  have 
had  faith  enough  to  have  given  credit 
to  fuch  an  improbable  ftory.  We  had 
quitted  the  ifland,  on  the  i  9th  of  April, 
and  it  was  now  the  7  th  of  May,  when 
we  returned  to  it  again  ;  which  com¬ 
prehended  an  interval,  of  nineteen 

*  The  writer  Teems  to  contradi<ft  himfelf,  a  little. 
In  this  place;  for,  juft  before,  the  invalid  is  faid  to 
have  been  furprifed  how  they  could  have  remained 
fo  long  in  the  ifland,  without  returning  to  take 
fome  further  care  of  him  ;  fo  that  he  appears  to 
have  had  a  better  notion  of  the  interval,  at  firft, 
than  now.  But,  ’tis  probable  that  Mr.  Viaud 
might  have  only  tranfpofed  thefe  circumftances,  in 
the  hurry  of  his  recital. 

R  4 
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days,  that  he  had  fubfiiied,  as  it  were* 
by  miracle  alone.  The  band  of  Provff 
de.nce  was  evident  in  his  prefer  vat  ion  ; 
and  this  reflection  a  fleeted  Madame  la 
Couture  fo  ftrongly,  that  throwing 
herfelf  on  her  knees  ;  45  Merciful  God! 
“  (cried  fixe  out,)  thou  haft  renewed  the 
“  ldb  of  my  fon ;  thou  haft  lent  him 
“  to  me,  even  beyond  my  hopes !  O 
44  fpare  him  to  me  ftill !  Complete  thy 
t(  bounty,  and  grant  me,  even  in  this 
world,  this  only  recom pence  for  all 
“  themiferies  I  have  already  fuftained  ! 
44  But  if  thou  wilt  take  him  to  thyfelf, 
sti£  thou  haft  only  refpited  his  doom, 
44  to  afford  me  this  fbort  gleam  of  joy  ! 
44  O  infpire  me  with  fortitude  fuijjicient 
44  to  fupport  myfelf  under  this  lafe,  this 
“  word;  of  misfortunes,  or  fuffer  me  to 
44  feel  the  ftreke  of  fate,  along  with 
44  him.”  I  joined  in  her  prayer,  but  was 
full  of  hopes,  ail  the  while,  about 
her  fon. 


We 
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We  embarked  again,  that  morning, 
for  St.  Mark’s,  and  the  wind  was  quite 
favourable  to  us,  during  the  pafiage.  I 
was  convinced,  from  the  oblervations 
I  made,  as  we  failed  along,  that,  with¬ 
out  the  affiftance  of  our  good  Eng- 
lifh  friends,  I  fhould  never  have  been 
able  to  have  reached  thither,  by  land. 
This  place  is  fifteen  leagues  from  that 
part  of  the  continent  whence  we  em¬ 
barked.  The  very  length  of  the  journey, 
then,  was  infinitely  more  than  we  could 
have  ever  conquered,  in  our  circum- 
flancesat  that  time;  befides,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  large,  deep,  and  rapid  rivers, 
which  crolled  our  way,  as  I  could  very 
well  judge,  by  the  feveral  currents  I 
faw  difembogue  themfelves  into  the 
fea,  as  w'e  coafted  thither. 

What  unfurmountable  obftacles  mull 
thefe  have  been,  in  our  then  flate  of 
weaknefs !  How  often  muft  we  have 
been  forced  out  of  the  compafs-line  of 

our 

-  .  -  ' 


' 


(  aj'o  ) 

our  direction,  to  travel  up  the  fides  of 
thefe  rivers,  through  pathlefs  defarts,  as 
before,  in  fearch  of  fome  fordable  paf- 
fage  !  And  what  a  number  of  leagues 
fnuft  thefe  circumviations  have  added 
to  our  journey  !  But  thefe  things  are 
beyond  our  power  to  compute  ;  and 
the  only  one  we  can  be  certain  of,  at 
prefent,  is,  that  it  had  been  impoffible 
for  us  to  have  ever  overcome  thefe  dif¬ 
ficulties  ;  and  that  we  mull  have  perilh- 
ed  with  hunger  or  fatigue,  in  a  very 
few  days,  in  making  the  attempt. 

That  fame  day,  the  8th  of  May,  we 
all  happily  arrived  at  St.  Mark’s,  about 
jfeven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  Mr, 
Swettenham  received  us  with  the  ut- 
moft  humanity  ;  he  had  me  carried 
home  to  his  own  houfe,  where,  hav¬ 
ing  but  one  bed,  he  generoully  fhared 
it  with  me ;  he  lodged  Madame  la 
Couture  and  her  fon  in  his  corporal’s 
apartments,  accommodating  them  with, 

flieets 
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fheets  and  blankets  himfelf.  His  fur •? 

4»  i.  * 

geon  was  immediately  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend  us  all,  and  fupply  us  with  every 
medicine  that  might  conduce  toward 
our  recovery.  In  fine,  there  was  no 
care  neglected,  nor  article  forgotten, 
which  was  neceflary,  either  to  our 
comfort,  or  relief. 

Our  good  fortune  had  delivered  us, 
into  the  hands  of  a  generous  and  be-r 
nevolent  man,  whofe  kindnefs  we  ex¬ 
perienced  in  every  inftance.  What 
would  have  been  our  condition  if  we 
had  met  with  a  perfon  of  lefs  fenfibi- 
lity,  who  thinking  he  had  fufficiently 
anfwered  the  duties  of  humanity,  in 
bringing  us  out  of  the  defert,  had  left 
us  to  drift  for  ourfelves,  with  regard 

to  all  other  neceffaries  ! 

■»  »  * 

But  it  was  time  that  we  fhould  have 
met  with  an  end  to  our  fufferings ; 
they  had  commenced,  in  a  {hocking 
manner,  the  i  6  th  of  February,  17  6  6% 

when 


(  2^2  ) 

when  we  were  ih  ip  wrecked,  and  had 
continued  till  the  7  th  of  May,  follow- 
ing,  comprehending  juft  fourfcore  and 
one  days.  What  a  century  did  it  ap¬ 
peal,  to  us  !  Through  how  many  nai¬ 
leries  had  we  palled,  during  that  un¬ 
happy  interval !  What  perfons  in  the 

•  world  were  ever  fo  wretched,  for  the 
time. 

It  was  nor,  therefore,  extraordinary 
that  our  conftitutions  iliould  have  been 
broken  ;  the  furprize  muft  certainly 
be  much  greater  that  they  were  able 
to  have  fupported  themfelves  at  all  un¬ 
der  fuch  fevere  trials  ;  and  that  we 
ihould  ever  have  recovered  our  minds 
and  healths  again.  However  our  fitu- 
ation  was  critical,  for  feveral  days ; 
our  bodies  were  fwelled  and  inflamed 
extremely ;  and  the  furgeon  who  at¬ 
tended  us  had  very  little  hopes  of  our 
lives,  at  fir  ft .  But  reft  and  proper  nou- 
rifhmem,  taken  in  fmall  portions,  at 

a  time* 
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a  time,  reftored  us,  by  degrees,  and 
repaired  thofe  ails  which  hunger  and 
unwholefome  diet  had  afllidted  us  with. 
At  length,  the  tendernefs  and  fleill  with 
which  we  were  nurfed  and  dodlorcd, 
had  their  lalutary  efTeft  on  me,  as  alfo 

t 

on  the  young  man,  whofe  cafe  was  by 
much  the  mod  dangerous  ;  but  his 
mother  recruited  her  drength  much 
fooner  than  either  of  us. 

I  remained  thirteen  days  in  the  fort, 
during  which  time  I  learned,  from  a 
chief  of  one  of  the  favage  clans,  who 
brought  difpatches  to  Mr.  Swettenham, 
from  the  EngliOa  governor  at  PaiTa- 
cola,  an  account  of  the  villain  Anto¬ 
nio,  and  the  eight  mariners  whom  we 
had  been  forced  to  leave  behind  us, 
in  the  firft  illand  he  had  brought  us  all 
together  to.  Thefe  unhappy  men,  af¬ 
ter  having  waited  a  confiderable  time, 
in  vain,  for  the  return  of  the  favage, 
and  concluding,  from  former  experi¬ 
ence 


i 
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ence  of  his  infidelity,  that  he  meant 
to  leave  them  there  to  perifh  for  want* 
grew  into  a  rage  of  refentment  againfi 
him,  but  in  this  frenzy  moil;  cruelly 
revenged  themfelves  in  the  wrongplace, 
by  killing  his  mother,  his  filler  and 
his  nephew,  in  their  fleep.  By  this 
means,  indeed,  they  got  poffeffion  of 
their  fire-arms,  ammunition,  and  ca¬ 
noe;  but  this  they  were  ftrong  e- 
nough  to  have  done,  without  a  mur¬ 
der.  In  defpair,  the  exigence  may; 
perhaps, — I  fpeak  with  diffidence  and 
contrition — both  prompt  and  commit 
a  crime.  But,  in  an  a<5t  of  revenge; 
the  motive  doubles  the  guilt. 

As  this  boat  was  capable  of  taking 
in  only  five  perfons,  at  a  time,  they 
caft  lots  for  the  three  who  were  to  re¬ 
main  with  Providence, ,  and  wait  for 
better  fortune.  They  parted  probably 
with  equal  concern,  on  both  fides,  as 
thofe  that  went;  were  in  as  uncertain 

a  ftate, 
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a  ftate,  as  tliofe  who  (laid.  In  two 
days  after  this  event,  Anionio  happen¬ 
ed  to  return  back  to  the  ifland,  with  a 
fuperior  force,  to  carry  off  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  our  effects,  and  falling  on 
the  three  failors,  flew  them  ail. 

When  he  came  home  to  his  village 
he  published  this  account  of  his  expe¬ 
dition,  by  which  means  the  favage 
chief,  before  mentioned,  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  it,  and  reported  it  to  us. 
We  could  never  learn,  fmee,  what  became 
of  the  other  five  adventurers  ;  but  as 
chance  and  probability  were  fo  ftrongly 
againft  them,  I  fear  much  that  of  the 
fixteen  perfons,  who  fet  out  on  our 

4 

unfortunate  voyage,  together,  three 
only  of  us  have  furvived. 

About  the  end  of  the  time  I  have 
mentioned,  having  felt  my  health  fo 
far  reflored,  as  to  need  nothing  more 
than  time  and  regimen  to  confirm  it, 
I  refolved  to  take  leave  of  my  happy 

afvlum, 
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afylum,  as  an  opportunity  juft  then 
happened,  which  I  was  advifed  of  be¬ 
forehand,  and  which  I  had  refolved  to 
take  the  advantage  of ;  for  any  other 
occafion  might  not  have  occurred,  for 
feveral  months  again,  as  that  port  has 
but  very  little  connection  with  the  reft 
Oi  the  world. 

The  veftel  I  embarked  in  was  to  fet 
fail  the  2  1  ft  of  May,  and  was  bound 
to  St.  Auguftin  *,  where  I  thought  I 
might  have  it  in  my  power  to  provide 
myfelf  with  thofe  things  that  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  my  prefent  wants,  better 
than  in  fo  devious  and  defolate  a  place 
as  St.  Mark’s  ;  where,  beftdes,  I  could 
not  continue  well  any  longer,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ftinted  provifions  of  the 
garrifon. 

r  l  ' 

*  Another  Englifli  fettlement,  on  the  ea.ft  coaft 

Cape  Florida. 

Madame 
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Madame  la  Couture  would  have  come 
on  board  along  with  me,  very  willing¬ 
ly,  but  that  her  fon  was  not  yet  in  a 
hate  of  health  to  undertake  the 
voyage,  and  lire  would  not  expofe  him 
to  the  hazard.  Befides,  ihe  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Louiiiana,  and  had  many  re¬ 
lations  in  that  country,  which  would 
otherwife  have  determined  her  to  wait 
for  a  fhip  from  that  coaft,  which  fhe 
had  been  informed  was  expected  to 
arrive,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month,  by  which  time  her  fon 
might  be  in  a  fafer  condition  to  fail 
along  with  her. 

We  took  leave  of  each  other  with 
mutual  regret ;  the  having  travelled 
and  fuffered  together  fo  long,  had 
bound  us  in  the  tendered;  ties  of  friend- 
Ihip ;  we  felt  as  if  part  of  ourfelves 
was  miffing,  when  we  were  a  mo¬ 
ment  out  of  each  other’s  fight ;  but 
we  had  been  long  ufed  to  be  governed 

S  by 
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by  neceflity,  and  this  obliged  us  to 
take  different  routes  ;  but  with  this 
happy  reflection,  that  our  miferies 
were  at  an  end,  and  that  no  further 
anxiety  remained  now  in  our  minds, 
with  regard  to  the  fate  of  one  ano¬ 
ther. 

Our  adieus  were  tender.  There 
was  no  reftraining  the  flow  of  tears 
that  fell  on  both  fides,  while  we  were 
embracing,  and  promifing  never  to 
forget  or  negleCt  each  other.  The 
young  man,  who  was  ftill  confined  to 
his  bed,  joined  our  farewels,  and  raid¬ 
ing  himfelf  up,  on  his  knees,  cried 
out,  “  Great  God,  preferve  him  who 
“  reflored  my  mother  to  me,  and  called 
“  me  back  to  life  again.  Reward  him, 
“  gracious  Heaven,  for  fuch  benefits, 
“  and  fo  acquit  me  of  obligations 
“  which  I  have  no  other  way  of  re- 
“  paying  but  by  gratitude  and  prayer.” 

V 
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This  effulion  of  fenfibility  affedled 
me  beyond  every  other  circumftance 
of  our  parting ;  I  embraced  him  with 
tranfporr,  faying  that  I  was  already 
overpaid,  by  his  fentiments  of  me  ; 
that,  in  effect,  he  owed  me  nothing  ; 
for  if  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  any 
way  ferviceable  to  his  mother,  her  af- 
fiftance  had  been  equally  ufeful  to  me  j 
and  that,  with  regard  to  him,  I  had 
done  but  my  duty  as  a  man,  and 
in  redeeming  him  from  the  ifland,  I 
could  not  think  I  had  fufficiently  ex¬ 
piated  the  barbarity  of  having  for- 
faken  him  there. 

Every  time  I  reflect  on  the  condition 
I  found  him  in,  I  am  Ihocked  at  my- 
felf,  but  rejoice  again  at  the  inward 
motion,  that  Divine  impulfe,  which, 

fuperior  to  all  reafon  relative  to  him, 
or  prudence  with  regard  to  myfelf, 

prompted  me  to  land  at  that  inftanr, 
to  view  the  body,  and  fupply  the  rites 

S  2  of 
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of  fepulture.  I  tremble  at  the  mere  idea 
of  his  being  now  no  more,  if,  when 
the  foldier  had  reported  his  death,  I 
liad  differed  them  to  have  proceeded  on 
their  voyage.  • 

At  length  I  forced  myfelf  away  from 
the  mother  and  the  fon,  and  went  to 
make  my  acknowledgements  to  Mr. 
Swettenham,  and  Mr.  Wright ;  but 
they  would  not  Men  to  any  expreffion 
of  obligations,  and  embraced  me  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  augmented  them. 
They  attended  me  to  the  fhip,  where 
I  found  they  had  already  provided  me 
with  ample  dores  for  the  paflage,  and 
both  of  them  joined  in  recommending 
me  to  the  care  and  friendfhip  of  the 
captain,  in  the  dronged  terms  imagin¬ 
able,  and  exacted  his  promife  that 
he  would  pay  a  particular  attention  to 
me,  in  every  indance  wherein  he  could 
poffibly  be  any  way  lerviccable  to  me  > 


(  ) 

for  all  which  they  engaged  to  make 
him  a  proper  return  of  kindnefs. 

Mr.  Swettenham  then  gave  me  a 
packet  in  charge,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
governor  of  St.  Auguftin,  as  alfo  a 
certificate  of  the  fituation  and  circum- 

I 

fiances  in  which  Mr.  Wright  had  found 
Madame  la  Couture,  her  fon,  and  me ; 
which  voucher  I  had  defired  from  him 
foon  after  my  arrival  at  Sr.  Mark’s,  in 
order  to  fupport  the  authenticity  of 
thefe  almofl  incredible  memoirs.  Thefe 
two  generous  friends  then  withdrew, 
and  left  me  affetfted  with  the  mod 
lively  fenfe  of  admiration  and  grati¬ 
tude. 

I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  the 
particulars  of  my  voyage  to  Sr.  Au¬ 
guftin,  which  lafted  for  twenty  four 

days,  but  fhall  only  mention  to 

1  * 

you  one  extraordinary  circumftance, 
that  from  the  moment  we  fct  fail,  ’till 
we  arrived  at  port,  the  captain  feemed 
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to  have  quite  forgot  his  promifes  to 
my  good  hofts  at  Sr.  Mark’s  ;  for  his ' 
manners  and  whole  conduit  were  re¬ 
markably  brutal  towards  me,  which 
I  had  not,  by  any  word  or  aition  of 
mine,  in  the  lead  provoked  him  to  ;  fo 
that  it  was  beyond  my  power  to  guefs 
at  what  it  could  be  attributed  to.  This 
not  only  rendered  my  paflage  extremely 
difagreeable,  but  made  it  appear  much 
longer  alfo  than  it  might  otherwife 
have  done. 

There  was  one  article,  too,  that 
was  a  thing  of  more  confequence  to 
me  than  all  the  reft ;  and  this  was 
the  want  of  frefh  water,  which  cheap 
and  common  beverage  he  refufed  me, 
after  the  firft  three  or  four  days  of  the 
voyage.  The  being  deprived  of  a  li¬ 
quor  fo  neceftary  to  a  convalcfcent, 
was  very  near  giving  me  a  relapfe  of 
my  former  weaknefs  and  diforders, 
and  fome  very  dangerous  difeafe  muft 

have 


(  26  3  ) 

have  been  the  confequence  of  my  re¬ 
maining  but  a  day  or  two  longer  under 
the  barbarous  dominion  of  this  fecond 
Antonio.  I  landed  at  St.  Auguilin,  the 
i  3  th  of  June  ;  the  fhip  anchored  on 
the  Bar,  and  the  pilot’s  boat  carried 
me  on  Shore,  where  a  corporal  received, 
and  conducted  me  before  Mr.  Grant, 
the  governor  of  the  garrifon,  to  whom 
I  delivered  Mr.  Swettenham’s  diS- 
patches. 

If  I  had  obligations  to  the  latter  per- 

m 

fon,'- 1  have  as  many  to  acknowledge 
to  this  gentleman.  He  would  not  Suf- 
fer  me  to  go  look  for  a  lodging  in  the 
town,  but  ordered  me  an  apartment  in 
the  citadel,  and  directed  his  furgeon  to 
attend  me  conflantly  ;  which  was  ab¬ 
solutely  neceffary  to  my  recovery,  as 
fome  ulcers  had  broke  out  in  my  neck, 
for  want  of  frefh  water  to  have  cooled 
and  diluted  my  blood,  for  fo  long  a 
time  ;  and  my  body  began  to  Swell  a- 

S  4  gain. 
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gain.  But  all  thefe  fymptoms  were 
foon  conquered,  by  the  kindnefs  and 
care  that  was  bellowed  upon  me;  and 
on  the  7  th  of  July  I  found  myfelf  per- 

fe<ftly  able  to  walk  abroad  to  fee  the 
town. 

It  was  to  the  hofpitality  and  hu¬ 
manity  of  this  moll  excellent  perfon, 
that  I  owe  the  further  prefervation  of 
a  life  which  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr. 
Swettenham  had  before  redeemed.  I 
can  never  reflect  without  the  moll 
grateful  fenfibility,  on  the  goodnefs  and 
charity  that  thefe  three  generous  Eng- 
lifhmen  have  exerted  towards  me,  and 
which  a  llranger  and  a  foreigner  might 
not  have  reafon  to  expedt  to  meet  with 
every  where.  But  I  was  in  diftrefs, 
which  was  a  fufficient  title  to  their  be¬ 
nevolence.  They  are  worthy  fons  of 
a  free  and  a  gallant  nation ;  and  it 
mull  ever  be  a  vain  attempt  in  any  of 
their  rival  powers,  to  think  of  com- 

i  bating 
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bating  their  fleets  or  armies,  till  they 

lhall  have  firft  raifed  themfelves  to  a 

'  *  •*  1 

level  with  their  liberty  and  virtue.  j; 

I  ftaid  with  Mr.  Grant  till  the  2  i  ft  of 
July,  when  I  departed  for  New  York. 

I  can  never  forget  the  manner  in  which 

this  benevolent  man  completed  his  '  !|| 

kindnefs  to  me.  He  fent  for  the  captain 

of  the  fhip  to  come  to  him ;  and,  af- 

ter  giving  me  into  his  charge,  with  the 

warmed  recommendations  of  friend-  ! 

flaip,  paid  him  before-hand,  for  my  j 

paffage,  and  ordered  every  accornmo- 

dation  aboard,  that  might  be  neceflary  i 

either  for  my  ufe,  eafe,  or  convenience ; 

to  which  he  added  a  portmanteau,  ] 

filled  with  deaths  and  linen,  which 

*  i 

were  a  great  comfort  and  refrefhment 

I 

to  me. 

I 

When  I  attempted  to  make  my  ac¬ 
knowledgments  for  his  bounties,  “  I 
“  mull  beg  leave  to  interrupt  you  (faid 
“he)  upon  this  fubject ;  you  have 

j 

“  deierved  ■ 

■M 

'  ■ 
M 
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“  deferved  every  thing  I  did  for  you, 
M  becaufe  you  needed  it ;  and  I  have 
“  done  nothing  more  in  your  in- 
“  fiance,  than  I  fhould  have  a  right 
“  to  expedt  myfelf,  in  the  fame 
“  circumftances.  But  my  confidera- 
“  tion  for  your  diftrefs  (continued  he), 
“  ought  to  extend  beyond  the  immedi- 
“  ate  exigencies  of  your  lituation.  You 
“  certainly  have  no  money  about  you, 
“  arid  may  have  occalion  for  fome  fmall 
“  fum  before  you  can  procure  affiftance 
“  elfewhere  ;  ten  guineas  may  be  fer- 
“  viceable  to  you  in  this  interval ;  and 
“  I  infill  on  your  accepting  them  from 
“  me :  I  hope  that  you  will  not  have  oc- 
“  cafion  for  more,  before  you  may  be 
“  able  to  hear  from  your  friends  in 
tl  Europe.” 

The  manner  in  which  this  prefent 
was  offered,  with  the  generality  that 
prevented  my  making  a  requell,  which 
my  necellity  mull  have  obliged  me  to 
have  done  in  fuch  circumftances,  had 


a 
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a  powerful  effeCt  on  me.  I  endea-* 
voured  to  Hammer  out  my  acknow¬ 
ledgements,  but  my  fentiment  was  too 
Itrong  for  me.  Lively  emotions  are 
but  ill  exprelfed  by  words.  Mr.  Grant 
embraced  me  ;  “  ’Tis  a  trifle  not  worth 
“  mentioning  (faid  he)  ;  but  you  have 
“  too  much  fenfibility.  You’ll  diflrefs 
et  me  if  you  fay  any  thing  more  about 
£‘  it.  Do  like  me  :  forget  it  immedi- 
“  ately,  as  I  have  myfelf  already  done.” 

I  was  forced  to  keep  the  lilence  im- 
pofed  on  me ;  but  my  heart  and  eyes 
were  eloquent.  A  meffenger  from  the 
fhip  came  juft  then  to  fummon  me 
away,  and  I  embraced  and  quitted  my 

benefactor  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs 
and  regret. 

After  fourteen  day’s  fail,  with  a  cap¬ 
tain  the  very  reverfe  of  the  former, 
and  who,  from  the  apparent  goodnefs 
of  his  own  nature,  would  have  treated 
me  as  kindly  as  he  did,  though  I  had 
not  been  recommended  to  him  by  the 

governor, 


K  ’  j. 
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governor,  I  arrived  at  New  York,  on 
the  3d  of  Augufl. 

I  made  myfelf  known  to  fome 
French  people  fettled  in  that  city,  and 
who,  touched  with  my  misfortunes, 
tendered  me  every  kind  of  affiltance  in 
their  power.  They  introduced  me  to 
Monfieur  Dupeyftre,  one  of  the  richeft 
merchants  in  the  place,  who  generouf- 
ly  offered  to  give  me  employment  in 
my  profeffion. 

But,  upon  hearing  all  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  my  ftory,  “  It  would  not  be  pru- 
«  dent  in  you  (faid  he)  to  think  of  en- 
«  tering  upon  an  occupation,  fo  fatigu- 
«  ing  and  hazardous  as  yours,  for  fome 
“  time  yet :  long  quiet  and  repofe 
“  muff  be  neceffary  to  your  health,  af- 
“  ter  the  fevere  labours  and  difafters 
«  you  have  fo  lately  undergone  ;  and, 
“  in  order  to  give  this  nurfing  its  full 
“  effect,  it  will  be  neceffary,  befides  the 
“  help  of  medicine,  to  relieve  your 

“  mind 
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“  mind  from  all  uneafinefs,  both  with 
“  regard  to  the  prefent,  and  the  future. 
“  This  charge  I  lhall  take  upon  me :  from 

“  this  moment  you  are  to  confider  your- 
“  felfas  my  gueft,  where  you  are  extreme- 
“  ly  welcome  to  both  bed  and  board. 
“  When  I  find  you  are  fufficiently  reco- 
“  vered  to  engage  in  your  occupation 
“  again,  I  fliall  not  oppofe  it,  but  help 
“you  forward  myfelf,  by  fupplying 
“  you  with  commiffions,  for  my  corref- 
“  pondents  in  Europe.  This  bufinefs,  I 
“  hope,  is  fettled  now  to  your  fatisfac- 
“  tion,”  faid  he,  taking  me  by  the  hand, 
and,  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer, 
called  his  fervants  before  me,  and  gave 
them  all  neceffary  dire<5tions  for  my 
reception  and  accommodation. 

I  fliall  not  attempt  to  defcribe,  bc- 
caufe  I  have  not  a  power  of  fpeech 
equal  to  the  talk,  the  ftrong  fienti- 
ments  of  gratitude  with  which  fuch 
uncommon  kindnefs  and  humanity 

affected 
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affeifted  me.  From  the  moment  I  was 
redeemed  from  the  horrid  defert,  when 
I  was  within  a  few  minutes  of  my  dif- 
folution,  I  met  with  none,  excepting 
one,  but  perfons  of  liberal  minds,  hu¬ 
mane  hearts,  and  generous  fouls.  Does 
the  world  abound  with  fuch  ?  I  reflect 
on  my  misfortunes,  now,  as  bleffings, 
lince  they  have  been  the  means  of  pur- 
chafing  me  the  acquaintance  andfriend- 
Ihip  of  fo  many  excellent  perfons. 

While  I  pafled  my  days  in  perfect 
comfort  and  tranquility,  under  the 
roof  of  the  hofpitable  Monfieur  Du- 
pey lire,  I  wrote  to  my  family  to  acquaint 
them  with  my  furvival,  after  the  variety 
of  incredible  difficulties  and  miferies  I 
had  fullained,  during  the  fpaceof  eighty- 
one  days :  it  was  this  letter  that  you. 
had  feen,  and  which  being  only  a 
fummary  account  of  my  misfortunes, 
did  not  fufficiently  fatisfy  your  friend- 

ly  and  anxious  curiofity  about  me.  1 

o  lent 
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fent  my  letters  by  a  veffel  that  was  go¬ 
ing  to  London,  from  whence  they 
might  be  put  into  the  poft-ofhce,  for 
France ;  but,  not  knowing  how  long 
I  fhould  remain  there,  I  defxred  no 
anfwers  till  I  could  afcertain  my  future 

deftination,  and  be  fure  of  my  ad- 
drefs. 

Monfieur  Dupeyftre  kept  me  with 
him  till  the  February  following,  and 
then  gave  me  charge  of  a  cargo  for 
Nantes.  I  took  leave  of  him  on  the 
6  th  of  that  month,  and  arrived  fafely 
at  port  here  on  the  2  7  th.  My  commif- 
fion  was  addrefled  to  Monfieur  Walch, 
whom  I  found  as  fenfible  to  the  impref- 
fions  of  my  fufferings  as  his  corres¬ 
pondent  had  been. 

From  hence  I  wrote  again  to  my 
friends,  from  whom  I  have  received 
anfwers  ;  and,  among  them,  your  letter, 
preffing  me  to  fend  you  a  minute  and 
circumftantial  detail  of  my  Adventures, 

during’ 
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during  that  extraordinary  period.  I 
could  refufe  nothing  to  your  friend- 
ffiip,  and  have  accordingly  employed 
what  leifure  my  avocations  would  per¬ 
mit,  to  recite  in  this  narrative,  the 
whole  feries  of  fa6ts,  in  their  regu¬ 
lar  fucceffion  of  events. 

I  doubt  not  but  that  this  fad  relation 
will  affeft  you  much,  and  make  you 
often  tremble  at  the  difficulties  and  mi- 
feries  of  your  friend.  May  the  dif- 
patch  with  which  I  have  acquitted  my- 
felf  of  your  requeft,  convince  you  more 
and  more  of  the  attachment  I  have 
vowed  to  you,  for  life,  and  challenge 
an  equal  return  of  affection  on  your 
part,  alfo. 

Adieu, 

- ■  —  ... .  ,■*  *■«•,  * 

PIERRE  VI AUD. 
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THE 


CERTIFICATE, 


GIVEN  BY 


Mr.  Swettesham  to  Monfieur  Viaud.’ 


A  * 

The  undernamed  George  Swetten- 
j  ham,  lieutenant  of  the  ninth  re¬ 
giment  of  foot,  in  the  fervice  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  and  commander  of  the 
fort  St.  Mark,  in  the  Apalachian  moun¬ 
tains,  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  in¬ 
formation  of  a  favage,  who  had  reported 
his  having  met  with  a  dead  body,  on  a 
jftrand  about  forty  miles  from  hence; 
and,  having  ftrong  reafons  to  think  a  ihip 
had  been  wrecked  on  that  coaft,  which 
I  feared  was  one  that  I  had  expedted, 
for  fome  time  before,  and  had  receiv¬ 
ed  no  account  of,  I  detached  four^  fol- 

T  diers. 
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diers,  with  my  interpreter,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Mr.  Wright,  enfign  in  the  fame 
corps,  to  viiit  that  coaft,  and  fuccour  all 

thofe  that  he  might  meet  with  in  any 
diftrefs. 

Mr.  Wright,  on  his  return,  prefent- 
ed  the  bearer,  Le  Sieur  Viaud,  and  a 

woman  of  the  fame  nation,  to  me, 
whom  he  had  found  on  a  defart  coaft, 
in  the  moil  deplorable  fituation,  al- 
moft  famiffied  with  hunger,  having 
nothing  to  fubfift  on  but  a  few  oyf- 
ters,  and  fome  fragments  of  a  negro, 
that  they  had  been  reduced  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  haying  for  food. 

r 

Le  Sieur  Viaud  informs  me,  that  he  is 
a  fea-captain,  and  an  officer  in  the  Blues, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  French  King  ;  that 
a  favage  he  had  met  with,  and  who 
undertook  to  conduct  him  to  St.  Mark, 
had  robbed  him  of  what  effeds  hd  hap- 
8  pened 

I  „ 


pened  to  have  hived  from  a  (hip  wreck  ; 
and  fled  away,  during  the  night,  in-  Lis 

canoe,  leaving  him  and  tome  other  com¬ 
panions  on  a  defart  ifland. 

Mr.  Wright,  alio,  prefented  to  me  a 
young  man,  fon  to  the  woman  above- 
mentioned,  whom  he  had  found  in  an¬ 
other  defart  ifle,  in  a  more  defperate 
condition  than  the  former  perfons,  as  it 
was  impotiible  he  could  have  exifted 
an  hour  longer,  without  his  affiftance,  as 
he  had  neither  food,  nor  fenfe  or 
motion  left,  when  he  found  him. 

i  > 

The  Shocking  iituation  they  were  all 
three  in,  upon  his  firft  meeting  with  them, 
their  extreme  weaknefs,  and  fome  particu¬ 
lars  I  have  fince  been  informed  of,  from 
fome  favages,  fufliciently  prove  that  the 
ftory  told  me  by  Le  Sieur  Viand,  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  been  pillaged  and  betrayed,  in  the 
manner  aforefaid,  is  true. 


On 
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On  the  credit  of  which,  I  give  this 
certificate  to  the  faid  Sieur  Viaud,  who 
means  to  fet  out  for  St.  Auguftine,  by 
the  fir  if  opportunity,  and  to  go  from 
thence  into  fome  of  the  French  colonies. 

4 

Fort  St.  Mark,  May  12, 

1766. 

George  Swettenham. 


..  a  - 
-  ■ 


